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PREFACE. 



THE prdieiit work ap{icars with confi* 
d«nc€ In the kingdom that gave birth 
to it: aod will be well fatisfied with its for*> 
tunc, if it meets with as favourable a recep- 
tion as has been indulged to all the other 
compofitions of its author. The high efteem 
which Mr. de Voltaire hais always difcovered 
for the Engltfli, is a proof how Qmbttious he 
is of their appr<>bation. Itus now grown fa* 
miliar to hjini, but then he is not tired with 
it; and ipdeesd one would be apt to think 
that tbisiiircunift^ncc is pleaiing to the na«t 
tiou, from the firong deiire they have to pecufc 
whatever is published under his name* 

Without 
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Without pretending therefore to any 
great penetration, we may venture to aflare 
him *ttiatllik letters will tneet with allthefuc* 
cefs that could be wi0ied. Mr. de Voltaire 
is- the^ausfabr of them^ they were written in 
London, and relate particularly to the £nglt(h 
nation ; three circumftances which mufl ne« 
ce^farily recommend them» The great free- 
dom with which Mr, de Voltaire delivers 
himfelf in his various obfervations, cannot 
give him any apprehenfions of their « being 
l^s favourably received HpoA that -^ccouiity 
by a judicious people who abhor flattery* 
The Engliih are pleafed to have their faults 
pointed: but to them, becaufe th& IDbews tV 
the fame time, that the writerift • able to 
dtAinguilh their merit. 

We muft however conftft, that thefe lottos 
were inot defigned for the pubtk. They ^re. 
ike refult of the author's complacency and* 
fmeodfliip for Mr* ThirioCi who had defired 
]um,r duriRg his ftly in England, to favour 
Mm with inch remarks as he might tnafke on 
the manners and cuftoms of the Britifh na- 
tion* 'TiSfWell known that in a correfpon* 
dence of this kind, the mcfi juft and regular' 
, wiiiitcr does- not propofe to obferve any me«- 
thod. Mr* de Voltaire io ail probability .fol« . 

lowed 
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lowfd no other rule in the ichotce.of hii Tub-* 
jeds than his particulir tafte^ or perhaps the 
queries of his friend. Be this at it will » it 
was thought that the nvoft natural order in 
which thisy GOiiild be placedi ^ould be that of 
their refjM^ive dates. Several particulars 
ivhieh are vnenlioned in thfem make it necef* 
fary for us to obferVie^ that they were written 
between «he latter end of 471 8^ atid abdut 
i73f • The only thing; that ean be regretted 
<m thfs occ^fion is^ that fo agreeable a corre^ 
fpomdecxSt ftotild have continued no longer. > 
The reader wii! no doubt obferve, that the 
circiiii)ft»ces in every tetter which had nnt 
an imin^iate retatid^n to^he title of it, have 
been 'omitted; This Was done oil pttrpofe; 
for tetters Wrkten with the coufdence and 
fimplicity of perfonbl^ ivie^Qiip, genemlly in* 
dude certain tlmigs which are not proper for 
the prefs. T be public! indeed thereby often 
kxfe a^eat nany agreeable partkuUvs ; bo& 
why iko^ld lh«y cbit^plaiDl, 4f the want of 
them is coai{)itnfated by^a tboufand beauties' 
of another kind ? The variety of the fubjecls, 
the graces of the didiod, the folidity of the 
refle^ionS) the delicate turn of the criucifm*; 
in fine, the noble fircjr which enlivens all the 
compoiltions of Mr. de Voltaire, delight the 

' ^reader 
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reader perpetually.^ Even the moft ferioiift 
ktters^ (ucb a» t}iofe which relate to Sirlfaac 
Ney^too's philofophf, \iftll be fQUQd enter* 
taining. The author has infufed into his 
fubjed all the delicate touches it was fufcep^ 
tible of} deep andabftrufe enough to ihew 
that he was mafter of it^ and always pcrfpir^ 
cuous enough to be undcrftood. 

Some of bis EngUih readers m$sf |>erbap6 
be diflatisfied at his not e3:patiatiog farther 
•n their eonftitution and their ;la^i which, 
moft of them revere almoft to idolatry ; but 
this refervednefs is an effect of Mr« de Vol- : 
taire's judgment. Hc^ cof^tentpd bimielf with. 
givii}g his o{dnion pf jthem in general reflec* 
lions, the c^Ot of which is entirely new, .and 
which prove that he had. made this part of 
the Brici& polity his particular fiudy. Be- 
ikies, how was it. poffible fc^ a foreigner ta 
pierce through their politicks, that gloocnyt 
labyrjntb, ip which fuch of the £ngli0i them- 
felves a^ are beft acquainted with it, confe& 
daily that they are bewildered and loft ^ 
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L E. T T E R S 

CONCfi&MIKG THE 

ENGLISH NATION. 

LETTER I. 
O F THE <^U AK E n S. 

rW AS of bpinion, that the doflritie and 
hiftorjr of fo extraordinary a pcdple were 
Worthy the; attention df' the curious. To 
acquaint myfetf with thetn, 1 made a vifit to 
one of thcinoflt eminent^aakcrsin England; 
who after having traded thirty years had the 
wifdom to prefer i be liuiits to his fortune and 
to iiis defires, and was fettled in a littld ibli- 
tudc not far from London. Being come into 
it, 1 perceived -a fn^ill, but regularly built 

A houfe, 
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boufe,vaftIy neat, l>ut "without tbe leaiil pomp 
^of furniture. The (^laker, who omnc&it^ 
was a hale ruddjr complexioned dfid manfwlK) 
had never been afflicted with ficknefs^ becanle 
he had always been lafenbble to paffions« aQ4 
rg perfed ilranger to . intemperance^. .1 never 
in my lile faw a move moble or a more en- 
\ gaging afpeft than his. He was drcffdd 
\ bke thofe ^of hia^rTusffiAn, 4n « i^in coaf , 
without plaits in the fides, or buttonft.on tbe 
pockets and beeves:.; and 'bad ^.an • a rbeayer, 
the brims of which were bodsontal^ Uke 
thofe of our clergy. He did u€ik uncover 
himfelf when I appeared, and advanced to* 
watd&me without once ftooping hn body; 
but there appeared more^ppliienefs in ^tbe 
open, humane air of his countenance^ thain 
in the cufiom of drawing pne leg behind the 
other, and taking that ^roqn the ' head which 
n madC'to cover it. Friend^ fays he to me, I 
perceive thou art. a ftr»Dg<er^ but if .1 can do 
any thing for thee, only tdl me.^^ Sir; fays I 
to him beinditig' forwards, and advancing, its 
is ufual with us, jone leg towards him, I flat- 
: ter myfelf that my jaft curiofity will not give 
youthekaft offence, apd that you will do 
me the honour to inform me of the parti- 
culars of your^religion. The people of iihy 

country, 
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qBhnmtry, replitd the Qtiaker, are too full of 
^tileM^bOTrs and complinients, but 1 never met 
with any of tltem who had fo much curiofity 
at 4hyfdf« Come in, and let us firft dine to* 
Igfther. l^ftill continued to make fome on* 
iinrfbdable cercmoniet, it not being eafy to* 
difeags^o one's felf at once from habits wc 
hinre been long ufed to ; and after taking 
put of afrogai meal, which began and end* 
ed With a prayer to God^I began to queftioa 
my courteous hoft« I opened iirtth that which 
good Catholics have more than once made 
ito Huguenots. My dear Sir, iays I, were 
yoa ever baptised ? I never was, replied the 
(^aker, nor any of my brethren. Zounds, 
iays I »him, you are not Chriftians then. 
Ft tend, replied the old man in a foft tone of 
voice, fwear not; we are Chriftians, and en- 
deavour to be good Chriftians, but we are 
not of opinion, that the fprinkling water on 
a^hild's heail^ makes hiai a Chriftian. Hea- 
vens ! fays % fiiocked at his impiety, you 
have then'forgot that Chirift was baptized by 
St. John. Friend, replies the mild <^aker 
once; again, fwear not. Chrift indeed was 
baptized by John, but he himfejf never 
baptized any one. We are the difciples of 
Chfift» not of John. I pitied Very much the 

As fincerity 
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finceiity of my worthy Quaker, and was ab- 
folutely for forcing hitn to get hiiwfclf chrifr 
tcncd. Were that all, replied he very grave- 
ly, we wpuld fubniit chcarfully to. baptiffUi, 
purely in compliance with thy weaknefa, 
for we do not condemn: apy perfon who nfc5 
it ; but then we think,, that tjiofe.who pro-- 
fcfs a religion of fo h^ly, & fpicitual a mr^ 
ture as that of Chrift, ou.ght to abft^im to the - 
ntmoll of their power, from- tba Jcjwifh 
ciremonies, O unaccountable! fay« 1> what?, 
baptifm a Jewifti ceremony ?' Ye^ my friend^ 
fays, he, fo.tfuly Jewift- that '^ great irtainy 
Jews ufc the haptifni qf John torthis? day... 
Look into ancient authoi:^nand fchoni^rt find 
that John only revived; this pra<flice; 'and 
that it had been ufed by the flcbrcws, long 
bcfpe his time, in like raapner afi.tiie Ma-' 
hooietans, imitated the. Ifhma^Uteg ioi- their 
pilgrim ages, to Mecca. Jefusjindced fubmitr 
ted to the; baptifm.of. Jphn,.as h^ had fuffer- 
ed himfelf to be circumcifed ;. bjut circuinci- 
Con and the wafliing with waiter ought to be 
alolifhed by the baptifm of.Qhrift, that*, hmpr 
tifm of the fpirit, that ablution, of- the foul, 
whichjs the lalvjtion of mankind/ Thus 
the forerunner faid, '^ I indeed baptize you 
*« with water unto repentance j bujc h^ that - 

*'* coQieth 
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** Cometh after me is mightier than I, whofc 
** ihocs I am not worthy to' bear; he 
^ (hall baptize you with the Holy Ghoft 
" and with fire */' Likdevife Paul, the 
great apoftle of the Gctttiles, writes as fol- 
lows to the Corinthians; •' Chrift fent me 
** not to baptize, but topreach the gofpel-j/* 
and indeed Paul never baptized but two 
perfons with water, and that very much a- 
gainft bis inclination. He ^circumcifed his 
difciple Timothy, and the other difciples 
likewife circumdied all who were willing to 
'fubmit to that carnal ordinance. But art 
tiicu circumci(ed» added' he f I have not the 
tionott^to be fo, iays I. Welt, friend, con^ 
tinue!( the C^aker,'thou art a Chriftian with* 
4»ut bting circumcifedj and I am one without 
t)eing baptifed* Thus did this pious man 
ttake a wTohg,butvf?ry fpecious, application, 
of four or live texts of Scripture, which fecm- 
<A tofavourthetenetscf his feiJl:; but at the 
feme time forgot very finccrcly an hundred 
texts which made direifHy againft them. I 
•had moft fcnfe than lb conteft with him, 
4D<^«^^re is n6 poffibility of -cotivincing an 
^itbu£aft. ' A man fliould never pretend to 
inform a lover of his miftrcis's faults, no 

A 3 more 
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more than one who is at law, of the hatdn^ 
of bis caufe; nor attempt to win tiveria 
fanatic by ftrength of reafoning. According^ 
ly I waved the fubjcft*. * 

Well, fays 1 to hioi, what fort of a eommtl<^ 
nion have you ? We have node like that thou 
hinteft at among us, replied he. How! nb 
communion, fays I ? Only that fpiritua! one, 
replied he, of hearts. He then began agaiii 
to throw out his texts of fcftptare; tod 
,preached a vtip&i elegant fj? rmon agaijrfft * that 
.br^inance.^He harangued in a ton^^asthoiiglk 
he had been infpired, to prove that the fa- 
craments were merely of human tnventi<Hi| 
and that the word facrament was not bncfc 
jrnetitioned in the gofpel. Excufe, fays hcf, 
Iny ignorance, for I have not employed the 
hundredth part of the argBiMnts wbieh 
tnight be brought to prove the truth of our 
religion } but thefe thou thyfelf mayft pemfe 
in the expofition of our faith written be 
Robert Barclay. It is one t)f the beft pieces 
that ever was penned by man ; and as enr 
adverfaiies confefs it to be of dangerotis 
tendency, the arguments in it muft necefr 
Yartly be very convincing. I premifed to 
p^ufe this piece, and -my Quakelr imagined 
he had already made a ton vert of me. He 

. after* 
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aftei^vd$«gaye mc an account, in few words, 
%f Come fiogularities which make this fed 
the.iCMiteinpt of othert. CgnftU^ (ays be, 
that it inras very difficult for tbte to refrain 
bom lauglHWf wbieo I anfwered all thy 
cir^ties w^oot oneoveriog my head, and 
at-tho .fafne time J^id /^^ and itiou to the«f 
HowevBcr, tbou appearefttp me too well read^ 
|K>trto koow thae in Cbrift's time ,a« -natioa 
waa ib ridiculouf as to pot the plusal oump 
ber* for Uie fiogi^lar. . Auguftus Caeiar himr 
W^was>.fpci^ to in filch phrales. as tbcfe, ^^ I 
.^^,lQye th^yi befeech tbcr,4 thank thee;!' 
ImtJiedidnotaUow* any.peifon to call hiin 
iSSoimo^JSir^^ . ' It .waa not till maay . ages af- 
ter, that meavoukliiave the word Touy as 
l^ii^ thc^y^'wesf. do$ib)e, inftcad of Thoa^ 
^^p}oyed in fpeaking to them i and ufarped 
4h^ flattering titles of lordfiiip, of eminence, 
and, of hdine&, which mere w^rms beftow 
•4m other worms, by ?ffiiring them that they 
j^ vfith z ^moi^. pnofpuncl refpe^, ^nd. an in- 
49^o\>s. falfl)oody tlkJ^ir xn^fk ^obtL\ic\it^ hum* 
1^. fcrvautsu' It i»:fo<fccprf ourfeivjes m^'e 
^pngly iiom iucb' a fl^mclefs (raific of li^s 
and ^Uery, that ve tba and thw a king 
^wUh the faip^. freedom, as we ^p.a beggar, 
^sd fa^^t^^no perfpn; we owing pptbing to 

A 4 n^^ 
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mankbd but charity, and to the laws re<- 
fpeft and obedience. 

Our apparel is aUb foikiewhat different 
from that of others, aod this purely, that It 
may be a perpetual warning to us. not to 
^ imitate tlem. Others wear the badges and 
marks of their ftveral dignities, and we thofe 
. of chrifiian humility. We fly from all 
^^affemblies of pleafure, from diverfioos of 
1 "every kind, and from places where gaming 
I is prad^ifed ; and indeed our cafe would be 
ilvery deplorable, fiiould we fill with fuch 
' levities,. as tbofc 1 have mentioned, the heait 
.which ought to be the habitation of God. 
: We never iwear, not even in a court of ju* 
ilice, being of opinion that the moil holy 
name of God ougiit not to be proliitutcu ili 
\itht miierable con tefis between man and«iiait» 
.When we are obliged to appear .be^re ti 
magiftrate upon other people's account, (for 
: law-fuits are iinknown among the friends) 
we give evidence to the truth by fealing it 
with our yea or nay ; and the judges be- 
lieve us on our bare affirmation, whilft £> 
many other Chrifiians forfwear themfelves 
on the holy gofpels. We never war or fight 
»in any cafe; but it is not that we are afraid ; 
for fo far from {buddering at the thoughts 

of 
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'pf death, we on the contrary blefs th« n)o- 
ment that unites us with the Being of beings; 
but the reafon*ftf our not ufing the outward 
/ fword is, that we are neither wolves, tigers, 
/ n^r maflifis. but men, and Chriftians. Our 
God, who has commanded us to love our 
enemies, and to fuffer without repining, 
, would certainly not permit us to crofs the 
feas merely becaufe murderers cloathcd in fear- 
let, and wearing caps two foot Jiigh, enlift 
citizens by a noife made with two little flicks 
on an af^^s ikin extended. And when after 
a vidlory is gained, the whole city of London 
is illuminated^ when the £ky. is in a blaze 
with fireworks, and a noife is heard in the 
air. of thankf^ivings, of bells, of organs, and 
of the cannon, we groan in filen<:i\ ana are 
deeply affcfted with fadnefs of fpirit and 
brokennefs of heart, for the fad h ^voc which 
is the occafioii of thole public rejoicings. 
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L E T T E R n. 
OF THE (QUAKERS. 

SUCH was the fubftance of the coaverfk- 
tion 1 bad with this very fiagolar per- 
fon ; but I was greatly foiprized to fee him 
come the Snnday following, and take me 
with him to the Quakers meeting. Tfaete 
are feveral of thefe in London, but that 
which he earried mc to ftands near the fa* 
xpom pillar called the Monument. The bre» 
thren were already affemUed at my entering 
it with my guide. There might be about 
four hunted men and tlnree hundred wo- 
men in the meeting. The women hid their 
faces behind their fans, and the noMm were 
covered with their broad*brimed hals; all 
were feated, and the filence was uni^erfaU 
I pafi through them, bat did not perceive fo 
much as one lifc4ip his eyes to look at me. 
This filence lafted a quarter of an hour, when 
at laft one of them rofe up, took off his hat, 
and after making a vatiety.of wry faces, and 
groaaiug in a moft lamentable manner, he 

partly 
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oartly from his nofe, tnd partly firotn his 
mtelitlr, thrifw out a ftrangc cohfafed juraWc 
of words (borrowed ai he imagiQed from the 
go(pel) which neither himfelf nor any of his 
hearers underilood« When thU diftorter had 
ended his beautiful foliloquy» and that the 
fiupid, but greatly edified congregation were 
leparaced, . f aflbed my friend how it was 
pcffible for the judicious part of their affcm* 
bly to fiiffer fech a babbling. We are obliged, 
fajrshe, to fu&r it, becaufe no one knows 
iRrhen a ma&riiei op to hold forth, whether 
. be wsil he moved by the fpirit or by folly. 
In this doubt and uncertainty we liften p«iti^ 
'" CDtly to erery one, we even allow our wo* 
. meato hoU forth ; two or three of tbefe are 
often inipiDcd at one and the faoae time, and 
it is then chatii moil charming noxk is heurd ' 
. in the Lord's houfe* Tou have tbeu^»na 
firiefts, fays I to him? No, no,- friend, re- 
plies^ the Qiiaker, to our great^^happillcisv 
Tben^ opening one of the friend^ booksi as 
he called it, he read the'^followiag ;W<^rd| in 
an eaipfaatic tone: God i forbid we (hould 
prefome to ordain any>oiio to receive . the 
holy fpirit on the LordV day,.to the pre-^ 
judiceof'the Tt& of the brethren. TbankSt 
to tfacAkBig^yiWeare (heooly.peopic^^up* 

A* Qfk 
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YO U have aKcady heard that the (^i^ 
ken dite from Chrift^ who according i& 
them, was the fitft Quaker. Religion, lay 
thefey was corrupted a little after his deati^ 
and remained in that ftate of corruption a> 
Vout idoo years. But there were always a 
few Quakers eoncealed in the world, who 
carefully prcfcrved the fiJcrcd ffte, which was 
tetinguifhed in all but themfelves, till at l^ft 
this light fpread itfetfin England in 1642. 
^ It was at the time when 'Great Britain wa$ 
torn to peces by the intcfline wars, which 
three or four fefti hadfaifed in the name of 
06d, that one* George Fox^, bom in Leicefter* 
Aire, and fon to a filk- weaver, took it into 
his head to preach ; and ' as * be pretended, 
with- att the rrquifites of a true apoftle^ that 
is, without bring able either to read or write* 
He was about twenty five f years of age, tr* 
reproachaUe in his life and condud„ and a 

f He cootd read at c^t age. 
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lioliy iBadmaD. . He .was e^pt in leather 
irora head to fbot^ and* trirelled from onft 
vUlag»c to another, cxclaioiiDg again& war 
and the clergy. Had his inve^res beea 
kvcUed againft the fpldtery only, he womM 
have been fafe enough ;. but he iDTeighed a» 
gMnft eeclcfiaftics. Fox was feized at Dert^, 
stnd being carried before a juftice of peace, 
lie did not once offer to poll off his leathern 
hat : upon which an officer gave hicn a great 
.box on the ear, and cried to him,-.Do^ not 
you know you are to appear uncovered be» 
fore hisworfhip? Fox prefepted his other 
cheek to the officer, and begged him to give 
him another box for God's fake. 1 be juitice 
ivoutd h»¥e had him fworn before he aiked 
faim any lyiercions: Know, friend, fays Fox 
Mo htm, thiit I never fwear. The juftice ob^ 
icrving he ibee^d and thotid him, fcnt him tQ 
the houfe of corrcdion in Derby, with ordcirn 
that he fliouid be whipped there. Fox p' ailed 
the' Lord all the way he went to the houfe qf 
corre^^on, where the juftice's orders were ex* 
ecuted "wyth the'utmoft feverity» The men* 
who whipped this entbufiaft, were greatly 
furprized to heau* him befeech them to givf 
hioa a few more laflies for the good of his foul* 
There was no need of intrcattng thefe people^ 

the 
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ih£h(he^Hvere repeated, for wfadchFoxthjiok" 
cd them very cordially, and began to preach. 
At firft thefpeclatoTsfell aiaughitlg,4>tttthey 
tft€rwards lifiened to SiioA ; ai|d as ^enthuflafm 
is an * epidemioal difiemper, mMywere pei^- 
iiiaded,!aiid.thdf<$ whp icouvged him became 
}ni fitft ?diCciples.. Scing fee at libehy^ he Fan 
pp and down the country with a dozen pro- 
ielytcs at his heels, iljll declainoing agaioft the 
(:lcrgy, rasd was whipptd from tini^ to tirne^ 
^eing(6i\e' day fet in the piilory^ hehaFangued 
the croud ia f<i. firong and tnqvi^g a inan-^ 
f^er, that fifty o£.the suditofs became ^his con- 
werts^ and he wozrthie teft (6 much in h^s'fa!Voiirj 
that his ^head' being freed tumultlloufly from 
the h()ie where' it was fttfidn^, tfi^ pojmlact 
^ertaiid ffearc^i^de^ar; the church ^ England 
ciergyinan^ who had been chiefly idftrtinidn* 
t<tl ki'ibiinging 'liim to this pui^ifliment, and 
iet hifn xm- the iaine pillory wiidre Fox had 
ftood. . - 

\ Fqx wastxiid enough to conyefC fomc of 
Oliver CromwcU^s foiciicrs, who rthereupon 
guitj^cd the iervice, and refufed ^tb take the 
Qatiis. t>iwer buying as great a'CoriCempt for 
t^ft;ct which iwoald aot allow it« members to 
^^.tijt, as tkxtus Quiatus had far anothl^ ftlft^ 
J[il0vc nfnji c/yiavava, began t(d perleioute Ihefe 
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new converts/ Thcprifonswctc crouded with 
ibem.; but pcrfecution feldbm has any other 
effect ^than to incrcafe the number of profc* 
iyt^. Thefe cahie therefore fipona' their con- 
£nemeDt noore ftt-ongly confirmed in the prio- 
ciples tl>cy had imhibcd, sind foUdwjcd by their 
gbalers, whom tjabey had brought ov^r to their 
•belief • But the circ¥i»ftanoe8| which contri* 
l>uted chiefly to Ithe ;%readfQg of this fed, 
"were as follow. Fox thought himfelf infpir» 
^d, and confequent^y iwas of opinioin, that he 
ffkxi4k fpcak in a maaaer differofit frooi the 
S^St of mankiod. He /therciupan began to 
opreath his body, and ito dbrew iip his fa^e, to 
hold in his breath, adid to exhale- it in a forci- 
hle manner^ infomuch that the prieft^ ^f the 
rythiaa god at Delphos, could not have wEb^ 
cd her part to better advantage. Inrfpisratioti 
ibon :became ib habiuaal to him^ thai he coulA 
icarce deliver himfelf in any otbor manhen. 
This was tbefiril gift he communicated to his 
difciples* Thefe aped very iincerely their 
mailer's feveral grimaces, and (hook in every 
limb she inftant the fit of infpirationicame up- 
on them ; whence they were called Quakers* 
The vulgar attempted to ntimic them, they 
trembled, they fpake through the nofe; they 
quaked, and fancied themfclves infpired by 

the 
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tiie Holy Ghoft. The onty thing sow vnrnt^ 
Mg was a few tniradef ) a&d.ftcoordkig^^thefr 
wrought foine. v y 

Fox, this modern patriarch, fpoke tims Co 
a jttftice of peace, balort a large aflembly of 
people. Friend, tadoe care what thoy doftf^ 
'0cd'wil! ibon pttniii thee ^kht perfecoliAg hit 
faiiitst This (nagtfirate bring one whoJ3efot^ 
ted himfttf every day with: bad beer aitd^ braSK 
dy, died of an apoplexy two days after^ the 
moment he had «%ned a iriittimus for in^ 
prifoning iome ^akertw The^faddeo.dealAi 
with which this jufiice was fcised^^waa not 
sfcribed to his tntemperance, but was uniiref^ 
•Adiy lookefi upon as^thect&A ofthe holy 
snan'ti predidions} fothat this accideftt madicl 
9Mre con'vertt .to l^j^«riiiQ» than a thini* 
imd icnnont, and as many ilmking fits i^nU 
hxwe done, i Oliver,) finding them to ino^eafe 
4aily, was defiroos of bringing them over to 
lus party ;. and for that pnrpofe attempted 
tobpbe them witb^money* However, they 
were mcofrnpiabk^ whioh made htm one day 
declare, that this rel^oo Wtts.tbe only one be 

bad ef»r met with * that, had . relifted . the 

> 

dharms of gold* 

The Qualocrs were fevcral timea perXecnt- 
ed wadgff Cbarles: tbefecondt > WXl npoo a re^ 

ligtous 
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fig^ow "mccmxmtj but fw refafing to ^y thr 
tfttiMy for thee^img and thM4ng the m^ir a tc ty 
ao^ for reftifing to take, the oatfaa csaAttl bf 
tfaeia^KTs* 

' At lafi Robert Barcbjp, a* native of 8cob» 

body pwisBged lo the knig ifiii$75, hb apc^ 

bgy for tbe C^akect> a mwk as well« dranm 

«{ras:che^fofa}i^cteikl ]i«ffiMy admit. The 

dedicatioa to Gharks th* Jroood 4s oot flM 

^^h mean flatiertDg eocomioinst but aybounds 

v%th'faokl toveh^a^ia iiYotir of truths and 

vitk tlie wtfcft wnnldb. '' Thoa.haft taftr 

^ ed/' faya he to the idng atidKfibibof )m 

e|»ftk d^lkatory, ^^ of p ro sp eri ty and adverfit 

^' ty ; thou knoweft what it iS' to be baoifli* 

^ ed thy oative coontry ; to be over*ruled 

^ at wdl as to riile^ and £t opoo the tfarooei 

^ and being oppreffed, thoo haft realbo td 

^ know how hateful the oppreffor is both til 

^^ God and nan: if, after all thefe warninga 

<« and advcrttfements». thou doft not turn 

^ unto the Lord with all thy hearty Imt for^ 

H get bim^bo remembered tiiee in thy dii^ 

^* rnsls, and give up (^yfelf to follow luft and 

^^ vanity, furety great will be thy coodemoft* 

*^tion« > 

^ Againft which fnare, as welt as ^etemp* 

^ tation of thofe> that may or do feed thee^ 

•' and 
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•** and prompt thee to evil, the moft excellent 
,** and prevalent remedy will be, to apply ttiy- 
^ (di to th^t Kgltt of Chrift, which ihin'eth in 
" thy confcience, which neither can nor will 
^ flatter thee, nor fuffer thee to be at eafe in 
^ thy fins; but doth and will deal plainly and 
^ £aitiilttlly with thee, as thofe that are fol- 
-•* lowers thereof have plainly done— Ffiy 
*"' faithfal<£riciMl atid fukjea, Robert 6arc%i^ 
A mope fiiipvusAg circiimftance is, that diis 
cpxftle, wrkteA ^ a {irtvatc mab of no figtmtfj^ 
mu lb happy in its dh&MM to put a ft^ tt> 
Ac fepfeciicioa* 
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L E T T E R IV. 
OF THE C^UAKERS. 

ABOUT this f time arofe the illuftriotis 
William Faa^ who Taifdd the power of 
tbe (fakers in AmeFica, and wouldi h«vz 
made them.sqof^ar. venecablem*. the eyes o£k 
the Eiznoppans^ were it p^'ifible for inankiad> 
torefpccbvirtue^ when revealed in a ridicuiouB . 
lights H£ waSfthe only ion of vice*adiniral 
Peoi, favaTudoo to the: duke of Tork, afcexi* 
Vfard8 king Jaine& the fecond. 

William PeOv^it twenty years of age hap- 
pened to. meet with a. ^ Quaker in Cork, 
whom He had known it Oxford^ this man . 
raade a profdytc of trim ; and William being 
2« (pnightly yx)uthv and naturally eloquent^ 
Wingra winning afpeft, and a! very engaging 
carriage,. iie: ibon. gained over ft^ime of his 
iotimates*. He carried matters fb far, that 
he formed by infenfible degrees, a fociety of 
young QisakerS) who met at his houfe ; fo 
that he was- at the. head of a fe^ when he 
Nvas but a little above twenty. 

JBcing 

fi666. * Thomas Loe.. 
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Beisg recorned, after his leaving Col^kv Sb 
the vice- admiral hia father, inftead ^ M&eif^ 
tipcxi his knees to alk him bis Ueffiog, he 
we^t up to'biai uich his hat on, and iaicl^ 
Friend, h am. ghid to fee thee in good: heidtlu 
The vice-admiral imagined his fon to be era* 
%j i but (bon finding he' was tnrned Quaker, 
he employed all the methods that prudence 
could fuggeft, to engage lun to behave and 
aft like other people. The youth made no 
other anfwer to his father, than by eachoct* 
ing^m to turn Quaker al£b» At laft his 
father confined faimfdf to this fingle requeft, 
vis* that he ihould vdit up(m the king and 
the duke of York with his hat under his arm, 
and flipuld not tbie 2nd ibw- them». William 
anfwered, that he could not. do thefe things 
for confeience fak^ if- which ezafperated his fa- 
ther to fuch a degree, that he turned him 
out of doors. Young Pen gave God thanks, 
for permitting him to fuffier fo early ia his 
caufe; after which he went into the city, 
where he held forth % and made, a great 
number of converts. 

' '1 he church of England clergy found their 
congregations dwindle away daily; and 

. Pen 

* About i66$f in the S4tb year of his age. 
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Vea briii|p yoong, baDdibme, aod of a grace* 
iiBl'ftat&rCy the courts as well as the city ladtes» 
iockcdivtef y (icToutly to his ineettiig* The 
patfiaf^ George Fox heariag of bis great 
nmtatioQ^ came to Londoo, though • the 
journey, was v:^ longi purely to fee and con* 
▼e^ with htm. Both refolded to go upon 
laifitoim 4iito foretga coisntrief , and accord* 
iogiy theey embarked for Hollands after bar- 
Mig left^ kiboorers fuffidwnt to tike care of 
the LoDdoni4oey ard • 

^ Their labours were crowned with fuccels 
ift Amfterdam-j but a circumftaQce which 
Tifle&ed the gnisteft ^honour on them, and 
tt the fame time put thck humility to the 
greateft trials . w;is . the reception they met 
^th from Elizabeth ^be priocefs Palatine, 
att&t to- George ithjB .fir ft of Great Britain, a 
l)dy confpicuous for her genius and know* 
ledge, and to i^hom Des Cartes had dedicat* 
ed Lis Philofophical Romance. 
* She was then retired to the Hague, where 
file received thefe friends, for fo the (fakers 
were at that time called in Holland. This 
princefs had fever al conferences with them 
, in her palace, and (he at laft entertained fo 
favourable an opinion of Quakerifm, that 
they confefled Ihe was not far from the king* 

dofld 
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dom Df hesiven.' the friciids; fowed 'lii:^4 
wife tkt( fpGfd feed in Gerxfianjr, 'boc reaped 
"^ry little ffuit; for the tnodie\oi' t^bei^ing: 
ind thdu^ing wasnotajpprovedpf iR^ cbtiiitry^ 
Wh^r0-9t Wan is perpeluadly obK^drto ekiipLxyt 
tbe 'X\t\^ ^i high'nds * and • ^esceUency • Wil^ 
Xaf^' ' Pem^ r etiuraed ^oao "to England, upotr 
tfeaffitg of his father's ficknefsy io order ta 
fee him before he died. The vice-ad i^viral 
Was reconciled tohis (on, and though of ac|if- 
fcrent perfualion, embraced him tendMy; 
"^iniam niade a frmtlef» exhortation toUiis- 
fathcf not to rceeiveithe fa^ramenti, but to 
die a Quaker; and the -* good ¥)Id knan in** 
treated hid ion <^!V^Uiah]^tp[ wear buttons oa 
his* fleevcfe, ' and' aP crape' batband in his bear 
v^f } hvk all to n0 putpofc. 

William Pen 'inhtriied very large pofleA 
fions^ part of which isonlifted in crown debts^ 
due to the vice-admiral for fums'he had ad* 
vanced for the fca-fcrvice. No monies were 

« 

at that time more fecure than thofe owing 
from the king. Pen was obliged to go 
more than once^ ahd thee and tbou- king 
Charles and his miniftcps, ^^ order to recover 
the debt ; and a^t laft, iniiead of: Tpecie, ;the 
government invefled him wkhthc right and 
fovtrcigBty of a province of-America^ loathe 
*> ^ . fouth 
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Ibuth of Maryland. Thus was a Quiker 
raffed to fovercign power. Ten fet (ail for 
his new dominions with two fhips freight- 
ed with (^lakers, who followed his fortune. 
The country wjitf then called Pchfilvania, from 
William Pen, who there founded Philadel- 
phia, now the moft flourifhing city in that 
country* The firft ftep he took was to enter 
into an alliance with his American neigh* 
4>ours; and this is the only treaty between thofe 
ppople and theChriftians that was not ratified 
by an oath, and never infringed. The new fo- 
vercign was at the fame time the legiflator of 
Fcnfilvania, and enaftcd very wife and 
prudent laws, none of which have ever been 
changed fince his time. The firft is to in- 
jure no pcrfon upon a religious account, and 
to co?)fider as brethrc^n all thofc who believe 
in one God 

He had no fooncr fettled his government, 
bat feveral American merchants came and 
peopled this colony. The natives of the 
country, inftead of flying into wood^, culti- 
vated, by infenfible degrees, a friendfliip with 
the peaceable Qu ikers. They loved thefe 
forcii::ners as much as they detefted Other 
Chriftians who had conquered and laid wafte 
America. In a little tiiii^, a great number 

B of 
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of thefe favag€s(falfelyfo called) charmed with 

*tlie mild and gentle difpofition of their 

.liciglibours, came in crouds to William Pen, 

.and befought him to admit them into th€ 

number of his vaflals. It was very rare and- 

.uncommon for a fovereign to be thee'd and 

thou*d by the meaneft of his fubjccle, who 

never took their hats off when they came 

.into his prefence; and as Angular for a 

.government to be ^^ithout one prieft in it, 

and for a people to be without arms, either 

. offcnfive or defcnfi^e ; for a body of citizens 

to be abfolutely undiftinguilhed but by the 

public employtnents, and for neighbours not 

to entertain the leaft jcaloufy one againft the 

other. 

William Pen might glory in having brought 
down upon earth the fo much boafted golJen 
age, which in all probability never exifted 
but in Penfilvania. He returned to England 
to fettle fome affairs relating to his new 
dominions. After -the death of king Charles 
.the fecond, king James, who had ioved the 
father, indulged the -fame afftftron to the 
lon^ and no longer confidered him as an ob- 
fcure feftary, but as a very great man. 1 he 
king's politics on this occafion agreed with 
his inclination. He wasdefirous of plcafing 

the 
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the Quakers, by annulling the laws made 
againft nonconfonnifts, in order to have au 
opportunity, by this univcrfal toleration, of 
eftablifhing the Romifh religion. All the 
fe<5laries in England faw the fnare chat was 
laid for them, but did not give into it ; they 
never failing to unite, when the Romifh re- 
ligion, their common enemy, is to be oppo* 
fed* But Pen did not think himfelf bound 
in any manner to renounce his principles, 
merely to favour proteftants, to whom he 
was odious, in oppoiition to a king who loved 
him. He had eftabliOied an univerfal tolera- 
tion with regard to confcience in America, 
and would not have it thought that he in- 
tended to deftroy it in Europe; for which 
reafonhe adticred fo inviolably to king James, 
that a report prevailed univerfally of his be- 
ing a Jc^fuit. This calumny affected him very 
ftrongly,and he was obliged to juftify him- 
felf in print. However, the unfortunate 
king James the fecond, in whom, as in mod 
princes of the Stuart family, grandeur and 
weaknefs were equally blended ; and who, 
like them, as much overdid fome things as 
he was fliort in others, loft his kingdom in 
a manner that is hardly to be accounted for. 
All the Englifli feft^rifts accepted from 

B 2 William 
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William the third and his parliament, the 
toleration and indulgence which they had rc- 
fofcd when offered by king Jamts. It was 
then the Quakers began to enjoy, by Tirtuc 
of the laws, the feveral privileges they pof- 
fefs at this time Pen having at laft feea 
C>uakerifm firmly efiabliflied in his native 
country, went back to Pentllvania. his owo 
people and the Americans received him witii 
tears of joy, us though he had bcpn a father 
who returned to vifit his children. AH the 
laws had been religioufly obferved in his 
abfence, a circumftance in which no iegiflator 
bad ever bcc» happy but himftlf. After 
halving refided fome years in Penfilvania, he 

' left it, but with great reluftancc, in order 
to return to England, there to folicit fomc 
matters in favour of the commerce of Pcn- 
filvania. But he never faw it again, he dying 
in Rufcomb in Beikflrire, anno 1718. 

I am not able to guefs what fate C^aker- 
ifra may have in America, but I perceive it 
dwindles away daily in tngland. In all 
countries where liberty of confcience is al- 
lowed, the eftablifhed religion will at laft 
fwallow up aU the reft. C^akcrs arc dif- 
qualifi<^'d from being membets of parliament j 

' tior can tbey cigoy any poft or preferment, 

bccaufe 
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becaufe an oath muft always be taken on thefe 
occafiooS) and they nevei: fwear. They arc 
therefore reduced to the neceflity of fubfift- 
ing upon traffic. Their children, whom th« 
induftry of their parents have enriched, are 
defirous of enjoying honours, of wearing 
buttons and ruffles; and quite afliamed of 
being called Quakers, they become converts 
to the ciiurch of fngUnd^ merely to be in 
ti»e£iiUaiu 
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L E T T E R V. 

. . * - • 

Of THE CHURCH OFENGLANBi 

ft 

ENGLAND is properly the coxxnitf 
of fcftarifts. Multae funt manjumes in 
domo patris met (in my father's houfc arc ma- 
ny manfions.) An Englifliman, as one to 
whom liberty is natural, may go to heaven 
his own way. 

Nevertbelefs, though every one is per- 
mitted tpferve God in whatever mode orfa- 
Ihion he thinks proper, yet their true religi- 
on, that in which a man makes his fortune, is 
the fe6l of epifcopalians or churchmen,, called 
the church of England, oriiaiply the church, 
by way of eminence. No perfon can poffefs 
an employment^cither in England or Ireland, 
unlefs he be ranked among the faithful, that 
is, profefs himfelf a member of the church of 
England. This reafon (which carries mathe- 
matical evidence with it) has converted fuch 
numbers of diifenters of all perfuaiions, that 
not a twentieth part of the nation is out of 

the 
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the pale of th« eftablifhed church. The 
Englifh clergy have retained a great number 
of the Roniifli ceremonies, and cfpecially tliat 
of receiving, with a moft fcrupulous attenti- 
on, their tyth«s. They alfo have the pious 
ambition to aim at fuperiority. 

Moreover, they infpire very religioufly 
their flock with a holy zeal agaitift diflenters 
of all denominations. This zeal was pretty 
violent under the tories, in the four hft 
years of queen Anne ; but' was produclive 
of no greater mifchicf than the breaking the' 
widdows of fome meeting-houfes, and the< 
demolifhing fome few of them. For religi- 
ous rage ceafed in England wich the civil* 
wars; and was no more under queen Anne, 
than the hollow noift of ar fca whofe billowS' 
ftHI heaved, though fo long after the fiorm, 
xvhen the whigs and tories laid wade their 
native country, in the fame ipanner as^ the^ 
Guelphs and Gibelinsformerly did theirs. It 
was abfolutcly ncccffary for both parties to 
call in religion on this occafion j the tories^ 
declarcsd for eplfcopacy, aqd the whigs, aS' 
fome imagined^ were for abuliihing it ; how« 
ever, after thefe had. got the upper hand^ 
they contented themfclves with abridging it. 

At the time when the eacl of O^iord aud 

B 4 the 
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the lord Bolingbroke ufed to drink healths 
to the torics, the church of England^ confi- 
dered thofe noblemen as the defenders of ita 
holy privilfrgej. The lower houfe of convo- 
cation, (a kind of houfe of commons) com- 
pofed wholly of the clergy, was in fome cre- 
dit at that time, at leafl the members of ichad 
the liberty to meet, to difpute On ecclefiafti^ 
cal matters, to fenteace impious books froani 
time to time to the fiames» that is, book9 
wiitten againft themfelves. The mintftry^ 
which is now compofed of whigS, does not 
fo much as allow thofe gentlemen to aflembte, 
fo that they are at this time reduced (in th6 
obfcurity of their refpeftive pari&es) to the 
melancholy occupation of praying for the 
profperity of the government, whofe traQquiI« 
lity they would willingly difturb. With re* 
gard to the biihops, who are tweoty*fix in 
alU they fttU have feats io the houfe of lorda 
in fpite of the whigs, becaufe the ancient a« 
bufe of confidering them as barons fubfifts to 
this day. There is a claufe however in the 
oath which the government requires from 
thefe gentlemen, that puts their chrifttaa 
patience to a very great trial, viz. that they 
iball be of the church of England as by law 
dlabliihed» There are few foiihopSf deans, 

or 
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or other dignitaries, but tmagiae they ar^ 
fo jurt divim\ it is confec|uentiy a great mor* 
tificatioB to them to be obliged to confefs, 
that they owe their di^oity to a pitiful law 
«&aded by a fet of profaQf" laymen. A learn* 
cd monk (father Caurayer) writ a book late* 
ly to prove the validity and fucceffion of 
EngUlh ordinations. This book was forbid 
in France \ but do you believe that the Kng* 
li£h miuiftry were pleafcd with it ? far from 
it. TUofe damned wbigs do not v^Iue a 
firaWy whether the epifcopal fucceflioa a- 
mong them hath been interrupted or not, or 
.whether bi(hop Faxker was coafecratcd (as it 
1^ pretended) in a taveri), or a clturch ; for 
tbefe whigs are much better pkaied that the 
bilhops ibould derive their authprity from 
the parliament, than from the api»ftlcs« 

Tbc lord B » ■ ' obfcrved, that this no" 

tioa of divine right wouU only m^ke (b na* 
Qjr tyraptsiu lawn fleeves^ bub that the Uws 
9)ade io a^any citizens. ^ 

With regard, to the morals of the Eni^lifh 
clergy» they are more regular than thofe 
of France, and for this reafon : all the eler^^y 
(a very few excepted) ar^ educated in the 
univerfities of Oj^ford or Cambridge, far 
frQm t^kc depravity and corruptioa which 

B 5 reign 
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reign in the capital. They are not called 
to dignities till very late, at a time of life, 
when men arc fenfiblc of no other paflioa 
but avaricCj that is, when their ambition 
craves a fupply. Employments are here bc- 
ilowed both in the church afid the army, as 
a reward for long fervices, -and we never fee 
youngfters made bifliops or colonels imme* 
diately upon their laying afide the academi- 
cal gown ; .and befides, moft of the clergy are 
married. The ftifF and aukward air contrad- 
ed by them at the univerfity, and the little 
familiarity the men of this country have with 
the ladies, commonly oblige a biihop to con- « 
fine himfelf to, and reft contented with his 
own. Clergymen lomctimcs t ike a glafs at 
the tavern, cuftom giving them a fanclion 
on this occafion ; and if they fuddle tliem- 
felves it is in a very fcrious manner, and with- 
out giving the leaft fcandal. 

That fable mixed kind of mortal (not to 
be defined) who is neither of the clergy nor 
of the laity ; in a word, the thing called 
Abbe in France is a fpecies quite unkno>VQ 
in England. All the clergy here are very 
much upon the referve, and moft of them 
pedants. When thefe are told, that in 
France, yout.g fellows famous for their diffo- 

luteuefs 



THE ENGLISH N^ATLON. si 

lutcnefs, and raifcd to the higlieft dignities 
of the church by female intri.^uts, adJrefs 
the fair publicly in an amorous way, amufe 
thcinfelve& in writing tender lovc-fongs, en- 
tertain their fri nds very fplendidly cverjc 
nkrhtat theirown houfes, and invoke thKaf* 
fiftancc of the Holy Ghoft, and call them- 
felves boldly the.fuccej&'ors of the apoftlcSj 
they blcfs God. for their being protellants. 
But, thefe are fhamelefe heretics, who de- 
fcrvc to be blown hence through the fljmes 
to old Nick, as Ribelais fays ; and for this 
reafon I do not trouble myfelf about them* 
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L E T 1 E R VI. 

OF THE PRESBYTERIANS. 

TH E church of England is confined al* 
moft to the kingdom whence it receiv* 
ed its name, and to Ireland ; for Prefbyte* 
rianifm is the efiabliflied religion in Scotland* 
This Prtfbyteriauifin is dircdiy the fame 
with Calvinifm, as it was eftabliflitd in 
France, and is now profefled at Geneva. 
As the priefts of this icA receive but very 
iiiconiideraible fiipends from their churches, 
and confcquently cannot emulate the fplen- 
did luxury of bifliops, they exclaim very 
naturally againft honours which they can 
never attain to.; Figure to yourfelf the 
haughty Diogenes, trampKng under foot the 
pride of Plato. The Scotch Prefbyterians arc 
not very unlike that proud, tho* tattered, 
reafoner. Diogenes did not ufe Alexander 
half fo impertinently as thefc treated king 
Charles the fecond ; for when they took .up 
xirms in his caufe, in oppofition to Oliver, 
who had deceived them, they forced that 

poor 
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poor monarch to undergo the hearing of 
three or four iccmons every day ; would not 
fuffer him to play, reduced him to a ftate of 
peoiteoce and mortification ; fo that Charles 
foon grew fick of thefe pedants^ and accord* 
ingly eloped from them with as much joy aft^ 
» youth does from fichooU 

A church of £uglaad minifter appears as 
, another CatQ, in prefence of a juvenile^ 
fprightly French graduate, who hawls for ar 
wnole moruiog together in the divintty 
ichoob, and hums a ibng in chorus wi<th la- 
dies in the evening ; but this C^to is a very^ 
(park, whcfi before a Scotch pr^ibytertan^ 
1 he latter affects a ferious gaite, puts oa a 
four look» W(:ars a vatlly broad- brim Qied hat» 
and a Idng cloak over a very fliort coat ;. 
preaches through the nofe, and gives the 
name of the whore of Babylon to all 
churches where the miniftefs are fo forto* 
nate as to enjoy an annual revenue of five or 
fix thoufand pounds ', and where the pet>ple 
are weak enough to fpffer this, and to give 
them the titles of Qiy lord, your lordihip, or 
ypur eminence. 

Thefe gentlemen who have alfo fome. 
churches in Englaqd, intrixluced there the 
mode ut grave and feveree^^hortatious. To 

them 
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them IS owing the fenft'.ficition of Sundayr 
in the three kingdoms. People are for-* 
bid to work or take any recreation on that 
day, in which the fevcrity is twice as great 
as that of the Romiib church. No opf^ras, 
f]\y% or concerts are allowed in London 
on Sundays ; and even cards are fo exprefly 
forbid, that none but perfons of quality, and 
thofe we call the genteel, phy on that day ;•.. 
the reft of the nation go cither to church, to 
the tavern, or to fee their miftrcffts. 

Though the Epifcopal-and the Pfefbyteri* 
an fedts are the two prevailing ones in Great 
Britain, yet all others are vet y welcome ta 
come and fettle in it, and live very fociably 
together, though moft of their prcachers> 
hate one another almoft as cordially as a Jaa- 
fenift damns a Jefuit. 

Take a view of the royal exchangein Lon- 
don, a place mote ven;.rable than many 
courts ofjuftice, where the reprefentatives 
of all nations n)eet for the benefit of man* 
kind. There the Jew, the Mahometan, and 
the C4hrift:ian tranfad: together, as though 
they all profeffed the fame religion, and give' 
the name of infidel to none but bankrupts. 
There the Prefbvterian confides in the A- 
naDapcift, and the churchman depends on the 

(faker's 
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Quiker's word. At the breaking up of this 
pacific and free afl'embly, forae withdra\V'%©^ 
the fynagogue, and others to take a glafs. 
This man goes and is baptized in a great 
tub, in the name of the Father, bon, and 
Holy Gtioft : that man has his fon's foreikin 
cut oflF, whilO; a let of Hebrew words (quite 
unintelligible to him) are mumbled over his 
child. Others retire to their churches, and 
there wait for thc'infpiration of heaven with 
their hats on, and all are fatisfied. 

If one religion only were allowed in Eng« 
land, the government would very poflibly be- 
come arbitrary ; if there were but two, the 
peopl would cut one anothers throats ; but 
there art* fuch a multitude, they all live hap- 
py, and in j[>eace. 
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LETTER VIL 

OFTHESOCINIANS, OR ARtANS;^ 
OR ANTITRINITARIANS. 



THERE IS a lif tic fed here compofcd of 
clergymen, and ol a few very learned 
pcrfons among the laity, who, though they 
do not call themfelyes Arians or ^iocioians, 
do yet liiffent cntirt-ly from St. AthanaiiuSj, 
with regard to thtir notions of the Trinity^ 
and declare very frankly that the Father ia. 
greater than the bon« 

Do you remember what is related of a cer- 
tain orthodox biibop, whcf in order to con- 
vince an emperor of the reality of gpniuti- 
flantiation, put his hand un ler the chin of the 
monarch's fon, and took him by the note in 
the prefence of his facred majefty ? '^ he 
emperor was going to ordfr his attendants 
to throw the bifliop out of the window, 
when the good old man gave him this hand* 
{iHtxt and convincing reafon : Since your 
majefty, la)b he, is an^ry when your fun has 

not 
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not due refpect (howa to Unit what paoilh* 

xnent do you think will God the Father in^ 

flick on tbofc who refufe his Son Jefus the 

titles due to him ? Th« perfons I juft now 

mentioned, declare that the holy biihop took 

a very wrong fiep ; that his argument was 

incoDclufive, and that the emperor (hould 

have anfwer^d him thus; Know that ther« 

are two ways by which men may be want'^ 

ing in refped to mc ; firft in not doing ho-^ 

nour fufficient to my fon i and fecoodly, in 

^. paying him the fame honour m to me. 

Be this as it will, the principles of Ariut 
begin to revive, not pnty in England, but isk 
Holland and Poland. The celebrated Sir 
Ilaac Newton honoured this opinioa fo far as^ 
to coontenance it* This philolophtf thought 
that the Unitarians argued more nuthema^ 
tically than we do. But the moft (anguioei 
ftickkr for Arianifm is the illuflrious 0(r* 
Cbrk. This man is rigidly virtuouSj and of si 
mild difpolition ; is more fond of his tenets, 
than defirous of propagating them ; and ab* 
forbed fo entirely in his problems and calcula* 
tions, that he is a mere reafoning machine^ 

It is he who wrote a book whicb is muctk 
efteemed and little underftood, on the exift« 
eoce of Cod ; and another more intelUgibles 

but 



42 LETTE RS CONCERNING 

but pretty much contemned, on the truth oF 
the chriftian religion. 

He never engaged in fcholaftic difputes, 
which our friend calls venerable trifles. He 
only publifhed a work containing all thetefti- 
monies of the primiti);^ ^S^^j for and again fl: 
the Unitarians, and Idtves to the n*adcr the 
counting of the voices, and the liberty of 
forming a judgment. This book won the 
dt)dor a great number of partizans, and loft 
hinvthe lee of Canterbury : but in my humble 
opinion,! e was out in his calculation, and hadl' 
better have been primate of all England, thaa 
nercly ah Ariah parfon; 

You fee that opinions are fubjeft to re- 
volutions as well as empires. Arianifm, 
after havrng triumphed during three centu* . 
ries, and been forgot twelve, rifes at laft out 
of its own aflies; but it has chofe a Very 
ii. proper feafon to make its appearance in, 
the prdent age being quite cloyed with dif- 
putes and fects. Ihe members of this lect 
are bef^des too few to be indulged the liberty 
of holding public aflemblies, which however 
they will doubtlefs be permitted to do, if>'* 
cafe they fpread confiderably. But people 
are now fo very cold with refpeft to all things* 
ct this kind, that there is little probability 

any 
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any new religion, or old one that may be 
revived, will meet with favour. Is it not 
whimfical enough that Luther, Calvin, and 
Zuinglius,' whofe' writings" no body in tliis 
age reads, fhould, have founded feels which 
are now fpread over a^reat part of Europe; 
that Mahomet, thou^ fo ignorant, (hould 
have given a religion to Afia and Africa } and 
that bir ifaac Mewton, Dr. CI irk, Mr. Locke, 
Mr. Le Clerc, etc. the greateft philofophcrs/ 
as well as the ableft writers of their ages, 
ihould' fcarce have Been able to raife a little 
flock, Vhkrb even dedreafes. daily ^ 
' This ifi4s to bejliorn at a-proper period of 
time. Were cardinal de Rctz to return a- 
gam into the ivbrid, neither his* eloquence, 
Bor his intrigWei, would draw together tea* 
women in Paris, ' ' ' ^ 

Wdre Oliver Cromwell^ he wh6'beheadecf 
his fovereign, and feized'upon the kingly 
digni y, to. rife from the dead, he would be 
a wealthy city trader, and no more. 
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LETTER VIIL 
OF THE PARLIAMENt. 

THE members of the Engliih parliamentr 
are fond of ccmiparwg themfelycS' ta 
tbe old Romans* 

Not long fiacc» Mr. Shippen opeoed a 
^eech in tb^ houfe of commoDfr with thele 
words, ^* The majefty of the people ^ Eng^ 
^. land would be wounded*" Thia fingu- 
larity of the ezpreffion occafioned a loud 
laugh i but this geatlemaa, ia fa,r from bc«* 
ing diiconcerted,, repeated the iame word« 
with a refolute tone of voice, ami the laugb 
feaded. In my opiuiout the majefty of the 
people of Englaad has nothing iia commoa 
with that o£ the peoplq of Rptue ;. much leik 
is there any affinity between their govern^ 
xnencs. There is in London a fenate, fome 
of (he members whereof are accufed doubt- 
lefs very uojuftly, of felling their voices on 
certain occaiions, as was done in Rome ; this 
is the only refembhnce. Befides, the two 
nations appear to me (]^uite oppoUce in charac- 
ter, 
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tcr, with regard both to good and evil. The 
Rcmatis never knew the dreadful fol^y of 
religious wars, an abomination refervtd for 
dcvrmt preachers of patience and humility. 
Marine afid Sylia, Catffar and Pompey, Anto* 
ny and* Auguftus, did not draw their fwords 
and fet the worid in a blaze'i merely to dcter- 
imae whether the Flamen ftould wear his 
fliirt over his robe, or his robe over his Ihirt j 
or whether the facred chicketis (hould eat 
and drink, or eat only, in order to take the 
augtnry. The En^ghfli have hanged one 
atnither by law, and cut one another to 
pieces in pitched battles, for quarrels of as 
trifling a nature. The cds of the Epifco- 
paKans and Prefbytcrians quite diftraded 
thcfc -very -fcrious head^ for a time. But I 
fjmcy they will hardly ever be fo filly again, 
they fceming to be grown wifer at iheir owa 
expencc; and I do notpcrceive the lead in- 
clination in them to murder one another 
merely about iyliogifms, as fome zealots a- 
mong thctn once did. 

. But here follows a more effential diiFcrcnce 
between Rome and tngland, which gives 
the advantage entirely to the latter, vrz. that 
ihe civil wars of jRoiiic ended in flavery, and 
thofe of the Euglifli in liberty* The EngUfli 

are 
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\ are the only people upon earth who have 
I been able to prefcribe limits to the power of 
! kings by refilling them ; and who, by aferies 
of ftruggles, have at lafl eftablifhed that 
wife government, where the prince is all- 
powerful to do good, and at the fame time is 
reftrained from committing evil ; where the 
nobles are great without infolence, though 
there are no vaifals ; and where the people 
ihare in the government without confufion. 
The houle of lords and that of the cora- 
jnons, divide the legiflative power under the 
king ; but the Romans had no fuch balance. 
The patricians and plebeians in Rome were 
perpetually at variance, and there was no in- 
termediate power to reconcile them. The 
Roman fenate, who were lo unjuftly, fo cri- 
minally proud, as not to fu£Per the plebeians 
to fhare with them in any thing, could find 
no other artifice to keep the latter out of the 
adininiflration, than by employing them in 
foreign wars. They confidered the plebeians 
as wild bcafts, whom it behoved them. to let 
loofe upon their neighbours, for fear they 
Ihould devour their maftcrs. Thus the 
grcatell dcfcd in the government of the Ro- 
mans raifed them to be conquerors. By be- 
ing Unhappy at home, they triumphed over 

and 
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and pofleiTed themfelves of the world, till at 
laft their diviiions funk them to flavcry. 

The government of Englan^J will never 
rife to fo exalted a pitch of glory, nor will 
its end be fo fatal. The EngUfli are not fir- 
ed with the fplendid folly of making con* 
quefts, but would only prevent their neigh- 
bours from conquering. They are not on- 
ly jealous of their own liberty, but even of 
that of other nations. The Englifli were 
exafperated againft Lewis the fourteenth, for 
no other reafon but becaufe he was ambi- 
tious ; and declared war againft him merely 
out of levity, not from any intereftcd motives. 

The "i^nglifli have doubtlefs purchafed 
their liberties at a ver.y high price, and wa- 
ded thro' feas of blood to drown the idol of 
arbitrary power. Other nations have been 
involved in as great calamities, and have ihed 
as much blood ; but then the blood they 
Ipilt in defence of their liberties, only enflav- 
ed them the more. 

That which rifes to a revolution in Eng- 
land, is no more than a fedition in other 
countries. A city in Spain, ill Barbary, or 
in Turkey, takes up arms in defence of its 
privileges, when immediately it is ftormed 
by mercenary troops, it is punifhed by 

executioners. 
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executioners, and the reft of the nation kifs 
the chains they arc loaded with. The Fr ench 
are of opinion, that the government of this 
ifljind is more tdmpefiuous than the fea which 
furrounds it \ which indeed is true^ but 
then it is never fo but when the king raifes 
the ftotm ; when he attempts to feize the 
fiiip of which he is only the chief pilot. 
The civil wars of France lafted longer ; were 
more eruel, and productive of greater evils 
than thofe of England : but none of thefe 
civi! wars had a wife and prudent liberty 
for their objeft. 

In the deteftable reign of Charles the ninth 
'and Henry the third, the whole affair was 
only whether the people (hould be flaves to 
the Guifes. With regard to the laft war of 
Paris, it defervesonly to be hooted at. Me- 
thinks I fee a croud of fchool-boys riling up 
in arms againft their mafter, and afterwards 
whipped for it. Cardinal dc Retz, who was 
witty and brave, but to no purpofe ; rebel- 
lious without acaufe; fadtous without de* 
iign, and head of a defencclefs party, cabal- 
led for caballing (ake, and feenied to foment 
the civil war mcrtly out of divcrfion. The 
parliament did not know what he intended, 
nor what be did not intend* tie levied 

troops 
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troops by aft of parliament, and the next 
moment cafhiered them. He, threatened, 
be begged pardon; he fet a price upoa 
cardinal Mazaritte^s head, .and afterwards 
congratulated him in a public manner. Our 
civil wars under Charles the fixtb were bloo- 
dy and cruel^ thoie of the league execrable, 
and that of the | Froodeurs ridiculous. 

That for which the French chiefly re- 
proach the En^ifh nation, is, the murder of 
king Charles the firft, whom his fubjejfts 
treated exaftly as he would have treated 
them, had his reign been profperous. After 
all, ccmfider on one fide, Charles the firft 
defeated in : a pitched battk, imprisoned', 
tried, fentenced to die in Weftminfter-hall, 
and then beheaded: and on the other, the 
emperor Henry the feventb, poifoned by 
bis chaplain at his receiving the facra^ 
ment ; Henry the third ftabbed by a monk ; 
thirty afftflinations projefted agaiiifl Henry 
the fourth; feveral of them put in execution, 
and the laft. bereaving that great monarch 
of his life. Weigh, 1 fay, all thefe wicked 
attempts, and then judge* 

C LET- 

% Frondeursj in Its proper fenfe Slingers, and figu* 
ratively CavUJe. -., or lovers of contradidlion ; was a 
name given to a league or party that oppofed the 

French 
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LETTER IX. 
OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

THAT mixture in the Englifli govera*- 
roent, that harmony between king, 
lords, and commons, did not always fubiift* 
England was enflaved for a long feries of 
of years by the Romans, the Saxons, the 
Danes, and the French fuccefiively. Wil* 
liam the conqueror 'particularly ruled them 
with a rod of iron. , He difpofcd as abfolute- 
ly of the lives and fortunes of his conquered 
fubjeds a& an cafterii monarch ; and forbid, 
upon pain of death, the £ngli(h both fire or 
candle in their houfes after eight o'clock: 
whether he did this to prevent their noc* 
turnal meetings, or only to try, by this odd 
and whiiiifical prohibition, how far it was 
poffible fgr one man to extend his power 
over his ft How-creatures. It is true indeed 

* ' ' * 

that the Engliih itad parliaments before and 
after Willian; the conqueror; and they boaft 
o£ them, as though thele affemblies tben cal- 
led pailiari)ents, compofed of ecclefiallical 

tyrants, 

French miniftry, /. e. cardinal Mazarine in 1 648. See 

Roclicfocauit's memoirs. • 
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tyrants, aad of plunderers entitled barons, 
had been the guardi^aos of the pnUic liberty 
and happinefs- 

The Barbarians who came from the fliorcs 
of the Baltic, and fettled in the reft of £u« 
rope, brought with them the form of govern - 
ment called dates or parliaments, about 
which fo much noife is made, and which are 
fo little underftood. Kings indeed were 
not abfolute in thofe days, but then the 
people were more wretched upon that very 
account, and oipre comfilcatly enflaved. The 
chiefs of tbefe favages, who had laid wafte 
France, Italy, Spain aiid England, made 
tbemfelvcs monarchs. Their generals divid« 
ed among themfelves the fevefal countries 
they had conquered, whenc^ fjprung thofe 
margraves, thofe peers, thofe barons, thofe 
petty tyrants, who often contefted with their 
fovcreigns for the fpoils of whole nations. 
Thefe were birdsofprey, fighting withan eagle 
for doves, whofe blood the victorious was to 
fuck. Every nation, inftead of being go- 
verned by one maftcr, was trampled upon 
by an hundred tyrants. The priefts foon 
played a part among them. Before this, it 
had been the fate of the Gauls, the Germans^ 
and the Britone , to be always governed by their 

C z druids, 



52 LET TIERS cdN€ERNIN<? ' 

druids, and the chiefs of their villages, an 
ancient kind of barons, not fo tyrannical as 
their fucccflbrs. Thefc druids pretended t-o 
be mediators between God and man. They 
enafted laws, they fulminated their cxcom- 
municati^s, and fentenced to death, Tho 
bifliops fucceeded, by infenfible degrees, to 
iheir temporal authority in the Goth and 
Vandal government. The popes fet them- 
felves at their head, and armed with their 
briefs, their bulls, and reinforced by monks, 
they made even kkig^ tremble ; depofed and 
afLffinated them at pleafure, and employed 
eveiy artifice to dr-aW into their own pmfcs 
monies from all parts of Europe. The weak 
Ina, one- of the t^ants of the Saxon hep- 
tarchy in England, was the firft monarch 
that fubmitted, in his pilgrimage to Rome, 
to pay St. Peter's penny (equivalent very 
near to a French crown) for every houfe in 
his dominions. The whole ifland foon fol- 
lowed his example; England became- in» 
fenfibiy one of the pope^s provinces, and the 
holy father ufed to fend from time to time 
his tegates thither, fo levy exorbitant taxes. 
At laft king John delivered up, by a: public 
inflrumeiit, the kingdom of England to the 
pope, who had exccmmunicatcd him j but 

the 
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the barons, not finding their accoufit in this 
rcfigoation,. dethroned the wretched king 
John, siod feated Lewis, father to St. Lewis 
king of Franc^^ in his place* However they 
werefoon weary of their new monarch, and 
lccordln;gly obliged hitn to return back to 
&aoce. . . 

Whilft that the barons, the bifliops and 

the popes, all laid wafte England, where all 

were for ruling; the dioift numerous, the 

iBofl; ufefuly even the mod virtuous, and 

coofequetitly the moft venerable par( of nian« 

kind, confining of thofe who ftudy the laws 

sind the iciences ; of tinders, of artifkers ; in 

SI word, of all who were not tyrants; that 

is, thofe who arCi called the people ; thefe, I 

I fay, were by them looked upon as fo many 

»tuaials beneath the dignity of the human 

fpecies. The commonfs in thofe ages were 

far from fhariog in the government, they 

lacing villain$ or peafants, whofe labour^ 

vhofe blood were the property of their ma*- 

ftcrs, 'who intitled tbemfdves the nobility, 

Thd major part of, men in Europe were at 

that tiale what they are to this day in feverarl 

parts of t"he world; they were villains or 

bondfmen of lords, thjit i^, a kind of cattle 

bought and fold with the land. Many ages 

C 3 paft 



. 1 

54 LETTERS concernino 

paft away before jufiice could be done tQ 
human nature ; before mankind were con- 
fcious that it was abominable numbers (hould 
fow, aii[d but few reap: and was not France 
very hap|)y, when the power and authority 
of thofe petty robbers was abohfhed by the 
lawful authority of kings and of the peo« 
pic? 

Happily in the Violent {hocks which the 
divifions between kings ahd nobles gave to 
empires, the chains of natiqns^were more or 
lefs heavy. Liberty, in England, fprung 
from the quarrels of tyrants* The barons 
forced king John and king Henry the third 
to grant the famous .Viagna Charta, the chief 
defign of which was indeed to make kings 
dependent on the lords ; but then the refi of 
the nation were a little favoured in it, in or- 
der that they might join, on proper occafions, 
with their pretended matters. This great 
charter, lyhich is confidered as the facred ori« 
gin of the EngUih liberties, ihews in itfelf 
how little liberty was^ known. 

The title alone proves, that the king 
thought he had a juft right ^ to be abfolute ; 
and that the barons, and even the clergy, 
forced him to give up the pretended right, 

for 
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for no other reafon bat becsmfe they wcte 
the moft powerful. 

Magna Charta begins in the following fltle^ 
We grants of our own free will^ the following 
privileges to the arcbbiflfops^ bifhops^ frlors and 
barons of our kingdom^ etc. 

The hoiife of commons is not once menti* 
oned in the ardcfes of* this charter, a proof 
that it did not yet exift, or that it exifted 
without power. Mentionis therein made,' 
by name, of the freemen of England, a me- 
hncholy proof that fome were not fo. It ap- 
peiari by the thirty fecond article, that ihefe 
pretended freemen owed fervice to their 
lords. Such a liberty as this was not many 
removes from flavery. 

By article , X3^I, the king ordains that his 
officers ihall not henceforward feize upon, 
unlef^ they pay for them, the horfes and 
carts of freemen. The people confidered 
this ordinance us a reat liberty, though it 
was a greater tyranny. ' Henry the (eventh, 
that happy uforper and great politician, who 
pretended to love the barons, though he in 
^ reality hated and feared them, got their 
lands alienated. By this means the villains^ 
afterwards acquiring riches by induftry, 
purchafed the eftates and country feats of 

C 4 the 
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the illufirious peers, who had ruioed them* 
felves by their folly and je^travagance, aqd 
;JI the laods got by infenlibk degrees into 
other hands. 

The power of the houfe of comiQons io- 
creafcd every day. The families of the »• 
cient peers were at laft extinift ; and as peers 
only are properly noble in England, ther« 
would he no fucb tbtng in flriiftnefe of hyr^ 
9s 'nobility in the iflai)d, had not the kiegs 
created new barons from tinse to time, and 
preierved the body of peers, once a terror 
to them, to oppofe them to the commons 
fioce become fo formidable* 

All thefe new peers, who compole the 
higher houfe, receive nothing but their titles 
from the king, and very few of them have 
efiates in thofe places whence they take their 
titles. One ihall be duke of D-— — , thougk 
he has not a. foot of land in Dorfetihire ; and 
another is earl of a village, though he fcarce 
knows where it is. iituated. The peers have 
power, but it is only in the parliaments 
houfe. 

There is no'fuch thing here, as ^ haute 

mojenney 

• La haute jufliccy is that of a lor d> who has power tQ 
fentence capitally, and to judge of all caufes civil and 
criminali thofe of the crown excepted. La moytnne 
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nmennt^ gi baffe jujiicer that is, a power to 
judge io atl f&atters civil and crifninal ; nor 
a right or privilege of hunting in the grounds 
or a citized, who at the faose time is not 
p^rmiited: to fire a gua in his own field* 

No oae ts exenapted in this country front 
paying certain taxes, becaufe he is a noble- 
n)an or a prieft* Atl duties and taxes are 
fettled by tbd honfe of coomiorns, wbofe 
powtr is greater thaathat of the peers, ; 
though inferic^ to it io dignity. The fpiri- 
tual as ^eU as teufiporAl lords have the liberty 
to rycS a money bill brought in by the . 
cO'Uinons ; but they -are not allowed to alter 
*oy thiag in it, and moft either pafs or 
throw it out Mrithout reftridion. When the 
bill has pified the lords, and id figned by the 
^ngj then the whole nation pays, every one 
in proportion to his revenue or eftate, not 
according to his title, which would be ab- 
surd There is no fuch thing as an arbitrary 
lubfidy or poll-tax, but a real tax on the 

C 5 lands, 

junicey is empowered to jUtige of aftijons relating to 
guardianfliips and ojffences. La bajfejujike takes cog- 
||izance of the fees due to the lord, of the havoc of 
^eafts, and of o£Fences. The moyenne juji'tce is ima- 
gmary, and there is perhaps no inftancc of its being 
«vcr pat in execution. 
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lands, of all which an eftimate was made in 
the rcigo of the famous king WiUiaiD the 
third. 

The land-tax continues ftill upon the 
fame foot, though the reventfe of the lands 
is increafed. Thus no one is tyrannized o* 
ver, and every one is eafy. The feet of the 
peafants are not bruifed with wooden (hoes i 
they eat white bread, are well doathedf' and 
are not afraid of increafing their fiock of 
cattle, nor of tiling their houfei, from aay 
apprehenfions that their taxes wiU be raked 
the year following. The annual iacome of 
the eftates of a great many commoners in 
England, amounts to two hundred choufand 
Uvres ; and yet thefe do not think it be« 
ntath them to plough- the lands which en« 
ri<b them, and on whkh they enjoy their 
liberty. 
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AS trade enriched tlici dtbens of Ehgf 
land,'^ it contributed to thrar frcc^ 
dom, and this freedom on the other fide ex- 
tended their commerce, ii^hence arofe the 
graodeuf of the ftate. Trade raifed by in- 
fenfible degpreeathe nayal power, which gives 
the £iiglifli afupcriority over the feas, and 
they now arc mafters of very near two 
hnndi^d fttps of war. Pofterity will very 
poffibiy be forprized to hear that an ifland, 
whofc only produce is a little lead, tin, 
fuUer^s earth, and coarfc wool, Ihould be^ 
come fo powerful by its commerce, as to 
be able to fend in 1723, thcec fleets at the 
fame time to three diflFerent and fardiftin- 
ced parts of the globe. One bcfoi c <5ibi al-c 
tar, conquered, and ftill poflefled^ by the 
Englifli i a fecond to Porto Bello, to dif-^ 
poflcfs the king of Spain of the treafures* 
«f the Weft Indies ; and a third into the* 

C 6 Baltic, 
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Baltic, to prevent the northern powers 
from coming to stn engagement. 

At the time when Lewis the fourteenth 
made all Italy tremble, and that his armies, 
which had already pofllffed themfelves of 
Savoy and Piedmont, were upon the point 
of taking Turin ; prince Eugene was obli- 
* gcd to march from the middle of Germany 
in order to fuccour Siavoy. Having ^no 
money, without which cities cannot be ei- 
ther taken or defended, he addrefied him^ 
felf to fome Englifii merchants. Thcfe^ 
at an hour and half's warning, lent him 
five millions, whereby he was enabled- to 
deliver Turin and to be<^t the French ; 
after which he wrote the folli>wing fhort 
letter to. the pcrfoOs who had difburfed him 
the above-mentioned fums; *' Gentlemen, I 
** have received your money, and flatter my* 
^' felf that 1 have laid it out to your fati^fac* 
^^ tioii." Such a circumitftace as this raifes 
a jufl pride in an Englifli merobant, and 
makes him prcfume (not without fotne red** 
fon) to compare hiiulelf to a Roman ci** 
ttzen;. and indeed a peer's bv6thtr <iocfi not 
think traffic beneath bint. Whqn the lord 
lownfliend was minifter.of ilatc, a brotlicr 
of his was content to be a city mercbatic^ 

and 
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ind at the time that the carl >r Oxrord ^,j- 
yerncd Great Britain, his you;»g ft brotaer 
was na more tbau a fa£lor in Aleppo, where 
he chofe to live, and where he died. This 
cufiom, which begio* however to be laid a* 
fide, appears naonftroufi jto Germans, vainly 
puffed up with their extiadioo. Thefe think 
it morally impdfSble that the fon of an Ingf 
hfb peer fliould be no more than a rich and 
pDwerfuI citizen; for all are princes in Ger- 
many. There have been thirty highnefTes 
of the fame name, all whofe patrimony con« 
fifted oiily in their efcutcheons and their 
pride. 

•^In France the title of marquis is given 
gratis to any one who will accept of it ; and 
whofoever arrives at Paris froni the moft 
reiiiote provinces with money in his purfe, 
and a name terminating in ac or /7/^, may 
firut about, and cry, fuch a man as I ! A 
man of my rank and figure ! and may look 
down upon a trader with fovereign con- 
tempt; vvhilft the trader on the other fide, 
by thus often hearing his profeflion treated 
lo uifdainfuUy^ is fool enough to blufh at it. 
However, I need not fay which is moft ufc- 
f4;l to. a nation ; a lord, powdered io the tip of 
tlie mode, who knows exactly at what p' 

clock 
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clock the king rifes and goes to bed;- and. 
who gives himfelf airs of graadeui: and ilate^ 
at the fame time that he is adxng tbe flave 
in the anti-cbaq>ber of a prime minifter ; or 
a merchant wh8 e&ridies his oountry, and 
difpatches orders from bis compting-houfe 
to Surat and Grand Cairo, and contributes' 
tp the felicity of the world. 
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LETTER XL 



OF INOCULATION. 



IT is inadvertently affirmed in the chrifti* 
an countries of Enrope, that the EngUfli 
are fools and madmen. Fools, becaufe they 
give their children the fmall^pox to prevent 
their catching it; and madmen, becaufe they 
wantonly communicate a certain and dread- 
ful difiemper to their children, merely to pre* 
vent an uncertain evil. The Engliih, on the 
other fide, call the reft of the Europeans 
cowardly and unnatural. Cowardly, becaufe 
they are afraid of putting their children to a 
little pain ; unnatural, becaufe they expofe 
them to die one time or other of the finall* 
pox. But that the. reader may be able to 
judge, whether the Englifh, or thofe who 
differ from them in opinion, are in the right^ 
here follows ttie hiftory of the famed iooccu 

latioo 
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atioD, w ich* is mentioned with fo much 
dread in France. 

The tTircallfian women have, from timeim* 
memori.il, coawnunieated the fmall pox to 
their children, when not above fix montlis 
old, by making an. ipci/ipn in the arm j 
and by putting into this incifion a puftie, 
taken carefully from the body of another 
child., Thia puftlc' produces: tlifc (ami effccl 
in the arm it is laid in, as yeft in a piece of 
dough : it ferments, anddifFufes through the 
^whokmafs of bloody the qialities with which 
it is impregnated. The puiiles of the child, 
in whom the artificial imall pox 'hadbfeen^hus 
inoculited; are employed to commui^tcatc the 
iaiue diftemper to others^ i liiere i!^ an aU 
moil perpetual circulation of it m Ctfcaffia ; 
aad when unhapptly^ the fmalUpos: has quite 
kft thejcountry, tfoe in>habita«ts of it are in 
as great trouble and^perplexity, as other na^^ 
tions whoa then harv^t-iftas falien^Ikorti 
' The circomftalic^ thM:. Introduced ^ tujf* 
torn in Girciffici^ "Whicb ^^etofS''fo<fiiigulalr to 
others, is devertbelefe a-batife eoinmdti to all 
oatiflus, t^caa^maiimal^^enderheft'knd in4 

/ i h&Circiiffiftnstir^-pOaH ttnd their (Saugh- 
tfixs are.beaut^tul y aQd iikdctd it is in thetn 

^^ they 
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they chiefly trade. They furniffi with beau- 
ties the feragUos of the Turkifh fultan, of the 
Perfian fophy, and of all thofc who are weaU 
thy enough to purchaie and maintain fucb 
precious merchandize. Thefe maidens are 
very honourably and virtuoufly inftrudlcd to 
fondle and carefs men ; are taught dances of 
a very polite and effeminate kind ; and how 
to heighten, by the moft voluptuous artifices, 
the pleafures of their dUdainful matters fo^ 
whom they are deii^ned. Thefe unhappy 
creatures repeat their leffon to their mothers 
in the fame nianner, as little girls anmng us 
repeat their catechifmy w^houc underftanding 
one word they (ay. 

Now it often happened, that after a father 
and mother had taken the utmoft c^re of the 
education of their childern, tbey were fruf^ 
trated of all their hopes in an inftant. The 
fmall-poj^ getting into the family, qnediugh^ 
ter died of it, another loft an eye, a third 
had a great nofe at her recovery, and theun? 
happy parents were compleatly ruined. Even 
frequently, when the fmall-pox becarme epide^ 
mical, trade was fufpended for feveral.years^ 
which thinned ver^ confiderably the. ferat 
glios of Perfia and Turkey. 

A trading naiion h always watchful over 

its 
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its bwn 4&terefU, and grafpft at tvtff'&lOio* 
very that may be of advantage to its eom* 
merce. The Gircaffians obferved, that fcatve 
one perfon in a thoofand was ever attacked 
by a fmall-pox of a violent kind. That fome 
indeed had this difteoiper very favourably 
< three or four timei»y bm never twice £> as to 
prove fatal } in a word, that no one €V€r had 
it in a violent degree twice in his life* They 
obferved farther, that when the fmalKpoca is 
of the milder fort, and the pufiles have only 
% tender delicate ikin to break thro% they 
never leave the lead fear in the face. From 
thefe natural obfervations they concluded. 
Chat in cafe an infant of fix mosths or a year 
old flumld have a mUder fort of fiaail^poit^ 
he would not die of it, woukl not be marked^, 
nor be ever afflidled with it ^aiu* 

In order thereiore to preferve the Kfe and 
beauty oi their children, the only thing re» 
maining was, to give them the fmall.pox in 
their infant years. This they did, by ioocu* 
lating, in the body of a child, a pnfile beiog 
taken from the moft regular, and at the ikme 
time the moft favourable fort of fmall pox 
that could be procured. 

The experiment could not poffibly faiU The 
Turks, wlio are people of good fenfe, ioon 

adopted 
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adopted: this cufiocn^ ihfomocb that at thi$ 
Iim0 tikae k not a bafia in Copftaotinople^ 
imt communicates the fmali-pox to hia cttil* 
tdcni of both fexes, immcdiatciy apoa their 
bang weaned* 

- Sqaicfiretefid, that the^Circaffiaasbwrow- 
edthts cuftom amueatly from tbc Arabiao$ii 
bot we fiiaU > Uvv^ the coring up this jxitat 
of hiiloryto fome learned Beoedtdltne, who 
will nott iailvtd eompUe a great many folioi 
on tlnei fvAjed^ with the ieveral proofs or 
«athorities. i Ml I have to iay upon it, kf 
ttkat in the begiimiog of the reign of king 
iCeorge thefirfi, the lady Wortley Mont^oet 
a woman of tt fine a Renins, and endued with 
. as great k ftrength of mlikd as any of her fex in 
the Brhiflildiogd0ms, bong with her huiband, 
^ho.was ambaflador at the Porte; made no 
fo-nple to oomcnunicate the fmall^pox to an 
infant of. which fhe was delivered in CoH* 
fiantinople* The chaplain reprefented to bis 
lady, but to no^purpc^e, that this was an un* 
cbiiiiian opera tion^aad therefore that it could 
focceed with none but infidels* HHowever, 
it had the moil happy effeft upon the fon of 
jLhe lady Wortley Montague, who, at her 
return toKngland, communicated the experi- 
ment to the princefs of Wales» now queen 

of 
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qF England. It muft he cooftffcid that this 
princeis, abftrafled from her crowiiiaod. titles, 
vrt^t}orn to encourage the whole circle oi arts^ 
%tid to dp good to mankind, bhe appears 
as an amiable philofopher on the throne, havr 
ing never let flip one opportunity of improv- 
ing the. great talents file revived from na^. 
ture, nor of exerting her beneficeni^ev It id 
&e, who being informed that, a daughter of 
Milton was living, bat in miferable circma* 
fiances, inimedi^tely fent her .a coniiderable 
prefent* It is (be who prote6led the lexiincd fa* 
tber Gourayer. It is (he who condefccnded to 
attempt are conciliation between .Dr Clark and 
Mr^ Leibnitz. The moment lihe heard of ia« 
oculaiion, (be caufed an experiment of it to 
be made on four criminals fentenced to die^ 
and by that means iavcd their lives doubly j 
fox ike not only iaved them from the gallows^ 
but, by means of this artificial fmall-pox, pre- 
vented their even having that diftemper in a 
natural way, with which they would have very 
probably besen attacked one time or other, and 
Height have d£ed o£ in a- more advanced age; 
1 he princefs, being iiTared of the uiefuU 
nefs of this operation, caufed her own child^ 
dren to be inoculated. A great part of the 
kingdom^.iuiiawed her example,, and fince 

that 
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that time ten thoufand children, at leaft, of 
perfons of condition, owe m this manner 
their Hves to her snajefty, and to the lady 
Woctley IVfontague ; and as many of the 
fair fex are obliged to them for their beau** 
ty. 

Upon a general calculation, threcfcore 
pecfons in every hundred havethe fmall-pox. 
Of tbefe th^eefeorir, twenty die of it ia the 
ttiMsSt favourable teaAcm of life, and as many 
more wear the difagreeable remains of it as 
long as tbey live. Thus, a fifth part of man- 
kiad either die, or are disfigured by this dif^ 
temper^ But it does not prove fafal to to 
Qiuch as one, among thofe who are inoculat- 
ed in Turkey or in England, unlefs the pati- 
ent be'iofirni, or would have died had not 
the experiment been made upon him. Be- 
fides, no one is disfigured, no one has the 
imalNpox a. fecorid time, if the inoculation 
was perfect. It is therefore certain, that had 
the lady of fome French ambaffador brought 
the fccret from Conftantinople to Paris, the 
nation would have been for ever obliged to 
her. Then the duke de Villcquier, father to 
the duke d'Auovont, who enjoys the moft 
vigorous conftitution, and is the healthieft 

man 
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man in France, would not have been cut Off 
in the flower of bU ^e. 

The prince of Soubife, happy in the fined: 
fluCh of health, would not have been fnatch« 
ed away at five anil twelfity ; nor the dauphin^ 
grand-father to Lewis the fiftDflith, have been 
laid in his grave in bis fiftieth year. Twenty 
thoufand perfons, whom the fmall pox fwept 
away at Paris in 1723, would have been a- 
live at tl)is time. But are not the French 
fond of life, and is beauty fo inconfiderable 
an advantage as to be difregarded by ladies ! 
It muft be conCefled that we are an odd kind 
of people. Perhaps our nation will imitate, 
ten years hence, this pradice of the Englifli^ 
if the clergy and the phyficians will but give 
them leave to do it : or pofiibly our country* 
men may introduce inoculation three months 
hence in France out of mere whim, in cafe 
the Englilh (hould difcontinue it through 
ficklenefs. 

I am informed that the Chinefe have 
praAifed inoculation thefc hundred years, a 
circumftance^ that argues very much in its 
favour, fince they are thought to be the 
wileft and beft governed people in the world. 
The Chinefe indeed do not communicate 
this difiemper by inoculation, but at the 

nofe. 
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fiofe, in the fame maaiKr u we take fnuff* 
This is a more agreeable way, but then it 
produces the like effefts, and proves, at the 
fame time, that had inoculation been prac* 
tifed.in France, it would, have faved the 
lives o£ tjiou£isds« 
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LETTER XII. 

OF THE LORB BACON. 

NOT long fiirce, the trite and frivolous 
qucftion following was debated in a 
very polite and learned company, viz. who 
was the greateft man, Qaefar, Alexander, 
Tamerlane, .Cromwell, etc. 

Some body aniwered, that Sir Ifaac New* 
ton excelled them allw The gentleman's af« 
fertion was very jaft j for if true greatnefs 
confitts in having rrceived from heaven a 
mighty genius, and having employed it to 
enlighten our own minds and thofe of others; 
a man like Sir Ifaac Newton, whofe equal is 
hardly found in a thoufand years, is the truly 
great man. And thofe politicians and con- 
querors (and all ages produce fome) were 
generally fo many illuftrious wicked men. 
That man claims our refpecl, who commands 
over the minds of the reft of the world by 
the force of truth, not thofe who cnflave 

their 
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their fellow creatures j he wha is acquainted 
with the univerfe, not they who deface it* 

Since therefore you dcfire me to give you 
an account of the famous pcrionages which 
England has given birth to> I (hall begin with 
lord Bacon, Mr* Locke, Sir {faac Newton, etc« 
afterwards the warriors and minifters of ft ate 
ihall come in their order. 

I mud begin with the celebrated vifcount 
Verulaoi, known in Europe by the name of 
Bacon, which was that of his family. His 
father had been lord-keeper, and himfelf was 
a great many years, lord chancellor under 
king James thefi rft. Never^tbelefs, amidft the 
intrigues of a court, and the affairs of his ex« 
alted employment, which alone were enough 
to engrofs his whole time, he yet found To 
much leifure for ftudy, as to make himfelf a 
great pbitofopher, a good hiftorian, and an 
elegant writer y and a ftill more furprizing 
circumftance is, that he lived in an age in 
which the art of writing juftly and elegantly 
was little known, much lefs true philofqphy. 
Lord Bacon^ as is the fate of man, was more 
efieemed after his death than in his hfe-time. 
His enemies were in the Biitiih court, and 
his admirers were foreigners. 

When the marquis d'iiifiat attended in 

D England' 
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England upon the priticeft Henrietta Miirb, 
daughter to Henry the fourth^ whom iSng 
Charles the flrft had warri^d, that minifter 
Avent and vifited the lord Bacon, who being 
at that time fick in his bed, received him with 
the curtains jBiut clofc. Yeu rcfenoWe the 
angels, farys the marquis to biih; we heir 
thofe beings fpoken of perpetually, and we 
believethcm fupcrior to men^ but ai^e hever 
allowed the cdnfolation of feein^g ihem. 

You know that 4.his grieat man 'wasaccu- 
fed of a crime very unbecoming a' philofopher, 
I mean bribery -and extortion.^ Tou knbw 
that he was fentenccd 1)y the houfe of lords, 
to pay a fine of about four hundred thoufand 
French Hvfesj to lofe hii peerage and his 
•dignity of ehahcelTor; But in the prefent 
age, the EngKfli revere his memory to fuch a 
degree, that they will fcarce allow him to have 
been guilty/ In cafe you ibould ^afk what 
are my thouglits on this head, I fliall anfwer 
vou in the words which I heard the lord 



Bolir«Q:broke ufe on another occafion. Sevc- 
ral gentlerr.en were fpeaking in his comjp^iny 
c f the avarice with which the late duke of 
Marlborough had been charged, feme exam- 
ples whereof bcinj^ given, the ford BoKhg- 
broke was appealed to (who having been in the 

oppofite 
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oppofite party, might perhaps, withciut the 
imputation of indecency* have bec/i allowed 
to clear up that matter :) ^^ be was fo great 
*^ a man, replied his loiidfliip, that I have for« 
" got hig vices/* . . 

I ihall therefore confine myfelf to thofe 
things which fo juftly gained lord Bacon the 
efteem of ^11 Europe* 

. The mod finguiar, and the beil of all his 
pieces, is that which, at this time, is the mod 
ufelefe and the lead read, I n\ea(| his Novum 
S^ienliarum^ Organum* . This is the fcaffold 
wi^ which the new philofophy was raifed ; 
and when the edifice was built, pact of it at 
lead, the fcaffold was no lo/iger of fervice. 
' The lord Bacon was not yet acquainted 
with nature, but then he knew, and pointed 
out, the feveral paths that lead to it. He had 
dcfpifed.in his younger years the thing cal- 
led philofophy in the upiverfities ; and did 
all that lay in his power. to prevent thofc 
ipcieties 6i men, inlUtuted to improve hu- 
man reafdn, from depraving it by their 
quiddities, th^ir horrors of the vacuum, their 
fubftantial forms, and all thofe impertinent 
terms, which not only ignor.nce had ren- 
dered venerable, but which had been made 
facred by their being ridiculoufly blended 

with religion. 
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at h the father of experimental philofo- 
phy. It muft indeed be confeffed, that very 
iQrptii&iDg fecrcts had been found out before 
his time. The fea-compafs, printing, engrav* 
ing on copper-plates, oil-painting, looking- 
glaiTes ; the ai't of reftoring, in Tome meafore, 
old men -to -iheir fight by^ fpc^aclcs, g^n* 
powder, etc. had been difcovtrred. A new 
world hflfd been fought for, found, and don- 
qucTed*. Would not one fuppofe that thefc 
iublin)ie' idlfcoveries had been tnade by the 
greafteft ^^phildfophers, and in ages much 
more enlightened than the prefcnt?. But it 
was far dthe^rwife; all thefe great changes 
happwed in the moft ftupid and barbarous 
times. /Cliancc only gave birth to moft of 
tbofe^ 4nv>€4iteions; and it is very probable 
that what is called chance contributed very 
ttuich to the difcovery of America j at leaflr 
lit has been always thought that Chiiftophcr 
Columbus undertook his voyage mcrcrly oa 
the reliiion of a captain of a (hip, which ai 
ftorm had drove as far weftward as the Ca- 
ribbce illands. Be this as it wi!l, men had 
failed round the world, and could deilroy 
cities by an artificial thunder, more dread- 
ful than the real one : but, then they -were 
not acquainted witii the circulation of the 

blood. 
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blood, the wciglit of the air, thelavvs of mo- 
tion, light, the QumbeF of our pla()£vt3> 6tc« 
And a man who maintained a theGs on Ar'}£^ 
to tie's categories } on the univerfaU a part4 
rti^ or iuch like QonrenfQ^ ya? i^aotked \ up«i 
oa as a prodigy. 

The moft aflouiihiingy the. moiV ufeful inw 
ventions, are not thofe which reflect ti^c 
greateft honoar on the human Qi^ind. ;It \i 
to ai mechanical inftind^, which is found in 
many men, and not to true phiiafophy, that 
moft aris owe their origin, < r . 

r ■ The 4ir<overy ' ^ fife, the ftf^ of W^akin^ 
]ireadi,of njwcltinj^ ^nd p^ep^fipg^ i»etalsi (K 
Imilding houiiQS^ an$l the invisn^qn of tb« 
jBuittk aie infinitely more beneficUKtQ^ man- 
A^)ad tban.printifig qf the fe^^ponvp^; and 
yet thefe arts were invented by UA^tivatcd» 
AVagemen. r //^.iJj 

" What % prodigies jpfe.A^iCri'P^ks ^^ 
Romans ijfi^de afterwards ; pL.Xfte^^i^iMcs ! 
Nevetthelefs,^ th^y brficve^vl tbajt th^re Wefe 
cryftai heave0$; th^t the.ft^s^iy.^rQ fniail 
larnp^ whiqh f<»>melimes fell iptq^ tbeJVa 5 aRd 
one of their gr^a$eft philofopl^^ira, after Ippig 
refearches, foq[n4.that the f^ars. were fa many 
flints which had beca det4(Ch«d fr^nv U19 

eartb»' . . , /.,.;/,-.:. 
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In a word, nt> one, before the lord Bacon ^ 
was acquainted with experimental philbfd^ 
phy, nor with feveral phyfical expefinienti 
which have been made fince his time. Scarce 
one of them but 16 hinted at in his work^ 
and he himfelf had made feveraU He m^de 
a kind of pneumatic engine, by which he 
guejQfed the elafticity of the air. He approach- 
ed, on all fides as it were, to the difcovcry 
of its weight, and had very near ittfeified. 
i* ; ' but, fome time ^er, Toricelli feized up^ 
on this truth. In' a ISftle time experimental 
phiiotopBy begin to Ife i?iltivated on a fud- 
deif in moft parts df Europe. It was a l&€^ 
den treafure which the lord Bacon had fome 
iiotioil of, and which all the pliilofaphersy 
encoumgicd by his- promifes, endea^routtd 

to dig U^* ' ; • • : . -r 

But that which furprized me fildftv^BV'^i^ 
to read in ' his work, in exprefs Serins, the 
new attraAion, the invention of which is a» 
fcribed to-'Sir Ifaac Newton. 

We muft fearch, fays lord Bacon ,'wh^the)f 
there may not be a kind of magnetic' power^ 
which operates between the earth and heavy 
bodies, between the nioon and the ocean, be^ 
tween the planets, etc. In atiother place he 
fays, either heavy bodies muft be carried to- 
wards • 
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Wi^Kl^ %he csattr of the eartiL, or muft bs 
reciprocally, attraded by it ; and in the lit^ 
ter caib it is eyident^ that the nearer bodies^ 
in their falling, draw towards the earth, the 
fttcup^ger they will attrad one another. We- 
XBufty iays he, make an. expertment, .to iee 
w^ethisr the fame clock will go fsfter on the 
top/ of a mountain or, at the bottom of a 
miae ;: whether the firength of' the weights 
dccreafi^ on the. mountain, and iocreafes in' 
the mine* it is-prqbabk, that the earth has* 
a true attra&ive power .. . 

Xhis k>re-runiier in philofopby was alfoan 
cfegaat writer^ an hiilori|in,.and a:wit» 
.' Bifir moral e0ays aire greatly efteemed, bur 
tfacywcre drawn- up in the view of inflrud* 
Wgc^thertbanolpleafing^andasthey are not 
a. fatire u!pon . maakiDd, like Rochefocault'S 
AiUUQQtiSy^norwwritten upon a,fceptical plan, 
like Montagnc's effays, they are AotSo much 
f cad as^tbcfe twoangenious authors* 

His* hiftory of: king Henry the feventh* 
l?a$ looked uporms^ ipafter-piece ; ^ but how 
is is poflible that fome.perfons. can prefumje^ 
to CQknpate fo little a work with the hiilory 
of our illuilrious Thuanus. 

bpeaking about the famous imppftor Per- 

D 4 kin^ 
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kin, fon to a converted * Jew, who aflbmed 
boldly the name atrd tide ti Richarf d the 
fourth, king, of £nglai)d, at the inftiga-*' 
tion of the duchefs of Burgundy ; and 4iibo 
difputed the crown with Henry thefevafitb^ 
the lord Bacon writes as follows : 

At this time the king began again tp4^ 
'* haunted with fpirits^ by the magic afsd 

curious arts of the lady Margaret ; who 

raikd up the ghoft of Richard dttke of 
** York, fecond fon to king Edward tke 

fourth 9 to walk and tcx the king/* | 
Ahtv iuch' time as ihe (Margarcit of 

Burgtirdy) thought he (Fcrkin Wairbedlb) 
^ was perfed in his kfibn, file Kegan to caft 

with hcrfdf from what coafi this blazing* 
^> fiar ibould firfi appear, and at what time^ it 

muft be upon the horsxcMEi of Irehimt ; lot 

thene had the like meteor ftrong ixnioen^tt 
*« before,*^ \ ^ . 

Me thinks our fagacious Thuanns docs oat 
give into fuch fuftian, which formerly was 
looked upon as fublime, but in this age % 
ju&ly called nonfenfe. 

■ : LET* 

♦JolmPfbcck. 
f The Hiflory of th^ reign oFking Henry the feventht 
page 112. London, printed in 1641* Folio* 
X Idem, p. IX 4* 
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PERHAPS no man ever had a mprc 
ji^ciiciouq, or more methodical ;gciu(jf^ 
or w^ a npore. 4u:6te logician,, than Mx« 
L(}|ckejL and yet he w^s not deeply fkijled. ia 
the machen\atics; This great man couli^ 
never iubjejfl himfelf to > the tedious fatigue 
p\ calculation's aor to tl>e dry purfuit ^f 
fnathematfcs^l txOths^ which do not :^i. Gr,Q; 
prefent any fenfible objeds to the mind j 
jtnd no one has givtn better proofs than he, 
jthax it is poilibie for a man to have a geome- 
trical head, without the afiiila^ce of geuxne,- 
tiy. Before his time, fcvqrfl gTirat philop 
fophers had declared, in the mqft po^itirp 
terms, what the foul of man is: but a3 thefe 
ablplutcly knew nothing about it, they nvight 
very well be allowed to differ entirely in 
opinion from one another. 

In Greece, the infant feat of arts and of 
errors, and where the grandeur jis well as 
folly of the human mind went fuch prodi- 

D 5 gious 
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gious lengths, the pcofde ufed to rea£Mi a* 
bout, the foul in the very. fame maiiner^tts 

ve do. 

* 

The divine Anaxagoras, in whofe honour 
an altar was ere&ed, for fats having taught 
mankind .that the * Sun was greater thaa 
Peloponnefus* that ihow was black, and that 
the heavens were of ftone ^ affinz^ that 
the foul was an aerial fpirit^ but at the fame 
time immortal. Diogenes (not he who was a 
cynical philofof^er after having coined ba& 
money) declared that the foul was a. portion 
of the fubftance of God ; an idea which we 
xnuft confefs was * vtry fublime* Efncurus 
maintained that it was compofcdof parts in 
the fame manner as the body. 

jAriftotle, who has been explained a thou- 
fand ways, becaufe he is unintelligible, was 
of opinion, according to fome of bis difciplcs, 
that the underftanding in^ all men is t>ne and 
the lame fubfiance. 

The divine Plato, mafter of the divine 
Arifiotle, and the divine Socrates, finafter of 
the . divine Plato, ufed to fay, that the fool 
was corporeal and eternal. No doubt but 
the Demon of Socrates had tnfirufted him in 
the nature of it, . Some people, indeed, pre- 
tcnd) that a num, who boafied his being at*- 

tended 
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ieoded by a familiar genius, muft infalUbly 
be either ' a knave m a madmm; but this 
kind of people are feldom fatisfied with any 
tliiog'bot reaibo. 

* With regard -to the fathers of the church, 
federal in the primitive ages believed that the 
feurwas-htuniin, and the* angels and God 
coiporeafl.« Men naturally improve upon 
evtry^fyfienii St. Bernard, as father MabiU 
ton *conf#f£ts, taught that' the fout after death 
ddesnot fee God in ibe oeleftial regi<sn$,' but 
converfes ix4th Chrifi's human nature only. 
However, be \^as not believed this time on 
MS'bare word; the adventure of the crufade 
having a little funk the credit of his oracles. 
Afterwards a thoufand fchoolmen arofe, fuch 
as the irrefragable ^d6i^r, the fubtile doc« 
tw f y the angelic do&or |, the feraphic doc* 
t»r ^, and the chenctbic doftor^ who were 
allfure that* they had a very ctear sind dif- 
thaSt idea^ of the foul, and yctr wrote in fuch a 
manner, that one would conclude they were 
refolved no dne &otiId underff and a word in< 
their writings. > Oar Des Cartes, bom to 
difcover the e^ors of antiquity,^ and at the 
iame time to^fubftitute his a>xm, and har- 

JX6 ried 

• AlexandeV it Hales. f ^-Diins Scotus; 

X St. Thomas. % St. Bonaveixture. 
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md avay by thiAifyftematicfpirit which 
throws a cloud ove£ the minds of the ^reMeft^- 
nipi, thought that he bad dciiioiiftr«ted that 
tiie foul is the fame thing as ihougbtt ia the 
fame, manner as «natter» in his opi»i«B, is th« 
£ime as extenfion* HctSksifid^ that oun. 
thinks cternaUy, and that the £nil ait k& 
coming into the body, is ioforoied. wkh thct 
i^hole ferice of metapbyfic^l notions ; kaowr 
ing God« infinite . fpaQC) poillifiBg all abftraA: 
ideas; in a 'Word, eonyleatly endued -wUk 
the moft fubiime lights^ which it imbappilyr 
forgets at its iffeung ant* of the. wooob* 

Fatlier Malebranchlt; in Us fyblinat .iUofiff 
ons, not only admit ted; tnmte ideas, ;biii} duk 
not doubt of our living wtioily in God» aff>d 
that God is, as it were^ otir fouU - . 

6uch a multitude of reai^pfiers havii^ 
written the ronoance of \i^ iQui, a lage at 
laft arofe, who gaye, with ^an air of > the 
greatcft mode%, the hiftory of it* Mr«( 
Locke has dif[^ayed the bumas foul, -in tbci 
fame manner as an cxcelknt. anatomili exA 
plains the Springs of the 'huoian bodys He 
every where* takes the light oi phyfics €or 
his guide* .lie fi^metimes preftHne^ to 4peak. 
affirmatively, but then he prefumes alfo to 
doubts lulled of concluding at once* wha^ 

wc 
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"vetcaow apt, lie ex^oiinel gradually what 
ve won^d kqow.^ He tik^ an infant ftt the 
bflmt of his birth ;. he trtecs, ftep by ftep^ 
tiie piK)girefe .o£ his^uoderftaadiogi exaxmoes 
v^hat^hing'hQ hasif ip c^oEUDan mth beaft$ii 
audi what be p<yfli^:flcs above them. Above 
all be confiilta himfdf } the being confcioua 
thait'be hioMeif thinkSii . . 

I fbiiU.l^vie, fays i^, to thofe who . kaovn 
aoorei^tf thiy ep^i^ than my(rlf» the e^^aminn 
k)^ ':%ir|^etber . (ib^ (q\xI e»ft&; before or after 
the Qfg^mzuiw^ of bodied* BuBkt 1 eon f eft 
that it is my lot tfG^ be^ animated with otoe o£ 
tbofe heavy {iiule which -do^ not think always) 
tadlMft #vei^fo%iohappy >s not tOt coneeive^ 
tbat it i3 more iO<cefikry the Coiil ihmiUk 
thiok p&rp$toally ^ than that bodies Aioold \» 
fur €vcr in motion* 

With regurd to myMS> \ iball boail tbat i 
bave thei howkur tQ .bi;ikf Ibipidiia titis^panci^ 
cnlar atf« Mr* iLocki^ Nor one ;{baU tsver 
BiakenDebeliewc^.thit 1 tbi«k alwayes a^ 
(iam a$ IkAc iodised aa he eo^ld.be^ to fa»cy} 
tJ^at foine few weeks sifccr Lw; IS eonc&v^ i» 
Va^ a vcMTy learned.; fo«^;^ kiKr>rifigp at tii^t 
tiiiie a. t honfand Jthi«g3.> Aihtt I fi>r;p(st rat m f 
birth ; . and poflcifinp;: when in the MKiaib 
(thou^to AP .oiftnimr. of porpoie) kti^wn 

led**' 
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kdge vfaidK I loft th€ iAftaM I haH <€K:cafioti' 
for it; and which I IVave n^er fiiice beefi' 
able toipeoDv^r perfe^ly.'> * ^ - 

Mr*^ Lockt, af Mr haling* ddlro^ed inpate 
iikas; after' htfirtug fully rencmtyced the^valii^ 
tf c^'beluving^'thatwe'tUfnk ialw»ys'; afta^ 
liaviog laid down, ^om ttie inoiViMid prihci* 
pleS) that ideas cntet* the 'mind tiirough th^ 
fenfes;^ having e&amined our fimple and 
eonificx ideas y having traceid th^^ humaiv 
mind through its fever ah op#PMi(9its } having^ 
fliewed that all the la«gt»ages of the World 
are imperfeft, and the gre&t abufe that V9 
snade of words every moment; he* at la'A; 
comes to oinifider the. eictcffit, < or rather' the 
narrow Umks^f hirmtifi kAdWled^e; It #a9 
SB this chapter he prefumned ti> adli^nee, hot 
very modeiUy, the following words, *• We^ 
^ Ikally perhaps, never be Gipable of fanow- 
^ ingy whether a being, pun4y nnateri^y 
^^ thinks or noti'^- ibis' fa^e afiertion was^ 
by more divines tilan one» - looked ' up^n as 
a feandalous dedaration that t^e ' leul^ is 
material and mortal. Some En^liChmen, de- 
vout after their way, - founded an alarm* 
'ihe iuperCUkious are the fame in lociety as 
coward.^ in an army ; tircy tbcmfclvefs are 
ieized with a panic if ear, • and coitilnwicato 

. . it 
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U Co others* It was loudly exclaimed, that 
Mr» Locke iotci»ded^ to deftroy religion; 
neverthelefsy religion had* nothing to do in 
the affair,. 4t being a quefiion purely philo- 
fophical, altogether independent oo faith and 
Tevelation« : Mr.* Locke's opponents lieeded 
-hut to 6xanQine». calmly and impavttaliy', 
fWhether the dedaring that matter oin think, 
implies a. icon ti:adi^ion; and whether God 
ii^ able to icotiimttnicate thought, to matter^ 
Bu( divines t arte, too apt to begin theb de- 
ckratiops with faying, that God is ofiend^ 
-ed when peoj^e differ Irosn them in opinion; 
in which they tpo mueh refemUe the bad 
poets, who ufed to declare pnUi<t]y that 
/iB9iU<^u fpake irreverently o£ Lewis the four^ 
teen thy. becaufe he> ridiculed their ftupid 
.productions* BKhop Stillingfleet got t^e 
reputation of acalmand^inpf^udieed divine, 
hficau(e he did not espreily make ^e o£ in- 
jurioua. terms in his difpute wkh. Mr/ Locke« 
That divine centered the Ulb agaicift him, birt 
was defeated ;. for be argued as a fchoolman, 
;sknd Locke as a philofopher, who was perfect* 
ly acquainted with the. ftrong as w>eU as the 
weak iide, of. the human mind, and who 
iought with weapons whofe temper he knew; 
II \ fQ>gbi prefumc to ^ivc my opinion on fo 

delicate 



MkaJtea fiEibfofk zhei Mr. LcHcke» I wouUl 
(ay, th9t mca Juvc; long ' difptttcd 'do . the 
jifttuffe.»Dd tlM ioMnortuilHy of the- foul. 
.With iMgaf4 tO)iU tiiiiiiorlaKty> it ia kghpoit 
iCble togwc ft dcAQoArittoa. o£ ti, iioce its. 
Hatuvo if AsU the iuhfcd > at coatrovafy { 
;wbich hojwever muft be.^ thorongibly iiodeiv 
iloodi hcibrr A pcxion c«i be able to. deter- 
p>ine ; whether it : be iaunortal or oot« Hii^ 
^ao voaibii iib&vlttltie aUe» merely by its owa 
ftrenglrh^ to demooArate the imnorUiity bf 
1^ foulf thu it was abfoliitejy fteeefiary 
lltligtoo flioiildl reveal it to u^ It is of ^cU 
ViMlt^ige tafociety iagCDcraU that maAkiiul 
^opi4 b4hciie the ibul to be unmortal ;. iaith 
Mmmw^ U3.to ihir^ ooibiog oaoie is r€i- 
^uirefl, tndibe matter is cleared up at.once* 
^ut it i$ other wife, with refpect to its. nature ; 
it 13 .ofilibde tiDpostdOce to rei^^ioov ^^ich 
cmly rc]||UHres the.^ulto he. TirtueuS). what 
^Aapcit it he'Oiade oL : It is a clock which, 
if^giyeb usitotegulate, hot tb« anili has pot 
jtol4> Msol.what.JiuKtriajls the fpsiog of the 
docii }$ x:Qfnpo(ecl.^ 

. i aPi a body 9. aitd I think, that, is all I 

]raoM^ o£.tbls fnatten Shall i afcribe toaR 

piikiiOV(;ii,caufe$ jvbat 1 caq (e eafily impttt* 

tp the fiAly .iwond cjwie i am acqv^amted 

. • . with? 
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^h?. ber&'di the fcbotil pliiiofephef^ iiK 
ttnruirtnMe "tfirilli thtiv argiamtnta, an^ d«t 

Vk bodteH, aQdrd»t tkenejtbcy ca» hftTe ow 
Ihin^ iMit morieo attd'^ilfcu Monv jnoticmi 
figure,, exien&an* atid folidity omiicii^ fot en a 
thottgiit^ tnd . Mikibqucntly. die fbol xwinol 
be irmtterft' AU ?tbi3« :fi» ofteo fcpoitedi 
at^ty . ftiies of rtaibiting amoitiibi' la no 
iMte tbair tbit-n I amabfeliKdy %fMr«it 
ykoA iMtt« IS'} I gucft^hhst iwpcrfeAly £rai0 
properftfes .of it ; a«wv > aVMMtdf csiiiwfc 
Hll #heth«.tlMCe {nN>|)9rtte»/ mji beriflincgl 
|o tiioiq^t«^ Aftfi chtrafont know ntthnigi 
I aiai«laift pdidirely tbat fnattet canftot 
^nk. ^ ki tktr 'iramiiflr do the icbocb 

^ Mn JHock^ adddcffcd r tbcfe KeAdanW'ia 
Ika tattdktifinaere maarocf £aU«ffiilg» . -At 
feaft* aoR^ft.yoiurfelt^s Jtobe :as»ig«»aot.at 
L Neither your imaginations dot miAe art 
able to» c6fnprebcfid id «wbat mauier-a body 
i^.-fuiceptiUe «f idelis <; asd do youtoAcerre 
bet(cr>iii.«bat manner a. fiibftasnce of what 
kffid /o€Ter,as fofceptiUr of ibemi as you 
oinnoC cofDi^ehcnd «ithtf matter lor- fpifitt 
why vtH yoji prefttioe ta aflert any thing ? 
TfaCv ibporftkiouf • JDaO'Cemcfi akcr wards* 

and 
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and declares that aiUthofe muft be burnt for* 
the good ef their ibuls^ turbo -fo much aiS^fufr 
pe^t that it is poffiUe* fop Ufaie. body >td thkife 
withoet any- foreign affiftance« *- But what 
would thefe people fay ibould they tbemfirlvef 
be proved jrpdigious ? and indeed- what niwBk 
con prefometo s^ert» without being^ gut^^y 
ait the fame. time of the greateft ia>pietf , that 
it iff impoffible for the Creator to form mat* 
ter with thought > and (eniisktioa ? Confide!^ 
only, I beg you^ what a dilemma you bring 
yourielves . into ; yoii who * confine in th%% 
inanncT'the pewer^of the Coeatort. Beafts 
h^vie the <£une organs, the fame f^fationsi 
the fame percepdnns/ aa we; ithey haipd 
memoiy^ «aiid coisbine certain ideas* la 
cafe it was not in the power of God toiaii*- 
niate viattert i^ inform' it wiUi >ieofattoo^ 
Idle confeqnence wontd be^ eitker that beafts 
are' mere knachines^ or that they have a 
ijpiritual font. 

Methinks it is cl^rly ei^ent.ithat beafts 
cannot be -mere maqhines^ whioh ' Improve 
thus* . God has. givelo^ them the ianiei organs 
of fcnfation as to w:. if therefore they hms 
no fenlbtion; God has created an ufeleft 
thing ^' now,, according to your own coi^ 
ieifion God docdJuithiDgtiavaai ; he-ti^re^ 
, - fore 
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fote did not' create fo many organs of fen- 

fatlon, merely for them to be uninformed 

with this faculty ; confequently beads are aot 

mere machinesv Beafis, according to your af- 

fertion, cannot be animated with a fpiritua! 

foul } yon wili therefore, in fpite of yourfelf, 

be reduced to this only aflertion, *viz* that 

God has) endued the organs of beaft^, who 

are mere matter, with the faculties of fen* 

fation and perception, which you call in^ 

ilinA in rhem* But why may ndt God, if 

ke pleafes, communicate to our midre ddK 

cate<organ8 that facultyof feeKng,percelviiigV 

and thinkings which we caUhumaro -riiialba? 

To whateirer fide you turn, ydu are forcodl 

tO' acknawledge your own igiiorance, and 

thebdundleis power of the Creator* £jd-> 

ckiim.'^henibrejno' miirc agkioflr^th^ fage( 

the modeft pbilofophy of Mr. Lbcke, ^hktii 

fo far from'interfering with' religion, would 

be of ufe to demonftrate the truth of it, in 

cafe religion wanted any* Aich fupport. > For 

what philofophy can. be of a more religidut 

nature than tbat^ whidh affirming nothing 

but what it conceives cleaffiy, and con^fcious 

of its own weaknefs,' declares that we muft 

always fafave recourfe to God in our examin- 

iftg of the firft. priQcipl4S». .- 

.'t' Beiides^ 
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. Befides, we muft not beaf>prelien(ive9 that 
p[ij philo£^phical opinion will ever prejudice 
the religion 6f a country. Though car de* 
monftrations claih diredly with our niy£; 
terie$^ that is nothing to the piirpofe, for 
^t lartter arc not lefs revered upon that ac^ 
c:oun( fay ,our Chiiftiaa philoiophers^ who 
know very well that the objeds of reafoii 
^d thofe ]$f faith are of. a very different 
a^tare* rPbilofopherawiU never form a re^ 
HgioiM icAy the r^afon of which is, their 
3|rfiti»gt are.oot calculated • for the vtilgat, 
;mm) itlioy tiieoftfislves are. fece horn caibofiafou 
if we divide mankind into twenty parts, 
U yfUl be found that Mueton of theCe 
cenfiftt of perfottfi employed in manual 
iubpur, wbO{ .will:iie^er know tkac fuch a 
pmN[i w Hf « Locke .ever exiftcd*. In the 
pnmmn^ twentieth part^ how £ew are 
readers I a^d among fuch as are fo, twenty 
anxufe.tbflDiislves with romances, to one who 
Indies, phiilofophy. The thinking part of 
mankt^ are confined to a very fmall num- 
ber,; and tbefe will never diflnrb the peace 
and tranquillity ol^the world, 

a either Montagne^ Locke^ Bay le, Spinoza, 
l^pbbes^ the lord Shaftfbury, Collins or To- 
land> lighted up the firebrand. of difcord in 

their 
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thefr countries ; this has generally been the 
^^ ork of divines, wlio beiu^ at fir ft pujSfed ug 
with the ambition of l)ccoming chiefs of a 
fed, foon grew^ very deiirous of being at the 
head of a party. But.w^atdo. I fay? all 
the works of the modern philofophers put 
together vrill never make fo much noife as 
even the difpute which ^^roie ama^g,tlle 
Francifcans^ ^m^r^ly. about (h^ fafliftoft of their 
fleeves and of their cowls*. 
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L E T T E R XIV. 



ONDES CARTES AND SIR 
ISAAC NEWTON. 



A FRENCHMAN, who^ arrives in 
London, will find phiiofopby, like 
every thing clfe, very much changed there. 
He had left the world a plenum^ and 
he now finds it., a vacuum. At Paris the 
univerfc is fccn compofed of vortices of fub- 
tile matter ; but nothing like it is feen in 
London. In France it is the preflure of the 
moon that caufes the tides ; but in England 
it is the fea that gravitates towards.the moon ; 
fo that when you thfnkthat the moon (hould 
make it flood with us, thofe gentlemen 
fancy it fliould be ebb, which, very un- 
luckily, cannot be proved. For to be able 
to do this, it is ncceffary the moon and the 
tides JQiould have been enquired into, at the 
very inftant of the creation. 

You'll oblervc farther, that the fun, which 

in 



THE ENGLISH NATION. ^5 

in Fra.nce is faid to have nothing to do in 
the alFair, comes in here for very near^ a 
quarter of its affiftance. According to your 
Carcefiaos^ every thing is performed by an 
impulfion, of which we have very little 
notion ; and according to Sir Ifaac Newton^ 
it is by an attraAion, the caufe of which is 
as much unknown to us. At Paris you 
imaging ^that the earth is fhaped like a me- 
lon, or of an oblique figure ; at London it 
has an oblate one. A Cartefian declares that 
light exifts in the i^ir; but a Newtonian af- 
fetts that iticomes from the fuki in fix minutes 
'^nd a- half. The levefal operations of your 
cBymiftry are perfortiied by Acids, Alkalies, 
and fubtii matter; but attraction prevails 
even in chymiftry among the Englifh. 

The very effencc of things is totally chan- 
ged. You neither are agreed upon the defi- 
nition of the foul, noi* on that of matter.'Des 
Cartes, ks I 6bftrved in xAy laft, maintains 
that the foul is the fame thing with thought; 
and Mr. Locke has given a pretty good proof 
of the contrary.' ^ 

Des Cartes afferts farther, that extenfion 
alone conftitutes mitter, but Sir Ifaac adds 
falidity to it. 

How 
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How foridufljr codtradiftory are theie 
op nion s ? 

Non ncfirhn infer vos 4ant<^ t^mpmtre Kie^m 

ViftGiLi Eclogue ill. 

*ri8 pot for Ui to end fucli gre«t di^tcs. . 



* 
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This famous Newton^ this deftroycr of tte 
CaiTtefii^nffyftem, died in Macch Annoij^f. 
^His countrymen honoured him io his Ufe* 
time, and interred ihim as tho'he had beeti 
a king who ^ad mad^Jiis people hfppy. , 

1 he EngliA read w^h the higheiU fajti^fac- 

tion^and trapflatcd ii^to thcic 'tongue, th^s 

dogiufn cf'Sir Ifaac Mewton, wliich Mr. d|5 

Fonte(ielle fpoke in the academy of fciences. 

Mr. de Fontenelle prefide^ as judge over 

.{'bilofophers i and Uie £n{glifli expeded bis 

deciiion^ as a fole^^n /dcqlaration of the 

fuperiority of the ^^gliOi Phil olophy 'over 

that of tbie Frencbr But. when it was found 

^tbac this gentieoiasi.'hadconrpaned De^ Cartes 

to Sir Ifaac, the whole royayl.foci^t in London 

iTofe up Jn arms* ^o far 'from a^rquieTfing 

;with Mr* B^on^icncllfc's judgroen*, they criti- 

cifcd his dilcourfe. And even.feyeral (who 

however were not the ableft philoibphcrs in 

\ that 
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that body) were offended at the cocDparifon ; 
and for no other reafon but becaufe Dcs[ 
Carter was a Frenchman. 

It muft be confeffed that thefe two great 
men diifered very much in conduft, in for- 
tune, and in philofophy. 

Nature had indulged Des Cartes with a 
fiiining and ftrong imagination, whence he 
became a very Angular pcrfon both in private 
life, and in his manner of reafoning. ihi$ 
imagination could not cooccal itfcslf even in 
his pbildfophical works, which are every 
where adorned with very fhining, ingenious 
metaphors and figures. Nature had almoft 
made him a poet ;* and indeed he wrote a 
piece of poetry for the entertainment of 
Ch^iftina Queen of Sweden, which however 
was fupprcffed in honour to his memory. 

He embraced a military life for fome time^ 
and afterwards becoming a complete philofo* 
pher,'he did not think the paffion of love 
derogatory to his character. He bad by his 
iniftrefs a daughter called Froncine, whp 
died young, and was very much regretted 
by him. Ihus he experienced every paifion 
incident to mankind. 

He was a long time of opinion, that it 
would be neccffary for him to' fly from the 

E focicfy 
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fociety of his fellow creatures, and efpecially 
from his native country, in order to enjoy 
f he happinefs of cultivating his philofophical 
itudies in full liberty. 

Des Cartes was very right, for his con- 
temporaries were not knowing enough to 
improve and enlighten his underftanding, 
nnd were capable of Httle clfe than of giving 
him uneaiinefs. 

He left France purely to go in fearch of 
truth, which was then perfecuted by the 
wretched philofophy of the fchool«. How- 
ever, he found that reafon was as much diC* 
^ guifed and depraved in tiie univerfities of 
Holland, into which he withdrew, as in his 
own country* For at the time that the French 
coiideittned the only proportions of his phi« 
lofophy which were true, he was perfecutcd 
by the pretended philafophcrs of Holland, 
who underfiood him no better ; and who^ 
having a nearer view of his glory^ hated his 
pel fon the more, fo that he was obliged to 
leave Utrecht. Des Cartes was injurioufly 
accufed of being an atheift, the laft refuge 
of religious fcandal: And he who had em- 
ployed all the fagacity and penetration of his 
genius^ '.u fearching for new proofs of the 

cxittencc 
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exiftence of a God, was fufpecled to believe 
there. was no fucK being 

Such a perfecution from all fides, muft 

ncceflarily fuppofe a moft exalted merit, as 

^well as a very diftinguiihed reputation : and 

indeed he poflefled both. Reafon at tliat 

time darted a ray upon the world thro' the 

gloom of the fchools, and the prejudices 

of popular fuperftition* At laft bis name 

fpread fo univerfally, that the French were 

defirous of bringing him back into his na« 

tive country by rewards, and accordingly 

offered him an annual penfion of a thoufand 

crowns. Upon thefe hopes Dcs Cartes re* 

turned to France j paid the fees of his patent, 

"which was fold at that time, but no penfion 

vras fettled upon him. Thus difappointed, 

he returned to his folitude in Nortii-Holland, 

where he again purfued the ftudy of philofo- 

phy, whilft the great Galileo, at fourfcore 

years of age, wis groaning in the prifons of 

the inquifition, only for having demonftrated 

the earth's motion. 

At laft Des Cartes was fnatched from the 
world in the flower of his age at Stockholm. 
His death was owing to a bad regimen, and 
he expired in the midft of fome Literati who 

E 2 were 
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were his enemies, and under the hands of a 
phy fician to whom he was odious. 

The progrefs of bit Ifaac Ncwtoti*s life 
was quite different. He lived happy, and 
very much honoured in his native country^ 
to the age of fourfcore and five years. 

n was his peculiar felicity, not only to be 
born in a country of liberty, but in an age 
when dUfcholalHc inipertincics were banifhed 
from the world. Realon alone was cultivate 
€d, crnd maiikind' cotild only be his pupil, 
not his euemy. 

One very fingular difference in the livc^ 
of thefc two great men is, that Sir Ifaac, dur- 
ing the k>Hg cpurfe of years he enjoyed, was 
never fenfible to any paffion, was not fubjcct 
to the commo« frailties of mankind, nor 
ever had any commerce with women ; a 
ciicumtiance which was aflured me by the 
phyficun and lurgeoa wha attended him ia' 
his laft moments. 

We may admire Sir liaac Newton on this 
occafion, but then wc muft not cenlure Dcs 
Caites. 

Tkc opieJon that generally prevails in 
England with regard to thefe two philofo- 
phcrs is, that the latter was a dreamer, and 
the former a fage. 

Very 
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Very few people in England read Des' 
Cartes, Avhofc works indeed ar« now ufclcfs. 
Q^ tic other fide, but a fmail number pe- 
rufe thofe of Sir Ifaac, becauie to. do tliis the 
fiudent mud be deeply (killed in the mathe^ 
maticks, otherwife thofe works will be unr 
jotelJigible to him. But notwithUanding 
this, Ihefe great men are the (ubjecl of every 
.one's difcourfe. Sir Kaac Newton is allow- 
/ed.ey^ry advantage^ v/lnHA Des Cartes is not 
KMiuIge^ a fiogle oue^ According to fome, 
4t i^ to tbe forOFier that weiowc the diicovery 
fof a Vacuum^ that the air is a heavy body, 
raad th« inveotion of telefcqpes*. In a word. 
Sit ifaac Newton is here a« the Hercules of 
fabulous fiory, to wham the ignorant afcrib-r 
ed all Che feats of afncieat heroes* 
- lb a critique that was niade in Londonr 
^n Mr. <ic Foatenelle's difcourfe, the writer 
^refuiQed to aflcrt. th^t Des Cartes was not 
a great geometrician. Thofe who make 
fuch a declaration may juAly be reproac^^ed 
with flying in their matter's face. Des Cartes 
cJitended the liniits of geometry as fir be- 
yond the place whbre he found them, as :>ir 
Ifaac did after hioi. The former firft t lUi^lit 
the method of psprefling curves by equacions. 
this geoxnetryy which, thanks to him for ic, 

£ 3 is 
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is DOW grown common, was fo abftrufe id 
hU time, that not fo much as one profe0br 
would undertake to explain it ; and Scbot* 
ten in Holland, and Format in France^ were 
the only men who underftood it* 

H^ applied this geometrical and inven- 
tive genius to dioptricks, which, when treat- 
ed of by him, became a new art. And if 
he was mifiaken in fome things, the reafon 
of that is, a man who dtfcpvers a new traft 
of land cannot at once know all the pro- 
perties of the foil. Thofe who come after 
him, and make thefe lands fruitful, are atleaft 
obliged to him for the difcovery. I will not 
deny but there are innumerable errors in tbe 
reft of Des Cartes' works. 

Geometry was a guide he himfi^ had in 
fome meafure fathioned, which would have 
condu&ed him fafely thro' the fevera.1 pattm 
of natural philofophy. Nevertheleft he a(t 
laft abandoned this guide, and ^ave entirely 
into the humour of forming hypothefes ; 
and then philofophy was no more than an 
ingenious romance, fit only to amufe the 
ignorant. He was miftaken in the nature of 
the foul, in the proofs of the exiftence of a 
God, in matter, in the laws of motion, and 
in the nature of light. He admitted innate 

ideas> 
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Ideas, he invented new elements, he created 
a World ; he made man according to his own 
fancy ; and it is juftly faid, that the man of 
Des Cai^tes is in fa£fc that of Des Cartes on« 
ly, very different from the real one. 

He pufted hts metaphyfical errors fo 
far, as to* declare that two and two make 
four, for no other reafon but becaufe God 
would have it fo.. However, it will not 
be making him too great a compliment if 
we. affirm that he was valuable even in his 
•niftakes. He deceived him felf, but then 
^ was at leaft in a methodical way. He 
dcftroyed all the abfurd chimaera's with 
which youth had been infatuated for two 
thoufand yearst He taught his contempo- 
i*aries how to reafon, and enabled them to 
employ his owti weapons againft himfclf. if 
Des Cartes did not pay in good money, he 
however did great fervicc in crying down 
that of a bafe alloy. 

I indeed believe, that very few will pre* 
fiime to compare his philofopliy in any re- 
fpecl with that of Sir Ifaac Newton. The 
former is an tffay, the latter a mifter-piece: 
But then the man who firft brought us to 
the path of truth, was perhaps as great a 

£ 4 genius 
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genius as he who afterwards conducled Ui 
through it» 

Des Cartes gave fight to the blind. Thcfe 
iaw the errors of antiquity and of fciences. 
The path he ftruck out is fince become bound- 
lefs. Rohault's little work was^ during 
fome years, a complete fyftem of phyficks ; 
but now all the tranfa^tions of the fereraL 
academies in Europe put together da aoC 
form fa much as the bejginning of a fyftexo. 
In fathoming this afoy& no bottom has been 
found. We are now to examine what dtf- 
coveries Sir liaac Newton has made in it. 



© 
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LEtTEK. XV. 



ON ATTRACtlON. 



a 

THE difcoveries, which gaih'd Sir 
Ifaac Newton fo uuivcrfal a rcputa- 
tioo, relate to the fyftcm of the world, to 
.ligbti to geometrical infinities, and laftly to 
chronology, with which he ufed to amufe 
hinf>lelf after the fatigue of his fevercr 
iludies. 

I will now acquaint you (without 

froUxity if poiEble) with the few things I 
ave been able to comprehend^ of all thefe 
fublime ideas. With regard to the fyftem 
of our worId» difputes were a long time 
maintained on the caule that turns the 
plaijets,.. ajid keeps them in their orbits; 
and on thofe <;aures which make all bodies 
here below deicend towards the furface of 
the earth. 

The fyftcm of Dcs Cartes, exphin'd and 
improv'd fince his time, feemed to give a 

E J plaufible 
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plaufible reafon for all thofe phsenonlena 5 
and this reafon feemM more juft, as it is 
iimple, and intelligible to all capacities. But 
in philofophy a fiudent ought to doubt of 
the things he fancies be ufiderftands too 
eafily, as much as of thofe be does not ua- 
derftand. 

Gravity, the falling of accelerated bodies 
on the earth, the revolution of the planets 
in their orbits, their rotations round their 
axis, all this is mere motion. Now moti* 
on cannot perhaps be conceived any other- 
wife than by impulfioo ; therefore all thofe 
bodies muft be impelled. But by what are 
they impelled ? All fpace is full, it there- 
fore is filled with a very fubtile matter, 
lioce this is imperceptible to us ; this matter 
goes from weft to eaft, iince all the pllh 
nets are carried from weft to eaft. 
Thus from hypothefis to hypotfaefis, from 
one appearance to another, philofophers 
have imaging a vaft whirlpool of fubtile 
matter, in which the planets are carried 
round the fun : They alfo have created 
another particular vortex, which floats in the 
great one and which turns daily round the 
planets. When all this is done, it is pre- 
tended that gravity depends on this diurnal 

motion i 
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jftotion ; : for, fay tbcfe^ the velocity of 
the fubtUt matter that turns round our 
iktle vortex muft be fcvcntcen tknes more 
rapid than tlntt of the earih*; or, in cafe its 
Velocity is fcvcntecn times grciter than that 
of the earth,- its centrifugal force muft be 
Vdftly gr at^r, and con&quently impel all 
J>odies towards the earths This is the caufe 
-of gravity^, according to the Carte Qan 
iyftem* Bui the theorift, before he calcu* 
iated the cestrifugal force and velocity of 
the fubtile matter^ flibuld firlV have been 
•certain that it exifted* 

Sir Ifaacltlewton feems to have deftroycd 
ft}l tbefe great and little vortices^ both that 
"Which carries the planets round the fun, as 
well as the othier which fuppofes every pU- 
^det to turn on its own asis.; 

Firft, with regard to the pretended 
little vortex of the earthy it is deinonflratcd 
that it mud Ibfe its motion hy infeniible 
degrees ;. it is> demonftrated, that if the 
earth fwim&.in a fluid, its jdeniity muft be e* 
qual to that ' of the earth ^ and in cafe its 
dexifity be the fame, all the bodies s we en- 
<]eavour to move muft meet wi4h an inibper^ 
able refiftgnce* 

With regard to the great vortices, they 

E« are 
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are dill more chimerical, and it is ioipoffiUe 
to make them agree v^ith Kepler's laur, the 
truth of which has been demonftratcd'. Sir 
liliac (hewS) that the revolution of the fluid, 
in which Jupiter is (uppos'd to be carried, 
is not the fame with regard to the revolatioa 
of the fiuid of the earth, as the Tevohition 
of Jupiter with refp€<3: to that of the earth. 
He proves, that as the. planets make their 
revolutions in ellipfes, and cpnfequently be- 
ing a much greater diftance one from the 
other in their Ophelia, and a little nearer in 
their Perihelia ; the earth's velocity,, for in- 
flance, ought to be greater, wben*ft is near* 
er Venus and Mars, becaufe the floid tjiat 
carries it along, being then more prefs'd, 
ought to have a greater motion ; and yet it 
is even then that the etfrtfaV motion is 
flower. 

He proves that tbere is no foch thing ak 
a celeftial matter which goes from ^eft t6 
taft, fince the com^s traverfe thofe fpaces^ 
fometimes from eaft to weft, and at other 
times from north to fouth. 

In fine, the better to refolve^ if poffible^ 
every difficwlty, he proves, and even by cx- 
peiiments, that it is impofiible there (hould 
be a Plenum ; and biings back the Vacuum, 

which 
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mrhich Ariftotle and De$ Cartes had baniih^ 
«d from the world. 

Having' by thefe and ieveral other ap- 
^ment^ deibroyed the Cartffian Torttceg, 
(fae defpaired o£ ever being able to dilcovcr^ 
-v^hetbcr there is a fecret principle in nature, 
:which, at the fame drnc^ is ct)e c^vtf^ of the 
inotioo of all celefttal bodies, and th^t 
of gravity on the earth. But being retired 
id 1666, upon account of the plague, to a 
foiitade near Cambridge ; as he was walk^ 
ing one day in his garden, and fasir fome 
frmts fall from a tree, he fell into a pro- 
found meditation .00 that gravity^ the cau(b 
Aot which had io long been ft>ught, but in 
'Vain,' by all the phiiofophevs, whilil the 
vulgar think there Is nothing myfterious in 
:ic. «He^faid to himfelf, that from what 
height fefeVer, in our hemifphere, thofls 
•bodies might defcend, their fall wocdd cer- 
-tainiy be in the ptx»grtfffion diroovered4ly Gah 
liI«o { and the fpaces they run thro* would 
tbe as the iquare of the times%> Why may 
not this power which caufes beavy b()di€^ 
to dtfoendy iind is the iaame withooc any 
ienfible diminution at tlie r-edxottft diHance 
from the center of the earth, or qn the fum^ 

mits of the high eft mountains*;* why, fatd 

Sir 
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Sir Ifaacy may not this power (extend as high 
as the moon ? and in cafe its influence reach* 
^ fo far^ is it not very probable, that tliis 
.power retains it in its orbit, and determines 
its motion ? but in cafe the moon obeys 
this priacipie (whatever it be) may we not 
conclude very naturally, that the Feft of the 
planets are equally fub}i:d to it ? in caic 
this power exifts (which befides is proved) it 
muft increafe in an invcrfe ratio of the 
fquares (^ the di dances. AH therefore that 
remains is, to examine how far a heavy 
body, which fliould faU upon the earth 
from a moderate height, would go; and 
how far in the fame time, a body which 
ihould fall from the orbit- of th« mooin 
would defcend. To find this nothing is 
wanted hut the. meafure of the earth, and 
the diftance of the moon from it. 

Thus Sir Ifaac Newton reafon'd* But at 
that time the Englilh had but a very im- 
perfect meafure of our globe, apd depended 
on the uncertain fnppoficion of mariners^ 
who computed, a degree to contain but fixty 
Engliih miles, whereas it confifts in reality 
of near feveoty. As this falfe computation 
did not agree with the conclufions which 
iiir Ifaac intended to draw from them, he 

hid 
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hid afide this pur futt. A lialflcaroed pht« 
iQfopher, remarkable only for his vanity, 
vould have made the meafure of the earth 
agree, any how, with hisfyftem : Sir Ifaac, 
however, chofe rather td quit the refearches 
be was then engag'd in. ^ut after Mr. 
Picart had meafur'd- the earth exaflly, by 
tracing that meridian^ which redounds fo 
much to the honour of the French, Sir Ifaac 
Newton re(umM his former reflexions, and 
found his acxount in Mr. Picart's calculati** 

A circnmftance which has always appeared 

wonderful to me is, that fuch fublime dif- 

.Ci>veries (hould have been made by the 

Jble ailiftance of a quadrant, and a little 

arithmetic* 

The circumference of the earth is one 
hundred twenty three millions, two hun- 
dred forty nine tboafand-fix hundred feet« 
ThiS) among other chiogs, is neceffary to 
prove the fyflem of attradkioQ* . •- . 

The in{);4nt we know the earth^s circum* 
ference,. and the diftance of the moon, we 
know that of the moon's, orbit, and the dip 
ameter. ol this orbit. The moon performs 
its revolution in that orbit in twenty feven 
days, fcveo hours, forty three minutes. \% 

IS 
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is ^einonftrated^ tliat the moon in^ Its. nbeafi 
.flQntkm^QBQkcft an hundred and forurfcose and 
fesreni tboofand, tm^ }iimd2;ed.aQd ii^ty feec 
^fofPansJixk a TBiuuie.*^ It. is likewiie de-* 
monikated, Jbjr ^ known, thpor^niy that, thk 
central force .whick ibcmld make a body fail 
from th^ height joL the inoon, .would: m^ilde 
♦its f velocity, no "more than fiftedn Paris feat 
in .a muwlbc of «tkne» > Now, if the law by 
which bodies rgvai^itate, and attract olie aa- 
othcr in dm iovcrfe .ratio of the ^fi^aris of thfie 
diflances be true ; if the fame power a£ts, ao- 
icording to that bw, throughout all nature ; 
it is evident^ that^as the earth is fixty femi- 
diameters' diilaiit: from .the moon, m heavy 
body ..mud naBceflarilgr fa]i;(oa the earth) 
fifteen feet in the firft fccond, and fifty four 
liiouiand feet in the firft minute. • 
' Now. a heavy bodyfalls^ in reahty, fif- 
teen Ifett in the firft fecond, and goes in the 
firft.misaitr fifty focor. thoufiind feet, vHliich 
number is the* £spaMci>l fixty imihiplied b|r 
-fifteen. Bodies thepefore gravitaite io an in- 
!ver{e ratio ok tl^ fjuares of the difiaoccs ; 
-con^qusntlj^ what caufes gravity^ on earth, 
And ke^ps the moon in its orbio, is one and 
theianpe power $ it being demon ftrated:th«it 
the flSuMn gravitates, oa the earthy, which is . 

the 
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the center of its pfiftkrular xnotion, it is de^ 
moti'ftrated that the eacth and the maoa 
gravitate On the fun, ^hich is (he center of 
their annual tnotion. 

The reft of the planets muft be fubj^ tt> 
this general law- ; and if this law exifts, thefe 
planets muft foHow the laws which K pier 
difcovcr'd. AH theie laws, all (btfe relati- 
ons are imleed obferv'd by the planets with 
the otmoft tsaftncfsj therefore the power of 
a^traftion caQfes all the planets to gravitate 
towards the fun, in lycemanneras tliemOQA 
^avitates to^^rdis oor globe. 

Finally, as in aB bodies, re*adion is eqtial 
to adkioi), it is certain that the earth gravi- 
tates alfo towards the moon ; and that tte 
fan gravitates towards both : that every 00c 
of the fateilites of , Saturn gravitates to- 
wards the other four, and the other four 
towards it: aH five toward? Saturn, and 
Saturn ' towards aH* That it is the^ iaow 
i^ith regard to Jopiter ; and that all thefe 
globes are attracted by the ftin, which is- re- 
ciprocally attraded by thenu 

This power of gravitation a£b pfopor- 
tionably to the quantity of matter in bodies, 
a truth which 6ir Ifaac has demonftrated 
by experiments. Ihb new dikovery has 

beea 



114 LETTERS conckrning^ 

been of u(e to (hew, that the fun (the cra- 
ter of the planetary fyftcm) at tr a As them 
all in a dire£l ratio of their quantity of mat- 
ter combined with their nearnefe. From 
'hence Sir Ifaac, rifing by degrees to dif^ 
coveries which fecmed not to be formed for 
the human mind, is bold enough to compute 
the quantity of matter contained in the fua 
and in every planet; and in this manner 
Ihews, from the ftmple law of mechanicks, 
that every celeftial globe ought neceflarily 
to be where it is placed 

His bare principle of the laws of gra<- 
vitation accounts for aB the apparent ine- 
qualities in the courfe of the celefiial globes. 
The variations of the moon are a neceffa- 
ry confequence of thofe lawg. Moreover 
the reafon is evidently fcen. why the nodes 
of the moon perform their revolutions ia 
oineteen years, and thofe of the earth in 
about twenty fix thoufand. The f^veral 
appearances obfervcd in the tides, are. alio 
a very fimple efied of this attraflion. The 
proximity of the moon when at the foU^ 
•and when it is new, and its diftance in the 
quadratures or quarters, combined, with the 
adton of the fim, exhibit a fenfible reafon 
why^ the ocean fweUs and links* . 

After 
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After haviog (hewn^ by his fublime 
theory, the conrfe and inequalities of the 
planets, he fubjccts comets to the fame 
law. The orbit of thefe fires (unknown 
for fo great a feries of years) which was 
the terror of mankind, and the rock againft 
which {ihilofophy fpUt; placed by Ariftotle 
below the moon, and fent back by Des 
Cartes above the fphere of Saturn, is at 
laft placed in its proper feat by Sir Ifaac 
Newton. 

He proves that comets are folid bodies 
^hicb move in the fphere of the fun's acti- 
vity 'y and that ihey defcribe an ellipfis fo 
very eccentric, and 16 near to parabola's^ 
that certain comets moft take up above five 
hundred years in the revoluck)n« 

The : learned 'Dr. Halley is of opinicm, 
that the comet feen in 1680, is the fame 
which appeared in JuKus Caefar's time* 
This ihews more than any othei, that comets 
are hard, opake bodies ; for it defended fo 
near to the fun, as to come within a fixth 
part of the diameter of this planet from it; 
and confequently might have contracted a 
degree of heat two thoufand times ftronger 
than that of red hot iron ; and would have 
been foon difp jcrfed in vapour^ had it not been 
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a firm, denfe body* Th^ gudSog the caprfe 
of comets began then to be very ii[)iich in 
vogue : 1 b^ celebi ated Bernoulli ccmclud- 
td by his fyftem, that the famous comet 
of ]68ot would appear again ibe i^th of 
iMay i7i9« ^ot a iingle aftrcHMOier in 
Europe w^t ti> be^ that night j however 
they ne^ed not have broke their, reft, for 
the. fa/nou8 cocuct never, appeared • Tbtre 
is at le&fi QiorA conning, if upt.mote certaiaty^ 
in fixing its return to fo remote a diftanqe 
as five hcindr^ and fev^ty five years. As 
(o lytr. Wbifton, be a^rmed very ferioullyy 
t^4t in .th^i itioie of » cl^luge a j comet over* 
flowed the tfrreftrial globe; and he was to 
r.unreafona^e as to wonder that people laugh- 
ed at him for making.fuch an afiertion. The 
.undents were altnoft in the fame way of 
jthinking ^itb Mr. Whifton^ and .fancied 
«thA cQtnetA were all^^aya the forerunners of 
iHomc ^ great -calaonty >whftch > was to befal 
^mankind* ^birlias^ Newtoa, op tlie con- 
.ti:ajryj. Cud^isAcd that they arc very bene- 
;ficent$ and Chat vapours exhale from tbcop 
.merely to noU'ifli and. vivify the planets, 
• which imbibe in their • course the feveral 
pat tides the. fun has .detached fiom the 
:^omcts f.,AU opinion .whiciii at^ leaft is more 

probable. 
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probable than' the* former, Bilt tHis is net 
all. If this power of gravitation or attrac 
tion afts oh all the ccleftial globes, it ads 
undoubtedly on the fcveral parts of tbefe 
globes. For in cafe bodies attraA one a- 
nother in proportion to the quantity bf mat* 
ter contained in Irhtfin, It can only be in pfo*» 
portion to the quantity of the whole, it ifll 
undoubtedly in tlW half, in tht quarter, ta 
the eighth part, and fo on in infinUum% 

This is attr^iftfi, the great fpring by 
which air nlture h moved. Sir Ifaac Mew- 
ton,'' after having dertioaftrated the exiftence 
of this principle, jjlainly forefaw that its very 
name would offend; and therefore this phi^ 
fofopher in more places than one of his bootes,' 
gives the i^eader fome caution, about it. He 
bids him beware of confounding this name 
with what the ancients called occult qualities; 
but to be fatisfied with knowing that there 
Ts in all'bodies a central forec which afts tO' 
the utmoft limits of the univerfe, according 
to the invariable laws of mechanicfets. 

It is furprlGng, after the folemn protef- 
tations bir Ifaac made, that fuch eminent 
men as Mr. Jtorin and Mr. de Fontenelle, 
fhould have imputed to this grcit philofo- 
pher the verbal and chimerical way of rei- 

foning 
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foiling of the Ariftotelians ; Mr. Sorin in the 
memcHrs of the academy of 1709, and Mr. 
de Fontenelle in the very eiogium of Sir 
Ifaac Newton. 

Mod of the French, the learned and o- 
thers, have repeated this reproach. Thefe 
arc for ever crying out, why did he not em- 
ploy the word Impuliion, which is fo well 
underftood, rather than that of Attraflion, 
which is unintelligible ? 

Sir Ifaac might have anfwcred thefe 
criticks thus : Firft, you have as imperfect 
an idea of the word Impuliion as of that of 
Attraction ; and in cafe you cannot con- 
ceive how one body tends towards the cen* 
ter of another body, neither can you con- 
ceive by wbajt power one body can impel 
another. 

Secondly, I could not admit of irapuliion, 
for to do this, 1 mufi have known that a 
celcftial matter was the agent ; but fo far 
from knowing that there is any fuch mat- 
ter, I have proved it to be merely ima- 
ginary. ' ^. 

Thirdly; I ufe the word AttraSion for no 
other realon, but to cxprefs a dcfeft which I 
dtfcovered in nature; a certain and indif- 
putable cficd of an unknown principle ; 
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a quality inherent in niatter, the caufe o{ 
wbich perfons of greater abilities than I 
can pretend to, may, if chey caii^^find out» 

What have you then taught us? Will 
thefe people fay further: And to what pur« 
pofe are fo many calculations to tell us what 
you yourfelf do not comprehend? 

1 have taught you, may Sijr Ifaac rejoin^ 
that all bodies gravitate towards one another 
in proportion to their quantity of matter ; 
that thefe central forces alone keep the 
planets and comets in their orbits, and caufe 
them to move in the proportion before fet 
down. I demonilrate to you, that it is im- 
poilible there ihould beany other caufe which 
keeps the planets in their orbits, than that 
general pba^nomenon demonftrated of gra* 
vity. For heavy bodies fall on the earch 
according to the proportion demonftrated 
of central forces ; and the planets finifliing 
their courfe according to thefe fame pro- 
portions, in cafe there were another power 
that a£ted upon all xhqfe bodies, it would 
either increafe their velocity, or change their 
direction. Now not one of thefe bodies 
ever has a liogle^ degree of motion or velo* 
city, or has any diredion but what is de» 
monllrated to be the effed of the central 

« 

forces ; 
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forces; confcquently it is impoffible thitt 
Aiould be any other principle* 

Give mc leave once more to introduce 
Sir Ifaac fpeaking t bhal) he not be allowed 
tO'fty, my tafe ahd that of the ancients is 
irery different ? Thefe favi^ for inftance, water 
afcend in pumps, and faid, the water rife^ 
bec^ufe it abhors a vacuum. But with re* 
^ard to myfelf, 1 am in the cafe of a mao 
who (hould have firft obfcrvcd that water a- 
fcends in pumps, but ihouid leave others to 
explain the caufc of this effed. The anato- 
fnift who firft declared, that the motion of 
the arm is owing to tlic contradion of the 
Inufcles, taught mankind an indifputable 
truth ; but arc they lefs obliged to him be* 
caufe he did not know the reafon why the 
tnufclcs contract ? The caufc of the claflicity 
t)f the air is unknown, but he who firft dif- 
covercd this Tpring-pcrforined a very fignal 
fcrvicc to natural , philofophy- The fpring 
that I difcovered was more bidden and more 
tmivcrfal, and for that very reafon mankind 
bught to thank me the more. I have dif- 
tovered a new property of matter, one of 
the fecrets of the Creator; and have calcu- 
lated and dilcovcred the effects of it. • After 
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this fiiall people quarrel with me about the 
name I give it ? 

Vortices may be called an occult quality^ 
becaufe their exiftence was never proved: 
Attraction on the contrary is a real things 
becaufe its efie^s are demonftrated, and the 
proportions of it are calculated. Thd caufe 
of this caufe is among the Arcana of the 
Almighty. 

' Prwedes hue, is non ampttus. 
Hither thou flialt go, and no farther. 
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LETTER XVL 

ON SIR I&AAC NEWTON'S 

O P T I C K Sk 



TH E philofophers of the laft age found 
out a new ^myerfc ; afid a^ cic€U0i- 
ila'nce wbicb i9a<ie its difcove^y more diQ- 
cult was, that no one had fomuch as fufpcfik- 
ed its exiftence. The moft fage and judi« 
cious were of opinion, that 'twas a f ran tick 
raihnefs to dare fo much as to imagine,, that 
ic was pofiible to guefs the laws by which 
the celefti^l bodies move, and the liianncr 
how light aAs. Galileo^ by his aflronomical 
difcoveries, Kepler by his calculation, Des 
Cartes (at leaft in his diopticks) and Sir 
Ifaac Newton (in all his works) fcverally faw 
the mechanifm of the fprings of the wofl|l. 
The geometricians have fubjcded infinity to 
the laws of calculation. The circulation of 
the blood in animals, and of the iap in 
vegetables, have changed theface of nature 
with regard to us* A new kind of cxiftence 

has 
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lias been given to bodies ia the air pump. 
fiy .the affiftance of telefcopes bodies have 
been brought nearer to one another. Finally, 
the feveral difeoveries which Sir Ifaac New^ 
ton has made on light, are equal to the 
boldf ft things v^hich the curioiicy of man 
could exped, .after ib many philofophica! 
novelties* 

Till Antonio de Dominis, the rainbow 
v^as confidered as an inexplicable miracle. 
This philoibpher guefled, that it was a 
necefiary effed of the fun and rain. Des 
Cartes gained immortal fame by his mathe*- 
matical explicaUon of this fo natural a 
pbaenomenon. He calculated the refle&ions 
aad re&a6Uons of fight in drops of rain ; 
and his fagacity on this occafion was at that 
time looked upon as next to divine. 

But what would he have faid had it 
been proved to him, that he was miflaken in 
the nature of light; that he had not the 
leaft Fcafon to maintain that ^cis a globuhr 
body ; that 'tis falfe to aficrt, that this mat- 
ter fpreading itfelf through the whole, waits 
only to be projefted forward by the fun, in 
order to be put in adion, in like manner as 
a long ftaffad:s atone end when puChed for- 
ward by the otherr^})^^ %^^ ^^ certainly 

F 2 darted 
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darted by the fun ; in fine, that light is 
tianfiiatted from the fun to the earth in- a- 
bout fcven minutes, tho* a cannon ball, 
which were not to lofe any of its velocity, 
could not go that diftance in lefsthan twenty- 
five years? How great would have been his 
^lioriiflimcnt, had he been told, that light 
does not reflect direftly by impinging agaiuft 
the fohd parts of bodies ; that bodies are not 
tranfparent when they have large pores; and 
that a man fbould arife, who would demon- 
firate all thefe paradoxes, and anatomize a 
fingle ray of light with more dexterity than 
the ablcft artift diffcfts a human body? Yhis 
man is come. Sir Ifaac Newton has demon- 
ftrated to the eye, by the bare afliftance of 
the prifm^ that light is a compofition of co- 
loured rays, which, being united, form the 
white colour. A fingle ray is by him divid- 
ed into fcven, which all fall upon a piece of 
linen, or a (heet of white paper, in their order 
one above the other, and at unequal diftances. 
Tbe firft is red, the fecond orange, the third 
yellow, the fourth green, the fifth blue, the 
iixth indigo, the Icventh a violet purple. 
F/ach of thefe rays tranfmittcd afterwards 
by an hundred other prifms, will aevcr 
change the colour it bcar$j in like manner 

as 
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as gold, when completely purged fro:n its 
droft, will never change afterwards in the 
crucible. As a fuperabundant proof thit 
each of thefe elementary rays has inherently 
in itfclf that which forms its colours to the 
eye, take a fmall piece of yellow wood for 
inftance, and fct it in the ray of a red co- 
lour, this Wood will inftantly he tinged red j 
but fet it in the ray of a green colour, it 
•affumes- a green colour, and fo of all the 
refl. 

Frbnx whit caufe therefore do colours 
arife ina nature ? * 1 is iiothirng but the dif- 
pofitioii of bodies to refleft the rays of a cer- 
tain order, and to abforb all the reft. 

What then is this fecret dil'pohtion ? Sir 
Ifaac Newton demonflrate^, that 'tis nothings 
more than* the denfity of the fmall con- 
ilituent particles of wnich a body is compof- 
cd. And how is this reflexion performed ? 
*TWas fuppofed to aiife from the reboundr 
ing of^he rays, in the f ime manner as a ball 
on the furface of xJolid body } but this is ^ 
miftake, for bir Ifaac taught che aftonifhed. 
p^ilofophcrs, that bodies are opake for no o- 
ther reafon, but becaufe their pores are large.} 
that Jight refledi on our eyes from the very 
bofom of thofe pores; that the fmaller the 

F ^ pores 
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pores of a body arc, the more fuch a body 
]s tranfparent. Thus paper, which refleAs 
the light when dry, tranfmits it when oiled, 
becaufe the oil, by filling its pores, makes 
them much imaller. 

'Tis there that examining the Vaft pora«- 
fity of bodies, every particle^ having its poresr, 
and every particle of thofe particles having 
its own ( he fliews we are not tfertaift that 
there is a cubic inch of foKd matter in thb 
univerfe, fo far are we from conceiving 
what matter is. Having thus divided, as it 
were, light into its elements, add carded thb 
fagacity of his difcoveries fo far, as to ptoitb 
the method of difiinguifliing compoutod Ct>- 
Icurs from fuch as are primitive ; hd (hews, 
that thcfe elementary ray», feparated by the 
prifm, are ranged in their brder for no Otheir 
reafon but becaufe they are refraded in that 
very order } and 'tis this property (nnknowHk 
till he difcovered it) df bv^eakihg dc fplitting 
in this proportion ; ^'ti$ this unequal refrac* 
tion of rays, this power of refrafting the red 
lefs than the orange colour, &c. which be 
calls the different refrangibility. The moft 
reflesible rays are the moft refrangible, and 
from hence he evinces that the fame poiver 
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Uthe eaofc boih of tha reflexion and refrac- 
tio^ of the light. 

Bat all thefe Virotid^f s are oierely but the 
openiiig o£ his difcoyeiries. He fouad oxxi 
the fccret to lee the Vibrations or fits of light, 
iKrhicb cpme and go incelTantly^, and which 
either tranfnoit lights pr reflet it according 
to the ;deh$ty of the parts they meet with» 
He has prefumed to. calculate the deniity of 
the particles of air Deceffiry between two 
glaffes, the one flat» the other convex on 
one fide^ fet one upon the other ; in order 
to <^i€|rate fach a tranfmiffion or reflexion^ 

or to form fuch and fuch a colour. 

» 

From all thefe combinations he difcovert 
^< proportion! in which light a£ls on bodies^ 
afid bodies ad on light* 

He iaw light fo p«rfe£);ly, that \\t has de« 
terfuined to what degree of perfection the 
art of increafing it, and of aiMing our eyes 
by telefcopes, can be carried. 

Pes Cartes, from a noble confidence,, 
that. was very excufable, confidcring how 
firoDgly he was fired at the firft difcoverieS 
he made in an art which he almoft firft 
found out *y Des Cartes, I fay, hoped to dif- 
covexi in the liars,. by the aififtance of tele« 

£ 4 IcopeSy 
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fcopes, objecls as fmall as thofe we dUcern 
upon the earth. 

But Sir Ifaac has fliewn, tliat dioptric tele- 
fcopes cannot be brought to a greater per- 
fcAion ; becaufe of that refra^ion, and of 
that very refrangibility, which at the {ame 
time that they bring obje&s nearer to us, 
fcatter too much the elementary rays ; he 
has calculated in thefe glafies the proportioa 
of the fcattering of the red and of the blue 
rays ; and proceeding fo far as to demon* 
firate things Which were not fuppofed 
even to exitt, he examines the inequalities 
Vhich aiife from the fhape or figure of 
the glafs, and that, which arifes from the 
refrangibilicy. He finds, that the objeft 
glafs of the telefcope being convex on one 
fide, and flat on the other, in cafe the flat 
fide be turned towards the objed, the error 
which aiifes from the conftruAion and 
pofition of the glafs is above five thour 
farid times lefs than the error which arifes 
iiom the refrangibility: And therefore, that 
the (liape or figure of the glaiTes is not the 
caufe why teiefcopes cannot be carried to a 
greater ptrfection, but aiifes wholly from 
the nature of light. 

For this reafon he iuvented a telefcope, 

which 



which dlfcovers objects hj reflexion and 
not by rcfraftion. Telcfcopcs of this new 
kind arc very hard to make, and their ufe 
b not cafy. But according to the Englifli, 
a refledive tclefcope of bot-fiv*^ feet has the 
fame clTc^ as another of an hundred feet in 
length. 
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LETTER XVir. 



ON INFINITES IN GEOMETRY, 
AND SIR ISAAC NEWTON'S 
CHRONOLOGY. 



TH E labyrinth and abyfs of infinity is 
aifo a ntw courfe Sir Ifaac Newtoa 
has gone through, and we are obliged to 
him for the clue, by whofe affiftance we are 
enabled to trace its various windings. 

Des Cartes got the ftart of him alfo in 
this aftoniihing inventiun. He advanced 
with mighty fteps in his geometry, and was 
arrived at the very borders of infinity, but 
went no farther. Dr* Wallis, about the 
middle of the hft century, was the firft who 
reduced a fradlion, by a perpetual divifion, 
to an infinite feiiest* 

The lord Brounker employed this feries 
to fquare the h>prrbola. 

M creator publilhed a demonftration of 

this 
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tHis quadrature, much about which time Sir 
Ifaac Newton, being then twenty-three y^ars 
oiF age, had invented a general method to 
perform, on all geometrical curves, what 
had juft before been tried on the hyper- 
bola. 

*1 is to this method of fubjefting every 
^here infinity to algebraical calculations, 
that the name is given of differential cal- 
culations or of flu^ons, and integral cal- 
cuIations> *Tis the art of numbering and 
meafuriug exadly a thing whofe exillence 
cannot be conceived. 

Aody indeed, would you not*, imagine 
that a man laughed at you, who iliould je* 
dare that there are lines infinitely great which 
form an angle infinitely little ?: 

That a right line, which is a right line fo 
long as it is finite, by changing iniinitviy 
little its dire(5tion, becomes an infinite curv?,* 
and that a curve may become infinitely lefs 
than another curve ? 

That there are infinite fquares, infinite 
cubes, and infinites of infinites, all greater 
than one another, and the laft but one of 
which, is nothing in comparifon of the lafi ? 

AH thefe things, which at firft appear to 
be the utmoft excels of frenzy, are in reality 

F 6 an 
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an effort of the fubtilty ^nd extent of the 
luman mind, and the art of finding, trutbs 
uhich till then had been unknown. 

This fo bold edifice is even founded oa 
fimple ideas. The builnefs is to measure 
the diagonal of a fquare, to give the area of 
a curve, to find the fquare roet of a num- 
ber, which has none in common arithmetic. 
AhcT all, the imagination ought noi to be 
llartled any more at fo many orders of ia- 
firiitcs, than at the fo well known propofitioo* 
viz, that curve lines may always be made to 
pafs between a circle and a tangent; or at 
that other, namely that matter isdivifible ia 
injinitwn. Thcfe two truths have been de* 
mon ft rated many years, and are no le(s in- 
comprchenfible than the things we have beea 
fpeaking of. 

For many years the invention of this 
famous calculation was denied Sir Ifaac New? 
ton. In Germany Mr. Leibnitz was coo^ 
fidered as the inventor of the differences qr 
moments, called | Fluxions, ai>d Mr. Bcr- 
nouiili.claimcd the integral calculation* Howr 
ever Sir Ifaac is now thought to have firft 
made. the difcovery, and the other two have 
the glory of having once made the .world 

doubt; 
\ By Sir Ifaac Newton. 
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.doubl whether 'twas to be afcribcd to him 
OF tbeiB. 1 bus iome conteftcd with Dr. 

JIarvey th|? invention of the circulation of 
the blood, as others difputed with Mr. Pec* 
rank that of the circulation of the £ip. 
Hartfocher and Lewenhoeck difputed 

.with each other the honour of having firft 
£cen the Vermiculi of which mankind are 
formed. This Hartfocher alfo contefted 
with Iia7gei[is the invention of a new me- 
thod of calculating the diftance of a fixed 
flar. ' ris not yet known to what philofo- 
phcr we owe the invention of the cycloid. 
Be this as it will, 'tis by the help of this * 

geometry of infinites that Sir Ifaac Newton 
attained to the moft fubiime dUcoveries. 1 
axnnow to' %eak o£ another work, which 
tho' more adapted to the capacity of the 
human mind, does ntverthelcfs difplay (bme 
marks o£ that creative genius with which bk 
Ifaac Newton was informed in all hift*^ re* 
fearches. The work 1 mean is a chronology 
of a new. kind ;. for what province foevet he 
undertook, he was fure to change the 
ideas and opinions received by the reti of 
men. 

Accuftomed to unravel and difia tangle 
chaos'Sj he was refolved to convey ac leaft 

fome 
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ibmc lights into tkat of the fables of and- 
quity, which are Ueodcd and confoQodcd 
with htftory^ and fix an uncertain ohrono^ 
logy. ' 1 is true, that there is no £imilyt 
city or naticM)^ but endeavours to remove ita 
ortgtnal as far backwards as poffiblc. Be- 
fidesy the firR hiftorians were the moft neg^ 
ligent io fetting down the seras ; books were 
infinitely lefs common than 'they are at this, 
tiuie, and confaquently authors being not (b 
obnoxious to cenfure, theyth^efore impo& 
ed upon the world ' with greater impunity ;^ 
and as 'tis evident that thefe have related a 
- great number of fiditious particulars, ^tis^ 
probable enough that they alfo gave us 
fcvi r4l falfc a^as^ 

it appeared iti general to Sir Ifaac, that 
the world was five hundred years younger? 
ib/in i;bronologer8 declare it to be. He 
gniunds his o>:inion on the erdmary conrie 
of nature, and on the obfeivaiions which 
aAronomers have made.^ 
: By the courfe of nature we here undcr^. 
fiand the time that every generation of men . 
Uves upon the earth* The Egyptians firft 
employed this vague and uncertain method, 
of calculating, when they began to write, 
the beginning of iheir biftory. Thefe com* 

puled 
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pMed three hundred and forty one genera^ 
lions from Menes to Sethon ; and having nd 
fixed acra, they Aippofed ' three generation^ 
t6 coniift of an hundred years. In this 
fiiannerthey computed eleven thoufand three 
hundred and forty years from Menes's reigA 
to that of bethon. 

The Greeks, before they counted by 
cfympiads, foll^^wed the method of the E^ 
gyptiatis, and even gave a little more ex* 
tent to generations, making ^ach to confift 
joi forty years. 
- Now here both the Egyptians and the 
Greeks made an erronfk>iis computation; 
'lis true indeed, that according to the ofual 
courfe of nature three generations laft about 
ate hundred and twenty years: but three 
rtigus are far from taking up fo many* ' Tis 
Very evident, that mankind in general live 
longer than kings are found to.rdgn: So 
that an author who flioukl write a hiftory, 
in which there were no dates fixed, and 
fliouid know that nine kings had reigned 
over a nation ; fuch an hiflorian Would coin* 
mit a great error (houtd he allow three 
hundred years to thefe nine 'moriarchs* £« 
very generation takes about thirty-fix years; 
every reign is, one with the other, aboaC 

twenty* 
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twenty. ^ 1 hirty kings of England • havt 
flayed the fccp.tre from William the con* 
queror to George the firft, the years of whofe 
rlfigns ^dded tog^her, amount to fix hun* 
drcd and forty-eight years; whieh being 
divided eqoally among the thirty kings*, 
give to cveiy one a rcign of twenty -one years 
and a half very. near. < Sstty-thrcc kings of 
France have. fat upon the throne; thefehava# 

; one with another, reigned about twenty 
years each. This is the ufiial courfe of na^ 
ture: The ancients therefore were miftaken^ 
v/hen they iuppofed the durations in gene- 
ral, of reigns, to equal that of. generations^ 
[I'hey therefore allowed too great, a number 

' of jears, and confcquently fome years muft 
be fubftraded from their computation, 
t Aftronomical obfervations feem to have 
lent a fiill^greater affifiance to our philo{4> 
phen ' He s^ypears- to us fironger when he 
fights upon his own ground* 
. You know that the earth, befides its an^ 
nual nvotion which carries it round the fun, 
from weft to eafi, in the fpace of a year, has 
alfo a fingular revolution, which was quite 
unkopwn till withm thefe late y^ars^ Its 
p(olcs . have, a very flow rrtrog^de motion 
from eaft to weft> whence lUiappens that their 
. , ^ pofition 
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^oiGxion every day docs not corrcfpond cx^ 
aclly vith tke fame point of the heaveoSt 
.This difitrencc^.which is fo feniible in a yeaF^ 
becomea preUy confiderable in time; and 
in threeiipore and twelve years the difference 
is found to be of one degree ; that is to fay, 
the three hjundred and iixtieth part of the 
circun)fcrence of th^ whole heaven. Thus 
aftef fevcnty-two years, the Colure of the 
.vernal equinuj^, which paifed thro' a fixed 
ftar^ correfponds with another fixed fiar. 
.Hence it is^ that the {un» inftead of being ia 
that part of the heavf ns in which the Rapi 
.was . fituated in the time of Hipparchus, is 
found to cprrefpond with that part of the 
Jbeavcn$ in which ttie Bull was iicuated^* and 
the Twins are placed where the Bull then 
ftoQd. Ml the figns have changed their fi»cua^ 
.tipn, and yetweftill retain the ianae nianner 
of fpeaking as the aqqients did. In this ag« 
we iay that the fun is iix the Ram ia the 
ipring, from the fame principle of conde«* 
fceniion that we fay that the fun turns 
round. 

Hipparchus was thefirft among the Greeks 
who obferved fome change in the conflel- 
lations, with regard to the equinoxes^ or 
father w^ojcarnt it.&am the. Egyptians. 

Fhiloiophers 
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Philofopbers a&ribtfd tht8iti«tiipti>tatlieftara3 
for IB thoie ages people were f«r ft am ims^ 
gining fuch a revoiatton iit the earth» wkk^* 
was iuppofed to be immotcabtci id every r0» 
fped. 1 hey • therefore created a heiveii .ia 
which they fixed tbefcvcral ftart^, altid gave 
this bea^v'ca a particular motion by > which & 
was carried towards the eaft> whtlft that- aH. 
dhe ftara ieedied to pertorm their diurnal 
nvolmton Irom eaft to we& To this eircnr 
tkey .added a ftcotid of oHich greater coim 
fc<|oeDce^ by imaf^oiog that fh4 ^ pretieoded. 
Jieaven of the fixed ftara* advaoeed 0ae d^ 
grec eaftward every hutidr^d yeara^ In thit 
jfnanner they were A0'le& mt^kfln in tke&r 
afbroDomical calculation tha^ in 'their fyAecm 
of natural phtlofophy. Aa ftt infiance^ aa 
aftroncmier in that age would haire £itd» that 
the vernal equinoft waa^ in the time of fluA 
sod fuch an obfervatton^ in fu^ a figo^ and 
an lucli a fiar. It has advanced two degreea^ 
o£ each fince the time that obfervatien waa 
made to the prtient. Now two degieea are. 
equivalent to two hundred years ; confer 
quendy the aftronocner who made that ob« 
feivatioa lived juft lo many yeara before me. 
'Tis certain that an afironomer who had 
argued in this manner would have naiftook 

juft 
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joft ^fty^fmir years j ' hence •- it is that the 
ati€ienC0i ^bo were dumbly deceived, made 
ttfetr great year of; this w^rld, ttiac is, the re^ 
volutiofi of the wbok beavend, to coniift of 
thirty^x tboufand year^. But the moderiie 
ame ienfible that tbts imaginary revohitioft 
c$ tbe faeavetv of the ftati^ it nothing eiife 
than tbe revotation of the poles of the eartb^ 
^iiKh- Is perfermed in^ twefity'^tire tboufand 
iifiie bttiidred yeatu* It may be pi^p^r t6 
obferve tranfiemty iti tbia piacc^ tbat 8kf 
I£iac,^y deterafidlftg the £giir« of tht eartb^ 
has t^sry bappiif ej:pUiii«d the caufe of tbia 
mroltition* 

All tUd bimg laid down, tbe only thing 
fvmsdoing to fettle cfafond^gyy ia, to fefr 
thro^ ' whit ftar the Golnre of tbe equl- 
iioxM paffeft, and vbere it * tiittrfeAs at thitt 
time the ecUptidt ia tbe fpring ; and to dil* 
co^cr whecberfome aocietst writer does not 
tdl us in what pdftt the ecltptiek was inten* 
&eitd in his time by the iatne Colore of tbe 
equinoxes. 

Clemens Alexafidrimis 'informs us, that 
Cbiron, who went with the ' Argonauts, ob^ 
ferired the tonflellations at the time of that 
famous expedition, and fixed the vernal 
OQuiiioai to tbe midcHe of tbe R)mj the sui* 

tumnal 
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tumnat equiaex to the middle of Ltbra, our 
fumnier folftice to the middle of Cancer, and 
our winter folftice to the middle of Capricorn* 

A long time after the expedition of the 
Argonauts, and a year before the Pelopon« 
Qefian war, Metbon obferved that the point 
of the fummer folftice pafled thro' the eighth 
^degree of Cancer. 

Now every fign of the zodiack contains 
thirty degrees. In Chiron's time, the folftice 
"Was arrived at the middle of the fign, that 
.is lo f<iy, to the fifteenth degree.. A year 
before the P^loponnefian war, it was at the 
eighth, and theiiefbre it had retarded fcveo 
degrees. A degvee is eiiqpDtv^alent to fevemy* 
two years; cenftquently, from th^ .be^ 
•ginning .of the Fek>poonefiaii wap-to tlie 
expedition of the Argonauts, there isk no 
more than an interval of fen^els^ titaes fevehty- 
two years, which make five hundr-td and 
ibur years, and not*f&veii hundred years, as 
Ibe Greeks .jpomputed. Thus in conTiparing 
the pufilion ot the heavens at this time, with 
their pofaion in that age, wfe find that the 
expedition of the Argonauts ought to be 
placed about nine hundred years before 
Chrifi, and not about fourteen hundred ; and 
confet^uently^ ik^ the world is not fg old by 

«4P • •* V ^# 
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five hqndrcd years as it was generally fup*- 
pofed to be. By this calcubt;H)a all theseras 
are drawji nearer, and the feveral events arc 
found to have happened later than is com* 
puted. 1 don^t know whether this ingenious 
fyftcm will be favourably received; and 
whether thefe notions will prevail fo far with 
the ^learned, as to prompt them to peform 
tlic chronology of the world. Perhaps thefe 
gentlemen would think it too great a con- 
defcenfion, to allow one and the fame man 
the glory of having improved natural p'li- 
lofophy, geometry and hiftory. 1 his would 
be a kind of univerfal monarchy, which the 
principle of fclf-love that is in man will 
fcarce fuffcr him to indulge bis fellow-crea* 
ture; and, indeed, at the fame time that 
fome very great philofophers attacked Sir 
Iftac Newton's attradive principle, other-s 
fell upon his chronological fyftem. Time, 
that (hould difcovcr to which of ihefe the 
vidory is due, may perhaps only leave the 
difpute lUU more undetermined. 




LET- 
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ONTRAGEpT 



TH E EogHft, M well as the Sp^niardis 
were pofic&d pf theatres, at a time 
wIkd the Frepcb had no more than movioga 
itioer^pt ftages^ bhalKijpeare, who was coa* 
fidercd as the Comeille. of the firfi meiKion- 
ed nation » was pretty near cantenap^rary 
with Lopes de Vega, and he oreMed^ as it 
weret the Eo^Iifl^theacre. Sbakeipeare boaft- 
eda AroDg:, fruitful genius .:' He was na* 
tural and fubliine».but bad^not fo much as 
a iingle fp^k of. good tafiae, or knew one 
rule of the drama. 1 will now haztrd 
a random, but, at. the fame time, true re* 
fle<^ioa, which is, that the great merit of 
this dramatic poet has been the ruin of the 
Englifh ftiigc:. There arc fuch beautiful, 
fuch noble, fuch dreadful fcenes in this 
writec'3 mojiftrous farces^ to which the 

name 
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nacile of tragedy is given, that they have 
^Iw^iy* biCft ^jihibitpd with great (uccfifs. 
Tftnf,' which only gives reputation to wri- 
terB, at laft makes their very faults vene- 
rable. Iji^oft , qI the wbimficai, gigantic 
images of this poet, have thro' length of 
time (it being an hundred and fifty years 
finc^ they w»r# firft;drawn) acquired a right 
pf pafiing^for iVibU^^» Moft of the mo- 
dern drapiatick writArs have copied him; 
Iwi the . touches a&d ilefcriptions which arc 
sipplauodied in Shakefpeare, ire hifled at in 
thcfo wrttfirs} and. you'll eafily believe, 
fetat the veACmtiofi in which this author is 
hi^ jwcff^afea in pvoportion to the con.« 
tempt;, which ts ihewn to the moderns. 
DramiLtick writers dioi^'t coniider that they 
^aujd naf imkate him ; and the ill iuccefs 
of Sibakdpe^e's imitators produces no other 
€tffiS» ^haa to make htm be confidered as 
SMmilalEiIjt* Yq9 remember, that io this 
tfigcdy of Or HELLO Moor of Venice,, (a 
ipoft tf ndefi piece) a man flrangles his wife 
QQ :the ilage; and that t)ie poor woman, 
vrhilft .ihe is ilrangliog, cries aloud, that 
* ihe di^s very .unjufily. You know' that in 
Hamju&t Ptince of. lienmatk, two grave- 
<Ugg^t!& make a grave, and are all the time 

drinking, 
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drinking, finging baflads, and making hu- 
morous refl^dions (natural indeed enough 
to perfons of their profcffion) on the^ fcve^ 
ral ikulls they throw up with their fpades ; 
but a circumftance which will furprize -you 
is,' that this ridiculous incident has i>een 
imitated. Tn the reign pf 'king Charles the 
fccobd, which was that of pDliteifefs,* and 
the. golden age of the liberal arts^ Otway, 
in' his Venice PafiseavED, introduces An* 
tonio the fcnator, and Naki his courteean, 
in the midft of the horrors of the marquis 
of* Bedmar/s cbnfpiracy. - Antanio,: the'fu-* 
porannualed •rfenatpr,^ plays in his '-miftrefsV 
prefcncc,*all the? aptfli- tricks of a lewd, im- 
potent debanchee,'(who is'qirite'frantick and 
out of iris fenfes. ^ He mimicks a^ t)ulli^nd- 
a'dog ; and bi<es his roiftre?^*s legs, who 
kicks and whips him. However, the play- 
ers have firuck thefe bufiboneries (which 
indeed were calculated merely for the dregs 
of the people) out pf Otway's tragedy ; but 
thty have ftill left in bhakefpeare^s Julius 
CiSSAR, the jokes of : the Roman fiioemakers' 
and cojilers, who are intrftddced in the fame* 
fcene with •^Bfutus andf Cafiius. . ^ You will 
undoubtedly complain,^ that > ihofc who » have 
hitherto 'dilcourlecl withvyou on»the Bnglifli 
. • ftage. 
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ftage^ and efpecially on the celebratSd Shake- 



ire, have taken notice only of the errors; 
and that no one has translated any.of thof<9» 
ftrong, thofe forcible |)affages which atone 
for all his faults. But to this I will anfwer, 
that nothing is eafier than to exhibit in profe 
all the filly impertineoctes which a poet may 
hay^ thrown out; but that 'tis a very dif- 
ficult talk to tranflate his fine verfes. All 
yo^r junior academical Sophs, who fct up 
for cenfors of the eminent writers^ compile 
whole volumes ; but methinks two pages, 
wilich difplay fome of the beauties of great 
genius's, are of infinitely more value than 
all the idle rhapfodics of thofe commentators; 
and I will join .in opinion with all pcrfons of 
good tafte, in declaring, that greater ad^ 
"Vantage may be reaped. from a do:^n ver&s 
of Homer or Virgil, than from all the cri- 
tiques put together which have been made 
on thofe two great poets, 

I h'kve ventured to traniOfate fom^ paflan^jes 
of the moft . celebrated. , Engliflj poetSj^ ^d 
fball noW;.give you one- from. Shakcfpf^fe. 
Pardon the blemiflies of. thetr^mfiadonibr 
the fake of the original ; and remember al* 
ways that when you fee a vbfffon, you fee 
merely a faint print of a beautiful picture. 

G I 
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I have made choice of part of the celebrate 
•ibiiloquy of Hamlet, which you may re- 
member is as follows: 



To bc« or not to be ! that ie thequeftion I 

"Whether !ti8 oobJer in the mind to fuffer 

The iling^ aad arrows of outrageous, fort une^ 

Or to take arms again ft a fea o{ troubles. 

And by oppofing, end them ? to die ! to fleep I 

No more ! and by a fleep to hj we end 

The heart' ach, and the thoufand natural (hocks 

That flefh is heir to i ^tis a cotifummatioti 

Devoutly to be wifl/d. To die ! to fleep ! 

To flerep* ,perchanee to dream ! Ay, tliere's the - 

rub J 
For in that Oeep of death, what dreams may come 
When we hate (huiRed off this mortal coyle, 
Muft feivc us paiTfe'.' ThcTc*» the refpcft * 
That nwkes 'calamity of fo l6n j life : * 
For who wote'd bear the tthifiii andl fecnrnd 6f 

time, 
Th' oppreflbr'd wrong, the poor man'a contume* 

The pangs of defptsM tove, the laws delay, 
'[kc infolence of olRte, and the fpurns 
Tl^ai patietit merit of ih* uriworthy tsftef, 
'Wtien he hitirfelf might his quietus malte* 
With a bare bodkin f who would theft fardte^ 

bear 
To groan add fweat under a weary life^ 

But 
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But ifaat He dreadi of fomething after deaths 

Th' undifcover'd couAtryt from whofe bourn 

No traveller returni, puzzles the will, 

And makes us rather bear thofe ills we have, 

Than fiy to others that we know not of P 

Thus xonfciente does make ^oward^ of us all ; 

And thus the natiire hue of refolution 

Is ficklied 6'er with the pale cad of thought : 

And efitef prizes of great weight and moment 

With^ this regard their currents turn away, 

And lofe the name of aftion. > ■ 

My vcrfion of it runs thus : 

l>tmenre, il/aut €lmfir ^ pajfer h Vinjtanf 
J>^la^vi<t n4 hmorty oudrl* ^trg au neanU 
Dieux cruets^ s*tl en efi^ echiriz mtn courage* . 
Fatit il vmilir courb^/ws la main qui m* outrage* 
Supporter^ ou finir mon matheur 6 mon fort ? 
^i fuis jK .^ fui nCamti t is ^^ffi c$ que la, 

mort f - 
Ceft la Jin de nbs mauXy c'ejl mon unique azih 
jipres de long tranJportSi c^eft un fommcil tran* 

On s^endortf^&Joutmeuft^i^is un\iffreux Wf^^ 
Doit {ucceder peut etre ^uxdpiceurs dufomm^H^ 
On nau^menacfy on dit que. cefte court e vie ..^V;. 
, De tourments eternelseft auj/i- tot fuivie^ \ 
mort ! moment fatal / affreufe eternite ! 
Tout cQSur h tonfeul nomfe glace .epouv^itCM 

G z Eh! 
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Eh / qui pourroit fans tot [upportir cette vk^- 
De nos pretres menUurs hnir PhypocriJU / 
D^ur.e indigne maitrejfe encenfer les erreurs^ . 
Hamper /qus un miniftrey adorer Jes hauteurs % 
Et montrer les langueurs de/on ame akattue^ 
Ades amis iugrats qui detournent la vue ? 
La mortferoit trop douce en cts extremitez $ 
Mais le fcrupule parle% 6* n4us cries arret ez 4 ' 
11 defend h nos mains cet heureux homicide 
Et d'un herQS guerrier^ fait un chretien timidef 

Don't imagiqe that I have ticapllate4 Shaken 
fpeaf in a Icryilc maaner. \Vo€ to the 
writ^K who gives a literal 'vcrfioh > "wko'A^y 
rendering every uord of iris originiil,* %)y 
that very mea<i^ etitwates the fenfr, and 
cxlinguiUies all the fire of it. 'lis on fuch 
an occ2ffion one may juftly afiirrri,' that the 
letter kills, %ut the fpirit quickens. 

Hire follov^s -another paffage copied from 
a celebrated tragic writer among the tug- 
lifli. -lis Dryden, a poet in the reign of 
Charles the lecond ; a writer wbofe genitis 
vas too exuberant, and^ not accompanied 
with judgment enough. Had he writ only 
a tenth part of the works he left behind 
him, his chaiacler would have been con* 

^ . fpicuous 
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fpicuoas in every part ; but his. great fault is 
his having endeavour'd.to be univcrfal. 
The pai£ige in queftion is as follows : . 

When I conCder life, 'tis all a cbeat| 
YetfoolM by hope, men favour the deceit 5. 
Truft on and think, to-morrow will repay ;^ 
To* morrow's falfer than the former day ;, 
Lies more ; and whild. it fays we (liall be bfed 
" With fome new joy cuts ofFwhat wepoflcft ; 
Strange cozenage I none wou'd live pad years 

«gain, 
Tet all hopepleafure in what yet remain. 
And from the dregs of life think to receive 
What the fir (I fprightly running could not give. 
I'm tir'd with waiting. for this chymic gold, 
Which fools us youngi and beggars us when old. 

I {hall now give my tranflation. 

Dg dijfeins en regrets dr ^erreurs en defirt. 
Les mortels infenfis promenent Uur j^lie 
, Diin de$ malheurs prejents dans.refpoir des p^uifirt 
Nous ne vivons jamais, nous at tendons la vie. 
Demain^ detain t dit-cttt vj comb/er tcus fios vtruxt 
Demain vient if nous laijps encore plus malheu* 

reux : 
^lelle ejl l*efreur^ helas / du Join qui nous de^ 

vore^ 
Jiul de nous ne voudroit recommencer [on cours. 

Gj De 
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Di n»s pritnierx momens fious ynauJiJJins Paurore^ 
Et di la miit qui vienf^ nous at tendons encore 
Ce qu^ont en vain promts le plusheaux de nosjturs^ 
ire* 

• * "» ' ♦ 

ft 

•Ti8 in thcfc detachM paffiges that the 
Engliih have hitherto excelled* Their dra- 
matic pieces, m oft of which are barbarous 
and without decorum, order or verifimi- 
litude, dart fuch refplendent flaihes thro' this 
gloom as amaze and aftoniCh. Ihe ftyleistbo 
unnatural, too clofcly copied from ihc He- 
brew writer^, v^ho abound fo ' muth ik^ith 
the Afiatic fuftian. But then it muft be alfa 
confefsM, that the Stilts of the figurative 
fiyle on which the £ng1i(h toiigue is lifted 
up, raifes the genius at the fame timfe v^ry 
far aloift, thb^ with ah irregular pace. The 
iirft Engliih writer who composM a regular 
tragedy, and infus'd a fpiiit of elegance 
thro* every part of it, was ^c illuRrious 
Mr» Addifon. His Cato is a mafter'-piece 
both with regard to di<flion, and to the beau- 
ty and harmony of the numbers. The cha- 
ra£ler of Cato is, in my opinion, vafily fupertor 
to that of Cornelia in the PoMf £Y of Cor- 
neille : for Cato is great without any thing 
like fuftian, and Cornelia, who beiides is 

not 



T;RE ENGLI5JI NATIQN. 151 

pot a ncceflary character, tends fomctimes 
to bombaft. Mr. Addifon's Culo appears to 
llfie the greateft charaAer that ever was 
brought upon any fiage, but then the reft of 
them do not correfpond to the dignity of it : 
f^^ this dfaoutip fpiece fo eKceilently well 
^vri(» IP disfigured by ?i dull loye-plot, which 
,fj}rf.ad^{a certaip langupr over the whole, 
tbit quite murders it> . ; 

; . , Tli<< : <;uftom of } introducing Jove at ran^ 
dom, and at any rate jio the dran^a, p.?fs'd 
fromiil^fns^o London, about 1660, with our 
ribbonds and our peruques. The ladies who 
adorn the .theatrical circle there, injikeman* 
ner as. in this city^ will, (ufier love only to 
be the theme if£ every converfation. The- 
judicious. Mn Addifon had the efieroinate 
complaifance to foften the fevcrity of his dra- * 
matic character fo as to adapt it to the man- 
liers of the age j and from an endeavour to ' 
pleafe quite ruin'd ^ n\a(ler-piece in its kind. 
Since his time, the drama is become more re* 
gular, the audience more difficult to be 
pleas'd, and writers more correct ^.and tefs' 
bold. I have fecn foine new pieces that were 
written with great regularity, but which at 
the f;ime time were very fLxt and infipid. 
.* Qne would think that the Englilli had been 

G 4 . hickerto 
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htthepto formM to produce irregfilar beaulieS 
only. The (hiaing monftets of Shakcfpcarc 
give infinitely more delight than thcjudicious 
images of the moderns. Hitherto the poe- 
tical genius of the EngUfli refembles a tufted 
tree planted by the hand of nature, that 
throws out a thoufand branches at randbdi, 
and fpreads unequally, but with great Tigour. 
It dies if you attempt to force its nature, and 
to Inp and drefs it in the fame manner as the 
trees'of the garden of Marli« 




LET- 
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li E T T E R XIX. 
ON C O M E D Yi. 

I AM furpnz'd that the judicious and loge- 
nlous Mr. de Muralt^ who has publi.h'd 
fomc letters on the Englifli and French na- 
tions, fliould have confinM hinnfelf, in trea- 
ting of Comedy, merely to cenfurc Shadwell, 
the coniick writer. This author was held in 
pretty great contempt in Mr. de Muralc's 
time, and was not the poet of the polite p\rt 
of the nation. His dramatick piieccs which 
pleafed fome time in acHng, were defpi>\i by 
all perfons of tafte, and might be comparM 
to many plays which I have fecD in France, 
that drew crowds to the play houfe, at the 
fame time th it they were intolerable to read ; 
and of wi.icii it raiiifht be faid, that the^wiioJe 
city of Paris explodedthem, andyet all flockM 
to fee th\;mTepref.*nted on the ilagc. iVle* 
thinks \lr. de Muralt fhould have m^nti^M 
an excellent comic writer, (living Wit^n' he 
was in Engl md) I mean Mr. Wychcrley.^ who 
was a-Iong time knovVn pubhckly to be hap- 
py in the good graces of the mod celebrated 
iniftrcfe-ofiing .Charles ^he (econd.: Thisgea- 

G'5, lleinan. 
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lltrman, who paficd hii life among peribns of 
the higheft dtftiriAion, was perfedly well ai:- 
q.:ainted with tt^cir lives and their follies, and 
painted theBi wkh the iftrongeft pencil, and 
ill the trucft colourt. He has drawn a Mifan« 



thropeor roan-hater, ia imitation of that of 
Moliere. All Wychcrley's ftrokcs are firon- 
ger and bolder than thofe of our Mifanthrope, 
but then they ar& lefs delicate, and the rules 
of decorum are not fo well obferv'd in this 
play. The £ngli(h writer has corrc&ed il*e 
only dcfecl that is in Moliere's comedy, th^ 
thinneis of the plot, which alfo isfo difposM, 
that tlie chataders in it do not enough raife 
our concern. 'Vhc Engliih Comedy .aficcis 
us, and the contrivance of the plot is very 
ingenious, but at the fame time it is too bold 
fo;c: the French manners. The fable is thi^-«- 
A Captain of a man of war, who is very 
brave, open-hearted, and enfiam'd with a 
fpirit of contempt for all mankind, has a 
prudent fincere friend whom he yet is 
fufpicious of, and a mitlrefs ^ that loves 
hiai with the utmoft excels of paflion« The 
captain, fo far from returning her love, will 
not even condefcend to look upon her ; but 
confides intirely in a falfe friend, who is the 
mod worthlefs wieich living* At the fame 

time 
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Atf^c hw giTen jiisbeaft'toa.isi^ature whais 
ikt' grcwtdk cnquci^ aixitlhehtftoft perfidious 
lOC hor bx^aad^a fg»cr0dulws.89 Id be confix 
dent flie its a : Penelope^ ftnd) his *faire friend a 
Oto^ :H0;ei{ibaiia;4m bo^fjd iiiis'ib in or* 
idet to go laiid ^^t itlie^Dtilcli^ haviag kft 
;dl his mckn^, bis jejiivdb» and eF.ery tbing he 
iiad mthe world^ ta this virtuous creature, 
vhom at ifejc fame tifxne he roeomiBcnds to the 
c;u'e of fhis^iuppofed faithful friends Never* 
(heleisthie real man ^f honour^ whom he fuf* 
peA»^fa 4maccountftbly» goes on boani the 
ftip with hiiu; and the.nuftreis, on whom 
hje would <not beftow fo much; as one glance, 
difguiies herfelf in the habit of a page, and 
is with hrqi the whole ; voyage, without his 
once ^knowing that flie is of a f^x- different 
from that &e attempts to pafs for, which, by 
the way, is not over natural. 

The captain having blown up his own fhip 
in an engagement, returns to> England aban- 
doned and usdaoe, aGcocnpanied by his page 
and bis friend, without knowing the friend^ 
ibip of the onev or the tender pafEon of the 
other^ Immediately he goes to the jewel a- 
mong women, who his expe&ed had prefer* 
ved her fidelity to him, and the treafure he 
had left in her hands. He meets with her 

G 6 indeed 
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indeed, but married to the honeft knave ia 
whom he had repofed fa much confidence; 
mu^ finds fhe had a&ed as treacherouUy with 
regard to the cafket he had cntrufted her 
with. J he^captain can fcavce thiak it pofli- 
bic', that a woman of virtue and honour can 
a& fo vile a part ; but to convince him ftiU 
more of the reality of it, this very worthy lar 
dy falls in love with the little page, and will 
foice hitn to her en^ braces. But as it is re* 
quifite juftice (hould be done, and that in a 
dramatic piece virtue ought to be rewarded 
and vice puniflied ; it. is at iaft found. that the 
captam takes his page'a place and lies with 
his faithlefs U)iftrefs, cucicolds his treacherous 
friend, thrufts his fword thro* hi& body, re- 
covers his cafket and marries his page*. Yoa 
will obferve that this play is alio larded with 
a petulant, litigious old woman (a relation of 
the captain) who is the moil conucal charac- 
ter that was ever brought upon tne flage. 

Wychcrley has alfo copied ftom iVloliere 
another play,* of as fingular and bold a cad, 
which is a kind of Ecole des lemmes, or^ 
School for married women. 

The principal character in this comedy is 
one Horner, a fly fortune-hunter, and the 
taror of all tlie city hufbands. Ihis fellow^ 

in 
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in order to play a furer game» caufes a report 

to be fpread, that in his laft iiloefs tbe fur* 

gcons had found it neceflary to have him 

made an eunuch. Uptin his appearing in 

this nqble charafier,-aU tbehufbaods in town 

fiocked to him \¥ith their wives, and now 

|X)Qr Horner 10 otily puzzled about his* choice. 

However, he gives the preference particular* 

iy to a little feaiale peafant; 9 very liarmlefs, 

innocent creature, who enjoys a fine Audi of 

health, andxqckolda her hufband with a'fim* 

plicity that has infinitely more merit than the 

witty malice of the moft experienced ladies. 

This piay cannot indeed be called the fchool 

of good morals, but it is certainly the fchool 

of wit and true humour. 

Sir John Vanburgh has writ feveral come^ 
dies, which arc mofie humourous than thofe of 
Mr* Wycherley, but not fo ingenious. Sir 
Juhn wa§ a man of pleafure, and Hkewife a 
poet and an architect. The general opinion 
is, that he is as fprightly in his Mnitings as he 
is heavy in his buildii^s. ' Tis he whoraifed, 
the famous calile of Blenheim, a ponderous 
and lading. monument of our unfortunate bat« 
tic of Hockftet. Were the apartments but as 
fpacaous as the walls are thick, this cattle 
wx)ul(l be commodious tnough. Some wag, 

in 
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in an Epitaph he' madeon Sir |i»hii V^nburg^^ 
2iM thde lioes : • 






Lie heavy on hini Karfh, for he • * 
Laid ittany^ a heavy load oa thM« 

c Bit John having talie^ t tour tato ?raooe 
hefore t)^ |;loriou9 war that bripke out in 
^701, was thrown ioto the Bafiile, aad de^ 
iain^d there for fotne tinae, without heitig 
^cr ableto diicover the tmiittve Which ^had 
lairompted oor miniftry to indulge himAhis 
jSMirk of their diAii>dton. He writa '.come^ 
dy during hit confineoieat j and a csircum^ 
fiaace which appears t<^ me yery €Ji(ra6rdiaft4 
ry^ is, that we do not meet with fo iivucli 
es a Ungle iatyrica) ftik>ke againft the country 
in which he had been ib-}fl)urioufly treated. 

Tli£ lite Mr. Congreve raifcd the glory of 
comedy to a greater height thaa any Eng^. 
Uih writer before ' or ifncc hi« time. Ug 
wrote only a few play?^ hot they are all ex* 
celleot io their kind* The laws of the drama 
art; ftridly obierv^d in them j th«y abound* 
with charaders all which are ihadowed with 
the . utmpft dcUpacy, and we do not meet 
with ib much as one low, of coarfe jefl. The 
langU4ge is^evt:i y wnere that of mpn of ho« 

noufs 
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noun but their &^otis sre tbde^of kaavcs; 
a proof that he was perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with humaa nature, and frequented what 
wc call polite company^ He wis infirm, 
and come to the* verge of life when i * knew 
him* Mr. Congreve had one defe^, which 
iMas, his etttertaifltng too mean an idea of his 
fit ft profeflion, (that of a writer) tho'-^cwas 
to this he owed his fame and fonuoe. He 
fpoke of his works as of trifles that were 
beneath him ^ and hinted to me^ in our fird 
cohverfati0xi,'that l ihould viiit him upon no 
other foot than that of a gentleman, who 
kd a iifc olplainDiefB and fimplicity« I an- 
fwered, that h/id hef been fo unfortunate as 
to be a men gentleman I ikoiM never have 
oouie to fee him '^' and I was yei^y* mudh dif* 
gufted at to unfeafoiuUe' a piece of vaaity. 
Mt. Codgrcvc's comedies are the moft 
witty and regnlir, thofe of Sir John Vaq- 
biugh moft gay and homoorous, and thofe 
ot Mr. Wycherley have the greatcfk force 
andfpirit. It nnlay be proper to obferve, 
that thefe l^e geniuses never fpoke diladvan* 
tageoufiy of Moliere } and that none but 
the contemptible writers aaiong the Englifli 
have eivdeavonred to leifeo the charadter 
of that great coaiic poet. Such Italian 

muiicians 
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• muficians as defpife LuIIy are thetnfclves pe«- 
fons of no charadler or ability ; but a Bua* 
noncini eficcms that great artift^ and docs 
juftice to bis merit* 

1 he Englifh have fomc other good comic 
writers living, fuch as Sir Richard Steele, 
and Mr. Gibber, who is an excellent player, 
and alfo Po,ct Latireat, a title >vhich how ri- 
diculous foever it may be thought, is yet 
worth a thoufand crowns a year,. (|)cfides 
fome confiderable privileges) to the perfon 
who enjoys it. Our illuftrious Gorneillc had 
'not lo much. 

To conclude. Do not defirc mc to d«^ 
fcend to particulars with regard to thefe 
tnglifh comedies, which I am fo fond of ap- 
plauding ; nor to give you a ftnglc fmart fay- 
ing, or humoxirous ilroke from Wychcr- 
ley or Congrcve. We do not laugh in . 
reading a tranflation. If you have a mind to 
under (land the EngUih comedy, the only 
way to do this will be for you to go to Eng- 
land, to (pend three years in London, tx» 
make yourfclf niaflcr of the Englifli ton:;ue, 
and to frequent the play-houfe every night. 
1 receive but little pleafure from the peruf4l 
of Ariftophancs and Plautus, and for this 
reafon, becaufe 1 am neither a Greek nor a 

Roman. 
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Roman. The delicacy of the humour, the 
allniion, the a-propos^ all thefe are loll ta a 
foreigner. 

But it is different with reipeft to tragedy, 
this treating only of eicalted paj&pns and he* 
roical follies, which the antiquated errors of 
fable or hiilory have made facr^d. Oedi* 
pus, £!e6tra, and' fuch like charaders may, 
with as much propriety, be treated of by the 
Spaniards, the Ehgliffi, or us, as by -the 
Greeks. But true comedy is the fpeaking 
picture of the follies and ridiculous foibles of 
a nation ; fo that he only is able to judge of 
•the paiAting, who is perfeftly acquainted 
with the people it reprefents» 



o 

LET- 



%6a. XET.T ERiS. coMCEAttiHO- 



%!iii%}m»¥k}0k»%n0ti^0%»^i&%» 



' * • * 



h E T T E R XX. 



Oa (ucli of th« . 



H OB 



• >■ 



A«.cttUUsit0.;th4i 



f i '• 



* »• 



ja E L.L E 5; tvE./T, T;.R^E S 



i -. -'#■ 



. 5 S 

THERE once was a time inFrai^^JCivh^n 
thc,politc arts wfrc cultivated by.per- 
fons of the highcft, rank in the ftate. [Fhc 
courtiers particularly: were convcrfant. ia 
them, although iodolenc^ a taftc for trifles^ 
and a paffion for intngut, werc;thc divini- 
ties of the country* , The pourt^ mcthinks, 
at thb time feems^ to have given into a taftc 
quite oppofitc to that of polite literature, but 
perhaps the mode of thinking may be revived 
in a lit tie. time. The Frcpch are of fo flexi- 
blc a difpofition^ piay be moiilde^ iato fuch 

a. 
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a variety of (hapes, that the monarch needs 
|>ut command and he h immediately obeyed. 
The Engliih geaerally thipk, and learning it 
held in greater honour among them than in our 
country ; an advantage that refults naturally 
from the form of their govcromeot. There 
are about eight hundred perfons iln England 
u*ho have a right to fpeak in public, aqd to 
fi;ipport the intereft of the kingdom;, and 
Bear five or fix: thoufand may, in thctr turnt, 
afpire to the- fame honour. 1 he whole nai* 
lion let themftlves tip as Judges oy^r theft, 
and every man ha^tjie liberty of publiibing 
bis thoughts wiiili regard td puhltc afFaira^.} 
ivhicb ikews that aU the people in general 
are indiri)enfably ^Uged to qultivatQ thpir 
uhderfian dings. In itngland th^'goverujfient 
of Greecc^nd Roniio ar^. the fi|^tije<EI of eVery 
conversation, fo that eVcry man Js under a 
neceflity of perufing fuch authors as treat of 
them, how diftgreeable foever it may' ISfc to 
him; and this Attdy Itzdi naturally to that 
of pofite literature. Mankind in general 
fpeak well in their rcfp':ftive profefllons. 
* \Vhat is the reafon why our magiftrates, our 
lawyers, our pbyiicians and a great numbd* of 
thet clergy are abler fcholars, have afiner tafte 
and more wit than perfons of all other pro- 

fcflioa$ ? 
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^ffions ? The reafon i», -becaufe their edit- 
dition of life requires a cul'tivated and cn- 
Hghtened mind, in the fame manner as a 
merchant is obliged to be acquainted with 
his traffick. Not long fince an £ngli(h no* 
bleman, who was very young, came to fee 
ime at Parts in his return from Italy; He had 
writ a poetical dcfcriptton of that country, 
which, for delicacy and politenefs, may vie 
with any thing we meet with in the Ead of 
Rochefter, or in our Chaliu, our Sarafin, or 
tChapelle. The tranflation I have given of 
it is fo ine&preflive of the ftrcngth and deli* 
cate humour of the original, that 1 am obli- 
ged ferioufiy to aflk pardon of the author, and 
of all who underftand Englifli. Hawever^ 
:as this is the only method Ihavc to make 
his lordfhip's verfes known, I ihaU here £re-^ 
ient you with them in our tongue.* 

' ^*ay je done v6 dans f Italu? 
Orgueil, Ajluc€, l!$ Pauvreie, 
Grands Complimensy peu de Boni^ 
Et beaucoup de ceremonie* 

VextravaganU Cemedie 
•^ ^tu/QUvent r laqnifttion* 

♦ His lordfhip undoubtedly hints at the farces which 
certainkprcachers 9J9i in the open fquares« • - 

Vcut 
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Veut qu'on nomme Religion # 
^\^ais qu^ici nous nommons F^Ue*, '" 

La Nature en vain bienfaifante 
V^ut cnricher fes Lieux charmanSf 
Des Pretres la maindefdlante 
Etouffefts plus beaux prifens. 

Le^ T^fonfignors^/oy difant Grands^ 
Seuls dans leurs Palais magnifijues 
T font d'illuftres faineants^ 
Sans argent^ Sf fans doniefiiqueSm 

P pur id PttitSn fans libertCj • 

r\,'M^rtyTS ikijougquiles domine^ :^ 

Jls cntfait vceu de paxivretif . ^• 

- JP riant Dieu par oifivete . .: 

Et tcujours jeunant par /amine* 

€es'bemix^fiux du'Papi€%enisr 
. Sembhnt^hcSntez^parhs DifB^kt\ 
Et its HabiSMns^mferdbles 
Sons damnaz dans le Paradis. 
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LET T E R XXI. 
O N THE 
Earl of ROCHESTER . 
AND 
}Ar. W A L L E R; 

TH E earl of Rocbefttr's name is unn 
vcrfally known. Mr de St. Evremont 
has made very frequent mention of him» b[Ut 
then he has reprefentedthi3 famous nobleman 
in no other light than as the man«\of pieafur e, 
as one who was the idol of the fair ; faoit 
with regard to niyfelf» I would wiUingly de« 
fcribe in him the tnan of genius^ the great 
poet. Among other pieces which difplay 
the fhining imagination his lordfhip only 
could boaft, he wrote fome latyrs on the fame 
fu^je^^as thofe our celebrated Boileau made 
choice of. I do not know any better nie- 
thod of invproving the tafte^ than to com* 
pare the produdions of fuch great genius's 
as have exercifed ' th^eir talent on the fame 

fubjed* 
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fobjcd. Boileau declaims as foBowi agaiuft 
human rcafon in liis'fatyr on man-. * 

Cependant i U voir plein de vapiurs ISgir^^ 
Sot*nteme fe bercer dc Cfs propres chivureSf 
Lui feul de la nature efl la haze & P appuij 
Ei le dixieme eiel ne tourne que pour lui. 
De toiii hi /tnimaux it efi id U Matt re / 
J^i peurroit le nier^ p^urfuis tu f Mot ptuU 

itrt. 
Ce maitre pretendu qui leur dpnne des loixt. 
Ce Roi des /inimauXf combien i-t^il de Rois / 

.Ye^ i4ea»*d wi^h idle ^Jtim^^t pf his brdia* 
And puff'd . with pride, ^his.. haoghiy thiiig 

would fain 
Be thought bimfelf the only flay and prop 
That holds the nmighty frame of nature up. 
The ikies and liars his properties muft feem, - 

Of. fldy^ the creaturje^ he's, the IiDrd^ he cries. 



■•^^•••i 



Ami who is there, fajr you, .^liat dares deny 
So ownM a truth ? that may be. Sir, do I. 



This boafted mooarch of the world who awes 
The creatures here, and with bis nod gives taws ; 
This JCi£*BaniM 4ing,. who thus pretends to be 
The iiOfd^f ail, how many Lords has he i 

Oldham a little altered. 

The 
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i The Lord RocheftcV cxpreflfes himfelf, ifl 
his iatyr againft *iVlait/ in 'pretty ^n^ar the 
following nunncr; but 1 mufi firil defiie you 
always *f 6 rcmeniber, that the veruons I give 
you from the Eogliih poets are written with 
freeddm and latitude ; and that the reftraint 
of our yerfification, and the delicacies of the 
Fi^^nch tongue, will not allow a tranilator to 
convey into it the licentious impetuoiity and 
fire of the Cngliib numbers. 

Get Efprit queje hais^ cet Efprit plein cTerreurf 

• €e rCefi pai ma raipn\ 'c^eft la fienne Do^kur. 
*<« C^ejl ia raifon frivSIe, inqiietf^ orgeuiHeufe «- 

Dcs /ages JnimauXf rivale deda^niufe^ 
^jA crht entr*iitx if f Ange^ occuper te milihif 
Et penfs it re ici bat ilmige de Jon Dieu ' 
Vil atSme imparfaiiy qUi croit, doute, dtffute, 

• R&mpe s*efevey tombe^ if nie ittcore fa cMte.- • 
^i nous dit j'ejuis libre^ en nius monfrhnt fes 

ferSi • • • - T 

Et'dont rail -trouble' if faux^ croit ^ pefcer 
I'univers » ' • 

^^llez\ reverends Fous^ hienbeureux Fan'atiqueSj' 
Cmpiiei Ueti C dmas devos'tiinsfLh^lafttques^ 

y Peres' de vifions': 'if d'en'fgmes facrez^ " ' ^^ 

jiuteurs' du labitrinfBe\ ou v^us vcus egarez, 
Allez abfcnrement eclaircir vos mifteres^ *^ - ^ 

Et ccurez dans Cecole adorer vos chirAeres* 

• • • • 

•'• • . > II 

a : ' ■ 
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Itif^ JPmtttreSf ii eft dt ces dcmi 

Cmid^mni poUr eux memes k I'ennui du rep9S» 

Ce my/tique encMtri^jUr de Jon Indoience 

TranquiiU, 401 fein de Dicu. ^e peut ilfairt? It 

penfe. 
JhJ^orii tu nt penfft pointf miferahh tu d$rs : 
Inutile h la terre^ it mis au rung des A/erts. 
Ton efprit inervi crmipit daps la MokJ/e. 
Reveille toi^ fois hommey ^ fors de ton TvreJJe* 
Vb&mme eft ne pour agitt Cs* tu pretens penfer f &ci^ 

The origioal runs thus : 

Holdf mighty man, I cry, all this we knoW| 
'And 'tis this very reafon I defpife, 
This fupernatural gift, that makes a mite 
Think he's the image of the infinite } 
Comparing his (horc lifey void of all reft, 
To the eternal and the ever bleft. 
This bufy puzzling ftirrer up of doubt. 
That frames deep myfteries, then finds 'em out, 
Filling, with frantic crowds of thinking fools, 
Thofe reverend bedlams, colleges and fchools ; 
Borne on wbofe wings, each heavy fot can pierce 
The limits c^ the boundlefs univerfe. 
So charming ointments make an old witch fly^ 
And bear a crippled carcafs through the (ky. 
'Tis this exalted power, whofe bufinefs lies 
In nonfenfe and impoffibilities. 
This made a whimfjcal philofopher, 
Before the fpacious world his tub prefer; 

H And 
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And we have modern cloifler'd coxoombsi w'bo 
Retire to think, 'caiiie thejr have nought to doi 
Cut tliOUghts are giv^n for a&iong government» 
Where a£tion ceafcs, thought's impertinent. 

Whether thefe ideas arc true or falfe, it is 
certain they are exprcffed with an energy and 
fire which form the poet. I fliall be very 
far from attempting to examine philofophi- 
cally into thefe verfcs; to lay down the pencil 
and take up the rule and compafs on this oc- 
cafion ; my only defign in this letter, being 
to difplay the genius of the EngliQi. poets, 
and therefore 1 ihaJl continue in the fame 
view. 

The celebrated Mr. Waller has been very 
much talked of in France, ^nd Mr. de la Fon- 
taine, St. Evremont and Bayle have written 
his Elogium, but dill his name only is known. 
He had much the fame reputation in London 
as Voiturc had in Paris, and in my opinion 
deferved it better. Voiture was born in an 
age that was juft emerging from barbarity ; 
an age that was ftill rude and ignorant, the 
people of which aimed at wit, tho' they had 
not the leaft preten(ions to it, and fought for 
points and conceits inflead of fentiments. 
Biiflol ft ones are more eafily found than dia- 
monds. Voiture, born with an cafy and fri- 
volous 
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Toloiis genius, was the fiift who flione in this 
aurora of French literature. Had he come . 
into the world iftcr thofe great genius's who 
fpread fuch a glory over the age of Lewis 
the fourteenth, he would either have been un- 
known, would have been defpifed, or would 
have corrcfted his ftyle. Boileau applauded 
him, but it was in his fiift fatyrs, at a time 
wheq the tafte of that great poet was not yet 
formed. He was young, and in an age when 
perfons form a judgment of men from their 
reputation, and not from their writings. Be- 
fides, Boileau was very partial both in his en- 
comiums and his cenfures. He applauded 
Segrais, whofc works no body reads; he 
abufed Quinault, whofe poetical pieces every 
one has got by heart, and is wholly filcnt 
upon La Fontaine. Waller, though a better 
poet th^n Voiture, was not yet a finiflied poet. 
The graces breathe in fuch of Waller's works 
as are writ in a tender ftrain, but then they 
are languid thro' negligence, and often disfi- 
gured with falfe thoughts. The EngliHi hid 
not, in this time, attained the art of correct 
writing. But his ferious compofitions exhibit 
a ftrcngth and vigour which could not have 
been expected from the foftnefs and efF-mi- 
uacy of his other pieces. He wrote an elegy, 

H 1 on 
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on Oliver Cromwell, whicb^ with all its faultej 
is neverthelefs looked upon as a mafter-piecG* 
To underftand this copy of verfcs, you arc to 
know that the day Oliver died was remark* 
able for a great ftorm. His poem begins in 
this fnanner: 

ll rCeft pluSi t\n ^fi f^it foumettwit nws au/ortp 
Le cigl aftgnale ceJ9ur par dts timpites^ 
Et la voix des tofincrres eclat ant fur nos tetes 
Vicnt i*anoncerfa mort. 

Par fes derniers fmpirs il ebranle cet tie ; 

Cct fie que fin hratjk trembler tant defris^ 

i^and dans le C9urs de fes exploits^ 

II brifoit la tete des rois^ 

Et foumettoit un peuple h fin jougfeul docile* 

Mer tu fen es troubles mer tes flots emus 

Semblent dire en grondant aux plus lointains rivages 

^e PeffrGi de la terre if ton maitre n*eft plus. 

Tel an ciel autrefois s*env^la Romulus f 
Tel il, quita la Terr^^ an milieu des orages^ 
Tel d'tin peuple guerrier il regut ies homages e 

Obei dans fa vie. It fa mort addr6% 
Son palais fut un temple^ &c. 

Wc mud refign ! Heav'n his great foul docs claim 
In dorms as loud as his immortal fame : 
His dying groans, his lad breath (hakes our iilci 
Ai:d trees uncut fall for his funVal pile: 

About 
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About his paiace their broad roots are tod 

Into th9 air ; fo Ronhttlus was loft ! 

New Jlomp in fuch a tempcft mifs'd her king. 

And from obeying fell to worQiipping : 

On Oeta*s top thus Hercules lay dead, 

With roin'd oaks and pines about him fprcad. 

Nature herfclf took notice of his death, 

And, fighing, fwell'd the fea with fuch a breath. 

That to remoteft (bores the billows roU'd, 

Th' approaching fate of his great ruler told. 

Waller. 

'Twas this elogium that gave occafion to 
the reply (taken noiice of in Bayle's di£tio^ 
nary,) which Waller made to king Charles the 
fecond. This king, to whom Waller bad a 
little beiFore (as* is ufual with birds and mo* 
Barchs) prefcnted a copy cfvcrfcs cmbroidcr'd 
with praifes, reproached the poet for not 
writing with fo much energy and fire as when 
he had applauded the ufurper (aieaniog O* 
liver ;} Sir, replied Waller to the king, we 
poets fucceed better in fidion than in truth. 
This anfwer was not fo fincere as that which 
a Dutch ambaffador made, who, when the 
faoie monarch complained that his mailers 
paid lefs regard to him than they had done to 
Cromwell} Ah, Sir! fays the avnbaif idor, O- 
liver WM quite another Man» ■ T is uot 

H 3 my 
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my intent to give a commentary on Waller's 
clvaraclcr, nor on that of any other perfon } 
for 1 confider men after their death in no o« 
ther light than as they were writers, and 
wholly difregard every thing elfe. 1 fliall 
only obfcrve, that Waller, the' born in a 
court, and to an eft ate of five or fix thoufand 
pounds ftcrling a year, was never fo proud or 
fo indolent as to lay afide the happy talent 
with which nature had indulged him. The 
Earls of Dorftt and Rofcommon, the two 
Dukes of Buckingham, the lord Halifax and 
fo many other noblemei^, did not think the 
reputation they obtained of very great poefs 
and illufirious writers, any way derogatory 
to their quality. They are more glorious fof 
their works tlian ^r their dtles* ^bet^c^A* 
tivated the polite arts with as maehaffiduity^ 
as though they had been their whole ^epen- 
dance. They alfo have made learmng appear 
venerable in the eyes of the vulgar, who have 
need to be led in all things by the great, and 
who, tieverthelefs, fafhion their manners lefis 
after thofe of the nobility (in England I mean} 
than in any other country in the world. 

LET- 
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LETTER XXII. 

ON, 

Mr. pop E, 

And fome other 

FAMOUS P O E T S* 

1' INTENDED to treat of Mi;.. Prior, one 
of the moft amiable Eoglifh poets, whom 
yOu ' faw plenipotentiary and envoy extraor* 
^nary at Paris in 1712. 1 alfo defigned to 
have given yoa fome idea of the lord.Rofcom* 
mon^s and the lord Dorfet's mufe^ but I find 
that to do. this^ I Ihould be obliged to write a 
large voluntie, and that after much pains and 
trouble you would have but an imperfecl idea 
of all tbofe works* Poetry is a kind of mu* 
fie in which a man (honid have fome know* 
ledge, before he pretends to judge of it« 
When I give you a tranflation of fome paf« 
figes from thofe foreign poets, i only prick 
dowD> and that imperfedly, their mufic} but 

H 4 then 
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then I cannot exprefs the tafte of their har- 
mony. 

* There is one Englrflb ^oem especially, which 
I fhould defpair of ever making you under- 
fiand, the title whereof is Hadibras. 'The 
iubjed of it is the civil war in the time of 
the grand rebellion ; and the principles and 
pradice of the puritans are therein ridiculed. 
'Tis Don 'Quixote, 'tis our ^ Satyrc Menippec 
blended together, I never found fo much 
wit in one fingle book as in that, which at the 
fame time is the moft difficult to be tranflated. 
Viho would believe that a work which paints 
in fuch lively and natiiral colours tlie ieireral 
foibles and follies of mankiiu)« and where we 
meet with more fentiments than words^ 
(hould baffle the endeavours of the ableft 
tranflator ? But the rcafon of this is, almoil 
every part of it alludes to particular incidasits# 
3 he clergy are there made Che principal obgeft 

* Species of fatyr in profe and vcrfc, written in France 

in 1 5949 againll the chiefs of the league at that time* 
This Satyr which is aifo called Cathelkon ^Efpagm^ was 
look'd upon as a mailer-piece. Rapin^ Le Roi». Pit]iou» 
PafTerat, and Chretien, the greateft wits of that age, are 
the* authors of it ; and 'twas entitled M^nij^ee» from 
Menippus, a cyi^ical philofophery who liad written letters 
filled with iharp, fatyrical expreHions, in imitation of 
Varro, who compofed fatyrs which he entitled Satyrs 

of 
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of ridicule, which is underftood but bjpfeir 
among the laity» To explain this si coai<« 
mentary would be requifite, and humout 
when explained is no longer humour. Who* 
ever fcts up for a commentator of imart fly- 
ings and repartees, is himfelf a blockhead. 
This is the reafon why the works of the in- 
genious Dean Swift, who has been cailM the 
Engliih Rabelais, wiU never be well under- 
ftood in France. This gentleman has the 
honour (in common with Uabclais) of being 
a- pried, and like him laughs at every thing. 
But in my humble opinion,, the title of the 
Engliib Rabelais, which is given the dean, 
is highly derogatory to* his genius. The 
former has interfpers'd his unaccountably- 
liantaflic and unintelligible book, with the 
moft gay ftrokes of humour, but which at 
the fame time has a greater proportion of 
impertinence. He has been vaftly lavi^(h of 
erudition, of fmtit, and infipid raillery. An 
agreeable tale of two pages is purchased at the 
cxpence of whole volumes of nonfenfe. There 
are but few perfons, and thofe of a grotefque 
tafte, who pretend to undcrftand, and to c- 
fteem this work: for as to the reft of the 
nation, they laugh at the pleafant and divert* 
ing touches which are found in Rabelais, and 

H 5 defpife 
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d^fpife bis book. He is! lookM upon as the 
prince of buffoons. The readers are yex'd 
to think thi«t a man, who was mafter of fo 
much wit, ihould have made fo wretched aa 
vfe of it. He is an intoxicated philofopber, 
who never writ but when he was in liquor. 

Dean Swift is Rabelais in his Tenfts, and 
frequenting the poUteft company. The for- 
mer indeed is not fo gay as the latter, but 
- then he poiTeffcs all the delicacy, thejuftnefs, 
the choice, the jgood tafte, in all which parti- 
culars our gigling rural vicar Rabelais is 
w^iiuing. The poetical numbers of Dean 
Switc ire of a fingular and almoft inimitable 
taite, true humour, whether in profeor verfc^ 
ictms to be his peculiar talent; but whoever 
is dcfirous of underftanding him perfectly, 
muft vi/ic the ifland in which he was born. 

It will be much eafier for you to form an 
idea cf Mr. Pope's works., He is, in my o- 
pinion, the moft elegant, the.moft correct 
poet ; and at the fame time the moft harmo- 
nious (a circumilance which redounds very 
much to the honour of this, mufe) that £ng* 
laid ever gave birth to. He has mellowed 
the harfh founds, of the EngliOi trumpet to 
the fof t accents of the flute. His compofitions 
may be eaiily tranflated> becaufe tbey are vaft- 
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fy clear and perfpicuoos ; befides^ moft-of bfs 
fbf^jedy^ arc general, and relative to all na* 
tions. 

His EJby on Criiici/m will footi be known 
in France, by the tranflation which TAbD^ de 
Reoel has made of it. 

Here is an extrad from his poem entitled 
the Rape of the Locky which 1 jull now tran- 
flated with the latitude 1 ufually take on thcfe 
occafions; for once again, nothing can be 
more ridiculous than to tranflate a poet lite- 
rally* 

XJmbrieU i Vinftant^ vieif gnome recUgnSt 

Va d'une ^U pejante it (tun air renfro^ni 

Hhercher en murmuranf la caverne profonde^ 

Qu loin des doux^ra'ions que rSpand I aeit Uu monde'' 

La Deejfe aux vapeurs a choifi fon fejonr^ . 

hes trifles /^quilons y fiftent H Pentour, 

Et le/oujie mal fain de leur aride haleine 

Y parte aux environs lafievre is la migrainei 

Bxir un riche Sofa derriere un Paravent 

Loin dis fiambeaux% du brutt^ des parUurs if.duventf 

La quinteu/e D^eJfe ineej^mment. repoj^y 

Xr casur gros de chagrin^ fans enr /avoir la caufe. 

J^f'aiant penjec. jamais-, I'efprit to&joufs trouble y 

Vceil chargSy le teint pdle, ^ hypocondre enfi^*. 

La medifante Envie. eji afftfe aupres d^elle, 

ViiilfpeSlre j^minin^ decrepite pucelle^ 

H/ 6 ^vec 
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Av€C un air iUvot dichirant fon pr^chnih^ 
Et chanfonnant Usg^ns FEvangiU a la mairim 
Surun lit pUia de flturs neglignnment pancb^e 
Une jeune Beaute non loin d^slle eft couchSe^ 
Ceft Paffe Elation qui grajfaie en parlant^ 
Ecoute fans entendre, <5r lergne en regardant. 
JSJiii rougit fans pudeur^ is rit de tout fans} oie^ 
De cent maux diffSrens pretend qu^elle efi la proi^ g 
Et pleine de [ante feus le rouge 6r le fard, 
Se plaint avec molejfe^ iy fe pame avec art. 



IJmbrie!, a duikyi melancholy fprite 

As ever fuUied the fair face of lights 

Down to the central earth, his proper fcency 

Repairs to fearch the gloomy cave of Spleen,. 

Swift on his footy pinions flits the Gnome 

i^nd in a vapour reach'd the difma! dome, 

No chearful brerze this fullen region knowsy 

The dreaded call is all the wind that blows. 

Here, in a grotto, ftielter-d ciofe from air, 

And fcrccn'd in (hades from day*8 deteited {lare» 

She fighs for ever on her pcnfive bed, 

pain at her fide, and Megrim at ber head, 

1 wo handmaids wait the throne : alike m placey 

But differing far in figure and in face, 

Here flood Ill«nature like an ancient maid, 

Her wri. kled form in black and white array M ; 

With ftore of prayers for mornings,, nights, and 

noons. 
Her hand is fillM; her bofom with lampoons. 
There Affectation, with a fickly mein, 
1S>hows ia ber cheek th« roies pf eighteen* 

PraaisM 
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Yra£ti$'d to lifp, ind 4)ang the head alid«. 
Flints intoairsi and' languiihes with piidt; 
On the rieh quilt finks with becoming woCf 
Wrapt in a gown^ for ficknefs andior Ihow. 

Thiscxtraclin the original, (not in the faint 
tranflation I have given you of it) may be 
compared to the deLription of La MoLffc 
(ibftncfs or effeminacy) in Boileau's Lutrin. 

Methinks I now h.^ve given you fpecimens 
enough from the Engliih poels. I have made 
fome tranficnt mention of their philofophers, 
but as for good hiftorians among them, I 
don't know of any; and indeed a French- 
man was forced to write their hiftory. Pof- 
fibly the Engliffi genius, which is either 
languid or impetuous^ has not yet acquire(][ 
that unafftrded eloquence, that plain but ma- 
jeftic air which hiftory requires. Poffibly too, 
the /pirit of party, which exhibits objedls in 
a dim and confufed light, may have funk the 
credit of their hiftorians. One half of the 
nation is always at variance with the other 
half. I have met with people who affared 
ipf that the duke of Marlborough was a cow- 
ard, and that Mr. Pope was a foolj juft.as 
fome Jefuits in France declare Pafchal to have 
been a man of little or no geniU'- ; and fome 
Juafenills affirm fatuer Bourdaloue 7o havt 

been 
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been a mere babbler. The Jacobites confTder 
Mary queen of Scots as a pious heroine, but 
thofe of an oppofite party look upon her as a 
proftitute, an adulterefs, a murderer. Thus 
the EngUOi have memorials of the feveral 
reigns, but no fuch thing as a biftory . There 
is indeed now living, one Mr. Gordon, ^ (the 
public are obliged to him for a tranflatioa of 
Tacitus) who is very capable of writing the 
hiftory of his own country, but Rapin de- 
Thoyras got the ftart of him. To conclude, 
in my opinion, the Englifh have not fuch good' 
liiftorians as the French, have no fuch thing 
as a real tragedy, have feveral delightful 
comedies,. fome wonderful paflagcs in certaia 
of their poems, and boaft of pfailofophers that: 
are worthy of inliiu&ing mankind. Thci 
EngHIh have reaped very great benefit from. 
the writers of our nation, and therefore we 
ought (fince they have not fcrupled to-be in- 
our debt) to borrow from tiiem. Both the; 
Englifli and we canie after tiic Italians^ who- 
hav.: been our inflrudbrs iu all the arts^. and 
whom we have furpafied in fome. I cannot 
determine which of. the three nations ought to* 
be honoured with the palm ; but happy the 
writer who could: diiplay their various me* 
rits* 

• L£T» 
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LETTER XXIII. 

ON THE 
REGARD 

That oaght be ibewn to 
MBK OF LETTERS. 

NEITHER the En^lifli, nor any other 
pieoplc, have foundations cftabliihM id 
favour of the polite arts like thofe in France* 
T(>ere are ijmiverGties in moft countries, but 
^19 in France only that we meet with fo be« 
tiefictal an encouragement for aftronomy, and 
all parts of the nirathematicks, for phyiick, for 
lefearcbes- into antiquity, fo^ painting, fculp* 
ture and architedlnre* Lewis the fourteenth 
ha^ immortaliz'd his name by thefe feveral 
fbiHidations, and this immortality did not coft 
him two hiJindred t-houland livres a year. 
. I muft cpnfefs, that •one of the things I 
very much wonder at, is^ that as the parlia* 
fuent of Great Britain have promised a re- 
ward of twcucy tfaoufand pounds Sterling to 

any 
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any perfon who may difcoTer the Ion Jrude, 
they iboold never have once thought to iiuit 
tate Lewis the fourteenth in his munificence 
with regard) to the arts and fcienccs. 

Merit indeed meets io England with, re- 
wards of another kind, which redound more 
to the honour of the nation. The EngliQi 
have fo great a veneration for exalted talents, 
that a man of merit in thtir country is always 
fure of making his fortune. Mr. Addilon in 
Fiance would have been elected member of 
one of the academics, and, by the credit of 
fome women, might have obtain'4 a yearly 
p«.nfion of twelve hundred livres; or elfe 
might have been imprifoned in the Baftile^ 
upon pretence that certain firokes in his' tra^ 
gcdy of Cato had been difcovcr'd, which 
|;IancM at the porter of foaie man in power* 
Wr. Addifon was raisM to the poft of fecrc* 
tiry of date in England. Sir Ifaac Newtoa 
Was made warden of the royal mint* Mu 
Congrcve bad a confiderable ^ employment. 
Mr. Prior was plenipotentiary. Dr. Swift 
is Dean of St.Patrick^sin Publin, and is more 
severed in Ireland than the primate himfel£ 
The^ religion, which IV}r« Pope iMrofe0cs» ex- 

* Stcrttar J for ^amaka* 

dudes 
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eludes him indeed from preferments of every 
kind, but then it did not prevent his gaining 
two hundred thoufand livres by his excellent 
tranflation of Homer. I myfeif faw a long 
time in France the author of ^ Rhadamilius 
ready to perifti for hunger : And the fon of 
one of the greateft men f our country ever 
gave birth to, and who was beginning to run 
the noble career which his fatiier had fet him^ 
would have been reduced to the extremes o& 
ntifct^, had he npt been patronized by mu 
Fagon. 

But the circumftance which mod encou^ 
rigts the arts in Knghnd, m the great vcae* 
ration which is paid them* Ihe picture of 
the prime minifter hangs over the chimney 
(A his own cloiet, but t have fecn that of Vlri 
Pope in twenty noblemen's houfes* Sir Ifaa^ 
Newton was revtred in: his Jik^time, and had 
a' due reijpeft paid to him aiter his death ; the 
greateft nien in the nation difputing whQ 
fliould have the honour of holding up his pall. 
Go into Weftminfter* Abbey, and you'll find^ 
that what raifes the admiration of . the fpec- 
tator is not the maufoleums of the iingUiti 
kings, but the monuments, which the grati- 

• 

•Mx.Jt CnUOui. f RaeiHt. 

tude 
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tilde of the nation has erected to perpetuate 
the memory of thofe illuftrious men who con- 
tributcd to its glory. We view their fiatues 
in that abbey in the fame manner, as thole of 
Sophocles, Plato, and other imtnortal perfon- 
ages, were viewed in Athens i and I atii per« 
fnaded, that* the bare fight of thofe glorious 
monuments has fired more than one breads 
tnd been the occaiion of their becoming gre^t 
men* 

The Englifli have even^ been reproached 
xvith paying too extravagant honours to mere 
merit, and cenfured for interring the cele- 
brated aftreft Mrs. OidficM in Weftmiiifter- 
Abbey, with almoft the lame pomp as dii 
Uaac Newton. Some pretend that the EngliCh 
had paid her thefe great funeral boaours^ 
purpofely to make us more firoogly Ibnfible 
of the barbarity and injuiUce which they ob* 
jed to us, for having buried MademoileUe le 
Couvreur ignominioufly in the fields. 

But be afiured froiri me^ that the Englifh 
were prompted by no other principle, in bury- 
ing iVirs. Oldfidd in Wefiminfter- Abbey, thaa 
their good fenie« They are far from bdng^ 
ib ridiculous as to brand with infamy an art 
which has immortalized an Euripides and a 
Sophocles} or to exclude from the body of 

theic 
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their citizens a fet of people whofe bufinefs is 
to fee off, with the ' utmoft grace of fpeech 
add aftioh, thofe pieces which the nation is 
proud of. 

Under the reign of Charles the firft^ and 
in the beginning of the civil wars r,aifed by a 
number of rigid fanaticks, who at laft were 
the vi^ims to it, a great many pieces were 
publiihed againil theatrical and other (hews, 
which were attacked with the greater viru- 
Jeoce, becanfe that monarch and his queen, 
daugh'tier to Henry th^ fourth of France^ were 
pafficoaAcly. f o/ui of tfa eim . 

One Mr« Pxysn£» aiaian of mpjft furieufly 
ferQpulousprincipIes,who would havethought 
himielf damn'd had he wor« a cafibck inftead 
of a ihort cloals». and li;ive been glad to fee 
one hsUf of .mankind cut thd other to pieces 
far the glory of God, and the fr$fagandajde ; 
took it into his liead to wvite a moft wretch* 
ed facire againft fome pretty good comedies, 
which were exhibited very innocently every 
night before their . majefiies. He quoted the 
authority of the rabbies, and fome paflages 
from St* Bonaventure, to prove that the 
Oedipus of Sophocles was the work of the 
evil ipirit j that Terence .was excommunicated 
i^f9ja&(k ; and added, that.doubtlcfs Brutus^ 

who 
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who ixras a very feverc Janfenift, afTaflinated 
Julius Csefar, for no other reafon, but becaufa 
he, who W4S pontifex maximus^ prefumed to 
^ritc a tragedy, the fubjcd: of which was 
pedipas. Laftly, he declared, that all who 
frequented the theatre were excommUDicatedi 
as they thereby renounced tbeif baptifditf 
This was cafting^ the highefi infult on the 
King and all the royal family ; and, as the 
Englifh love /i their prince at that time, they 
could not bear to hear a writer talk of cx^ 
communicating him, though they themfclves 
afterwards ^cut his head off» Prynnc was 
fiimmoned to appear b^riore the Star'Cha(n* 
|>er ; his wonderful bode, from whidt fiatfacr 
Le Brun dole his, was lientenced ta be burnt 
by the common hangman, and himfclftolofe 
ids ears. His trial is now exfeant. 

The Italians are far ironi attempting td 
cafl a bleoiiih on the opera, or to excommu^ 
picate dignior Senefino, or i Signora Cuzzoni* 
With regard to myfelf, 1 could prefume to 
wifh that the magiftrates would fupprefr I 
know not what contemptible pieces, written 
againft the ftage. For wlien the Englii^ and 
Italians hear, that we brand with the gteateft 
mark of infamy an art in which we excel ; 
that wc excommunicate perlons who receive 

falancs 
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falaries from the king ; that we condemn at 
itnpious a fpedacle exhibited in conrents and 
monafteries; that we diflionour fports in whicb 
Lewis the fourteenth^ and Lewis the fifteenth 
performed as a£lors ; that we give the title of 
the devil's works, to pieces which are received 
by magiftrates of the moft fevere charader, 
and reprefented before a virtuous queen ; 
when, I fay, foreigners arc told of this info- 
lent conduft, this contempt for the royal au« 
thority, and this Gothic rufticity, which fome 
|yrefume to call Chriftian fcverity, what an 
idei moft they entertain of our nation ? And 
bow will it be poffible for 'em to conceive, 
cither that our laws give a fandion to an art 
which is declared infamous, or that fome pcr- 
fons dare to fiamp with infamy an art which 
receives a fandioix from the laws, is rewarded 
by kings, cultivated and encouraged by the 
greateft men, and admired by whole nations^ 
And that father Le Brun's impertinent libel 
againft the ftage, is feen in a bookieller's (hop, 
ftanding the very next to the immortal la- 
bours of Racifte, of Corncillc, of Moliere,&c. 
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190 LETTERS coKCEHNiNa 

^S/t^ ^ ^^ ^ ?*V ^^ ^'^ ^ ^ ^ /T^ ^ T^^^^fx/fx^FN ''x /^/»^ 

LETTER XXIV. 

ON THE ROYAL SOCIETY, 
AND OTHER ACADEMIES. 

TH £ EngHIh had an academy of fci« 
ences many years before us ; but then 
it is not under fuch prudent -regulations as 
ours : the only reafon of which very poffibly 
is^ becaufe it was founded before the acade* 
my of Pari^ ; for had it been founded after, 
it would very probably have adopted fome 
of the fage laws of the fornaer, and improved 
upon others. 

Two things, and thofe the mofi eflential 
to man, are wanting in the royal fociety of 
London; I mean rewards and laws A feat 
in the academy at Paris is a fmall but fecure 
fortune to a geometrician or a chcmift ; but 
this is fo far from being the c^ at 1 ondon, 
that the fevcral members of the royal fociety 
are at a continual, tho* indeed fmaH expcnce. 
Any man infngland who declares himfelf 
a lover of the n:athematicks and natural pbilo* 

fophy, 
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fopKy^ and exprelTes an inclination to be a 
menober of the royal fpcicty, is immediately 
eleded into it^. But in France 'tis not e* 
nough that a man who afpires to the honour 
of being a member of the academy, and of 
reccivmg the royal ftipcnd, has a love for the 
fciences ; he muft at the lame time be deeply 
ikiird in them ; and is obltg'd to diipute the 
feat with competitors who are fo much the more 
formidable as they are fir'd by a principle of 
glory, by interefl, by the difficulty itfelf, and 
by that inflexibility of mind, which is gene- 
rally found in thofe who devote themfelvcs to 
that pertinacious fiudy, the mathematicks. 

Thtf Academy of Sciences is prudently 
confinM to the ftudy of nature, and, indeed^ 
this is a field fpacious enough for fifty or 
threefcorc perfons to range in. That of Lon- 
don mixes indifcriminately literature with 
phyficks : but methinks the founding an aca- 
demy, merely for the polite arts is more ju- 
dicious, as it prevents confufion, and the join- 

♦ The reader will call to tnmd that thefe letters were 
written about* 1728 or 3c, fince which time the names 
of the feveral candidates are, by.a law of the royal fo- 
cicty, polled up in it, in order that a choice may be 
made, of fuch perfons only aS are qualified to be mem- 
bers. I 'he celebrated Mr. de Fontenelle had the ho- 
nour to pafs thro' the Ordeal. 
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Ing, in fome meafure, of heterogencals^ (uch 
as a dHTertation on the head*drefles of the 
Roman ladies, with an hundred or more new 
curves. 

As there is very little order and regularity 
in the royal fociety, and not the leaft eneou* 
tagement ; and tliat the acadeoi/ of Paris is 
tDn a quite different foot, 'tis no wonder that 
our tranfadions are drawn up in a more juft 
and beautiful manner than thofe of the £ng^ 
'lifli. Soldiers who are under a regular difci* 
pline, and btfidcs well paid, muft neccffarily, 
'atlaft, perform more glorious atchievements 
than others who are volunteers. It muft in- 
deed be confefs'd that the royal fociety boaft 
-their Newton, but then he did not owe his 
knowledge and difcoveries to that body ; lo 
far from it, that the latter were intelligible 
'to very few of his fellow-members. A geni- 
us like that of Sir Ifaac belonged to all -the a- 
''cademies in the world, becaufe all had a thou- 

. fand things to learn of him. 

The celebrated Dean Swift formed a de- 
fign, in the latter end of the queen's reign, 
to found an academy for the Englifli tongue 
-upon the model of that of the French. This 
projeft was promoted by the late carl of Ox* 

; ford, lord high treafurer, and much more by 

lord 
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lord BoUngbroke, fecretary of date, who had 
the happy talent of fpeakuig without pre* 
meditation in the pariianient^houfe, with as 
much purity as dean Swift writ in his clofet, 
and who would have* been the ornament and 
prote&or of that academy. Thofe only would 
have been cholien members of it, whofe works 
will laft as long as the Engltfli tongue, fuch 
as Dean Swift, Mr. Prior, whom we faw here 
invcfted with a publick charader, and whofe 
fame in England is equal to that of La 
Fontaine in France ; Mr. Pope the Englifh 
Boileau, Mr* Congreve^ who may be called 
their Jifloliere,, and feveral other eminent per- 
ions whofe names I Have forgot ; all thefe 
would have raifed the glory of that body 
to a great height, even in its infancy. But 
queen Anne being fnacched fuddenlyfrom 
the world, the whigs were refolved to ruin 
the protcdors of the intended academy, a 
circumftance that was of the mod fatal con- 
fcquence to polite literature. 'I he members 
of this academy would have had a very great 
advantage over thofe who firft formed that 
pf the French ^ for Swift, Prior, Congrcve, 
Dryden, Pope, Addifon, &c. had fixed the 
Eng^fli tongue by their writings; whereas 
Cbapdain, CoUetet, Caflaigne, Taret, Ptr. 

1 rifl. 
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rin, Cotin, our firft Academicians, were a 
difgrace to their country ; and fo much ndi« 
cule is now attached to thctr very namcsi 
that if an author of fomc genius, in this 
age had the misfortune to be called Chapelain 
or Cotin, he would be under a neoeffity of 
changing it* 

One circumfiancci to which the Engtifli 

Academy Ihould efpecially have attended, is 

to have prefcribed to themfelves occupations 

of a quite different kind from thofe with which 

our Academicians amufethemiiblvcs« A wit 

of this country ^iked me for the memoirs of 

the French Academy. I aofwered, they have 

no memoirs, but have printed threeicore or 

fourfcore volumes in quarto of complia>€ats» 

The gentleman per ufed one or two of them, 

but without being able to uaderftand the 

ttyle in which they were written, tl\o' he 

underftood all our good authors perfe^Uy* 

All, fays he, I fee in theie elegant difcourfes 

Vis, that the member tU&, having aifured the 

audience that bis predeceffor was a very great 

4tian, that Cardinal Richlieu was a very great 

man^ that the chancellor Seguier was a pretty 

-great man, that Lewis the fourteenth was a 

*toore tfean great man j the dircAor anfwcrs 

in the vc>^ fame ft rain, and adds, that the 

> V j^ member 
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aiember eled may alfo be a fort of a great 
man, and that himfeif, in quality of .direc- 
tor, muft alfo havie fome (bare ia this great* 
nefs* 

The caufe why all thefe academical dif- 
Gour&s have unhappily done fo little honour 
to this body is evident enough. VUium ejl 
temporis potiUs quam horninisd { Th^. fw^t is 
owing to the age rather than to particular 
perfoos.) It grew up infenfiblyinto a cuf- 
tom, for every AcademictaQ to r<p^at thelc 
Alogiums at his receptioo; 'twas r;li^4 do wa 
u a . kiodk of law^ that the. |)ubli€k • lbo^Id 1>i: 
iodttlged from time to time »the* fuUen fa- 
tisfadioD* of yawfiiog over . thefe prpduc^ 
•tions* If the reafon fhoold afterwards be 
ibughty why the greateft genios's who have 
been iacorponited into that body have fouat* 
times made, the worft fpeeches; I 4nfwer> 
that 'tis wholly owingto a ftrong prope^fion 
the gentleman in queftian had to ihint, and 
to difplay a thread^bare^ wom*o.ut fubji^^ in 
m new and uncommon light* ; The neceffity 
of faying.ibniething^ the perplexity of having 
nothing to fay, and a defire of being Witty, 
tre three chrcumfiaoccs which . alone are ca- 
pable of making 'even the greatcft writer 
ridiculous* Thefe gentlemen^ not beipg able 

la to 
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to ftrike out any^new thoughts, hunted after 
a new play of words, and delivered themfeHrei 
without thinking at all; in like manner ai 
people who fliould feem to ^.hew with great 
eagernefs, and make as though they were 
eating, at the lame time that they were juft 
ilarved. 

'Tis a; law in the French Academy to 
publi& all thofe dtfcourfes by which only 
they are known, but they flUould rather make 
a law never to print any of them. 

But the ' Academy of the Belles Lettres 
luive a more prudent and mere uCtM db- 
jed, which is, to preitnt the pubfick with 
a collection of tranfadiofltf that abound 
with curious refearches and critiques. Thefb 
tran£ldioDS are already eftee^ed by fo- 
reigners ; and it were only to be wiflied, 
that feme fubjeds in them* had been mere 
thoroughly cxamintd, and that others had 
dot been treated at all. As for inflance, 
we ibould have been very well fatisfied, had 
they omitted 1 know not what diffeftation 
on the prerogative of the right hand over 
the left; and fome others, which, though 
not publiflied under fo ridiculous a tide, tfe 
yet written on fubjeds that are almoft as 
frivolous aftd -fiUy.. 

The 
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i The Academy of Sciences, ia fuch of their 
tefearciies as are of a more difficult kind and 
a more feiifiUe ufe, embrace the knowledge 
of nature and the improvements of the arts. 
• We may prefume that fuch profound, fuch 
uninterrupted purfuits as thefe, fuch exaft 
calculations, fuch refined difcoveries, fuch 
extenfive and exalted views, will, at laft, 
•produce fdmething that may^ prove of ad* 
vantage to the univerfe. Hitherto, as we 
have obferved together, the moft ufeful dif* 
coveries batve been made in the moft bar« 
fiarous times. . One would conclude, that 
the bufioefs of the m(^ eRlighteoed ages and 
the moft learned bodies^ is, to argue and de- 
bate on things which were invented by ig« 
sorant people. We know exa&Iy the angle 
which the fail of a fliip is to make with the 
keel, in order to its £uUng better ; and yet 
Columbus difcovered America, without hav* 
ing the leaft idea of the property of this 
angle : However I am far from inferring from 
hence, that we are to confine ourfelves mere- 
ly to a Uind pradice ; but, happy it were^ 
would naturalifts and geometricians unite, 
IS much as poffible, the pradtice with the 
theory. 

Strange, but fo it is, ihat thofe things 

which 
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which refleft the greateft hoilour oa the 
human mind, are frequently of the leafl; 
benefit to it ! A man^ who underftands the 
four fundamental rules of arithmetic, aided 
by a little good fenfc, ihall amafs prodigious 
wealth in trade, Ihall become a ^xr Peter 
Delmi^ a Sir Richard Hopitns^ a Sir Gilbert 
HtathcQte^ whilfi a poor algebraift fpends his 
whole life in fearching for aftoniihing pro<- 
perties and relations in numbers, which at 
the fame time are of ho manner of itfe» and 
will not acquaint iiim with the natmre of 
exchanges. This is very, nearly the cafe 
iR^ith mod of the arts ; there is a certain 
point,. beyond whiclt, all refearches ferve to 
no other purpofe, than merely to delight au 
inquiiitive mind. Thofe ingenious and uiii** 
leis truths may be compared to ftars» which^. 
by being placed at too great a diftance can* 
not afft^rd us the leaft light. 

With regard to the French Academy, bow 
great a fervice would they do to literature, 
to the language, and the nation, if, infiead 
of pubUfhing a fet of compliments annually, . 
they would give us new editions of the valo* 
able works written in the age of. Lewis the 
fourteenth, purged from the feveral errors of 
diftion which^ are .crept into them» There 

are 
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are many of thefe errors in Corneille and Mo« 
liere, but thofe in La Fontaine are very 
numerous. Such as coul4 not be corre^ed, 
might at leaft be pointed out. By this means, 
as all the Europeans read thofe works, they 
would teach them our language in its ucmofl: 
purity, which, by that means, would be fixed 
to a lafting ftandard; and valuable French 
books being then printed at the king's expence, 
would prove one of the mod glorious monu- 
ments the nation could boaft. I have been told 
that Boileau formerly made this propofal, and 
that it has finci been revived by a | gentleman 
eminent for his genius, his finefenfe, and jiift 
tafte for criticifm ; but this thought has met 
with the fate of many other ufeful projeds, 
of -being applauded and negleded. 

♦ L*Abb£ de Rothdin of the French Academy. 
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